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- ON THZ SUPLEME COURT DECISION ON THE TTXAS PkIJMAKIES L’”””ﬂ’

The decision of the United States Supreme Court denying the Democratic
Party of Texas the right to exclude Negroes, merely on thec ground that they
are Negroes, from voting in the primcries, establishes the legal right of
the Negroes to vote in Southern elections. 4s a consequence, the desire and
the movement of the Negroes in the South to exercise the right of frenchise
has been given a great impulsion. On the other side, the Southern white
bourgeoisie, organized predominantly in the Democratic Perty, have avowed
their determination to maintain the exclusion of the Negro from the primaries,
and to resist the enforcement of the Supreme Court decision.

This conflict betvween the white ruling class and an oppressed peopls,
which conteins all the elements of a violent collission, revolves arourd a
fundamental demoecratic right. The fight of the ruling class to deny this
right, as well as of the oppressed Negro people to exercise it, is rooted
deeply in the economic relations beiwveen the two and is reflected throughout
the social relations prevailing primarily in the South. The entering wedge
at the present stage of the struggle to break down these reactionary social
relations is the fight to extend the democretic right of suffrage to the
Scuthern Negroes. '

This fight is, therefore, progressive and objectively revolutionary.

It strikes at one of the principal foundation stones of capitalist rule in
the South, and consequently, in the United States as a whole. The V.orkers
Party, therefore, gives wholehearted support, with all the means at its dis-
posal, to this fight., It stands unqualifiedly fer the right of the Negroes
to vote both in the primaries and in the regular elections,

The principal oeontribution the Workers Party can mske at the present time

to the suecess of this fight is in the field of propaganda and agitation.

In the exceptionally complicated situation prevailing in the South, the posi-
tion of the Workers Party must be set forth with the greatest clarity and
simplicity, and at the same time in closest conformity with its furdamental
socialist @ inciples,

The Perty and its press must u¥ilize the situation to point out:

The basic economic and social reasons for the bourgeois fight to main-
tain "white supremacy" in the South, and its reactionary character from the
stendpoint not only of the Negroes in the South but also of the North, not
only the Negroes as a whole but also of the white working class in general
and the labor movement in particular.

The reactionary eharacter of both bourgeois parties, the Democratic
and the Republican, particularly insofar as the "Negro question" is cencerned,
their joint conspiracy to prevent the Negroes in the South from asequiring
or exercising the most elementary democratic rights, including the right to
vote.

The need of the Negro people in the South, compcs ed overvhelmingly of
workers, poor farmers, sharecroppers end agricultural workers, to join with
their white brothers in breaking with the tvo parties of oppression snd ex-
pleitation and establishing an independent Labor Party of their own, one of
the most outstanding of whose demands, especially in the South, will be com-
pPlete equality for the Negro people, one of the most outstanding of vhose
struggles will be the fight to assure the entire Negro people ef the Soutlh
their democratic rights, including the right to vote in emy primaries of their
choice as well as in the regular elections. 207
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The need of the white workers and the lower strata of the white rural
population coming to the defense of the Negro peoplé vhenever and wherever
it seeks to exercise the right to vote, and this right is either challenged
or denied; and the need of tke enti*e labor mcvament, especially of the
North, acting likewise,

The fact that the first, elementcl reaction of the Souttern Negrnoes,
or of sections of that pcpulation, to the Stprens Couvt decicicn, is to exer-
cise their democratic right by voting in the primeries of e reacticonavy,
bourgeois, anti-Negro and anti-lebor party. the Demvceratic Party, necessi-
tates the greatest care and understand-ng in the pregcentation of the stand-
point of the Workers Farty. :

In its agitation‘and propazanda on this aspect sf ths protlem, vhich is
now the outstanding aspect, the Workers Party makes it clsar that it is en-~
tirely on the side of the Negroass vho want to vote in the Democratic Perty
as against the vhite bourgseoisie which seeks to prevent it from participating
in its primaries. This means that the Workers Party will dazferd, and urge
everyone else to defend, the right of the Negroes tn wnte ir tha Demncratic
Party primaries if they so desire, regardless of the views the VWorkers Party
. has ebout the cheracter of the Democretic Perty. We will defend this right
as elementany political democracyy :

The Viorkers Party will also meke clear that it understends the siSuation,
created by the white bourgeoisie in the South, which promp’is Negroes to ex- -
" ercise thelr democratic right through a reactionary Jim»Cror hourgeols party.

; It will further explain, and lay the- greatest empha31s upon 1t that

even to exercisc their rights in this marmer requires, for the Nagroes in

the South; the maximum of inder ndent organization and measures of self-

° defense against the Jim-Crov hourgeoisic and its politicael organizations,
inaasmuch as the Negroes cannot and dare - not rely for the protection of their
‘rights upon the purely legal guarantee of their democratic right by the
Suprews Court or upon any of the political institutions of the Sourthern bour-
geolisie vwhich are orgenized from top to bottom to keep the Negroes disfran-
chieeé and oppressed. .

At the same time, the Workers Party cannot either drally or in 1ts
writings, call upon the Negroes to voie in or_for a8 reactionary bourgeois
perty, that is, to carry on bourgeois politics. While it defends to the limit
the right of the Negroes to vote in or for a bourgen’.miparty if thet is their
free decision, it cannot urge the Negroes to exercise their demooratic right
in thet menner, inasmuch as it is not in consonance with secialist prihciples
or with the best interests of the Negro people and of their unioen wlth the
expleoited vhite workers. Tne fight for democratic rights, the defense of
the exercise of these rights, is not identical with any emd every form or
manner in which these rights are exercised. On the contrary, the manner in
which these rights are exercised must be considered from the standpoint _
(.e., must be subordinated to) the basic interests of the struggle for free-
dom of the working class, both black and white.

However, in view of the specisl situation that exists in the South, pri-
marily in view of the fact that the fight of the more militant clements
among the Negroes for the right to vote takes, or tends to take the form of
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insisting on the right to vote in the Democratic primaries; in view of the
fact thet this fight awakens the Negro masses to political consciousness,
political activity end sets them in conflict with the white ruling class,
it is necessary to adapt the tone and the emphasis of the Party's agitaii on
and propaganda to the situation in such & menner as to subordinate its re-
tusal to urge the Negroes to vote in & capitalist party to the most vigor-
cus support of the right of the Negro ts vote as and where he fsases, that
is, his right to exercisc the suffrage in vhate7er way he finds most ex-
pedient, and to the most vigorous agitation among all workers for gimilar
support on their party.

Max Shachtman
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RECOMAEND.LTIONS RE SUPKEME COURT DECISION ON TEXAS PRIMARIES

l, Our bdbesic poliéy is to advise the Negroes to help in the formatiom of
an independent Lebor Purty.

2. Specifically, to cell upca the CIJ, AFL, agrisultural organizatinoms, etc.,
to take the iritsative to organize a provisiopfal body for the formaiion of
a Labor Party, mexing specia’. efforis to envoll the Veg*o nerkers ond

' shareeropners.

3. To recogaize, however, that the actual exercise of the suffrage, especielly
in the face of the opposition of the Scuthern ruling class, is an &ct of re-
volutionary significance and is progressive., whatever forms it takes in the
present conjuncture of Southsrn parliamentarism, :

4, The exercise of the franchise by the Negroes in the South today cennot

. he regarded mcrely or only as a parliamentary measure or action, In the

- eircumstances it sets simultaneously into motion also mass struggle between
the Negro masses and the white ruling cless, and next the class struggle
between the Negro~white Lesses and the capitelist class.

S¢ The exercise of the frenchise by the ngroes, either through mixed pri-
maries or through independeni NMegro primariaus, even if on a capitalist ticket
{=.g. Democratic) must te regarded &s sssesllally progressive today in its
immediate and historic contemi. An action of the letser instence, for ex-
ample, actually cerried, ~an pcse the Nogro pronlem ca a national scale

when Negro delegates to the Jrnoﬂratac convantion elaim tieixr seat° as repre-
sentatives of thedr cisirict., ! '

6. Hence., the intertion to 7ote and the prepossd Negro nrimeries (caG. South
Ci.rolina) cannot be inzurded an the specifice eureumsiances merely in a »
parliamentary or cpporitunist seuse. Trem t:otl a mass Negre standponint and

~a class vievpaint. explosive politice are lstept ir such a s*ep as Ncgro
primaries. )

7. Such an asction (indepsndent Negro primaries) is not in. the direction of
further unity ard reilance on the Domoersiic party; but, on the contrary,
it is a step away from, & form of incipien® spiit in fact away from the
capitelist party that leads from indpeenden* W;gro ection tovards the arms
of ladbor. A : :

8. We must enzoucage the Negroes to undertake extra--parliamentary neasures,
where necessary, to onfcrce cheir righte; for the enforeemeat agency of

the Supreme Court decisium wiil be 1ae mss3 zeiion of the Negroes themselves,
to begin with; suca aetionS; fer inssence, &s mess registration, mess open
public voting by exira-par’lisaentary mears if the reguler sovernmentel
channels ere refused or tesmpered with by the Southern oligarchy.

9. Enfrenchisement and its epsiicetion evsn through Negro primeries with

a capitalist label tolay can raprascic an advancs in Negro nonsclousness

and orgenization, andzive %0 the Negwo mazscs a sense of growirg strength,
determination, pcuer and organizaticn-~—a psychologicasl =ad roiitica’ trans-
formation highly importont Jer the ‘mmediate necds aind altimete course of
the Negro masses. '

10, Our policy or eadvies to the Negroes, thereforae, should be: Exerclse
your franchise. Enforec the Supreme Court dGCiSiOL by any 1 ans rou think
best at this uncture, :
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Organize and vote your convictions,

Ve recognize, hence, that only as the Negrocs go through thelr initial
politicel experienccs and through such orgenizcticns as they heve formed
by their own efforis, wilil they learn to become seicetive politisally, end
reach finelly class political views and organization.

11, Such a policy or advice on our part will meke i* easisr to explein

the nced end mcaning for the Negrocs to give orgznized support end perti-
cipation in independent politicel action in the form of a Labor Perty, since
we will have first taken cognizance of their special conaltlons #nd the
need, in their eyes, for special actions.

6/5/44 :
Harry Allex
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- NEGROES AND THE SOUTHERN PRIMARIES
David Coolidge

The demand of Negroes for the right to participate in gouthern primaries
has been given new prominence by the recent decisioun of the U.S. Supreme Court.
This demand did not originate vith this decision bub 28 only been intensified
for the reason that the Negroes take the pcsition that thair case has been
st rensthened by the declaration of tane court that the practice of excluding
them is illegal and unconstitutional. The Negroes procced in this instance
as dc 211 those who begin with the assumption Shal btourgeois democracy can be
made to work and that it is correct and efflcacious 0 f: gut wi thin that frame-
work.

I. The demand of the Negroes for the right to vote in the southern Democrat ic
primaries is a demand for the opportunity to exercise bourgeois democratic
rights as set forth in the federal constitution.

1. Negroes do not have these rights in many southern states. A
~ In these states they are the only section of the population de-
-.nied these rights. fThe exclusion of Negroes from the primaries

is exclusively on grounds of race or color; im unique and is not

comparabla to the poll-tax exclusion which effects Negroes and
poor whites alike. : ;

2. The struggle of Negroes for right to particlpate in the pri-
maries is an elementary struggle to 1lift themselves to the level
of other population groups: a struggle to eliminate group politic-
al disability in relation to the political status of the rest of
the population. It is a struggle to remove the differential
which exiats betwcen Negrocs North ard South in the matter of po-
litical activity. This disability is suffered by -!egrdes as &
whole in the states in question.

- 3. The demand for the right to participate in the primarics, of -
bourgeois~democratic parties, therefore is a demand for an ele-

mantary democratic right by all Negroes in southern statee irre-
gpective of intra-racial class lines.

4. It is incumbent upon northern Negroes to auppor€ this demand
of southern Negroes. At bottom the struggle of the scuthern No-
groes for tho right to participate in the primarics off the bour-
gooig-démocratic partios is of a similar nature to ta@ struggle
of Northorn Negroes for equality in tho North and aidd in the uni-~
fication of the strugglo nationally.

II. Duo to thc above conditions it would be incorrect for jarxzists to base
their analysés and tactics solcly on considerations apperialining only to the
unique class ncods of Nogro prolctanans.

1. In the matter at issuc the democratic righis of tla pe*ty—bourgoois
and bourgeois Nogrocs must be rccognized and protocted.

2. Tho right of all Negroecs to engago in the eolectcral cppar—
atus and procedure of any party, to votc frecly as they noe fis,
to bocomc a candidate on the tickct of any warty aund %o bvo voted
for on thc samo torms and conditions as wthors must bo moongniged
and protocted. ) . ' s
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3. In the South it is important also to rocognizo and dofond
the right of white pooplc to vote for Hcgroos for any #&nd all
offices.

4. The Marxists must siupport and encourege those Negro organi-
zations, particunlerly, formed for the purpese of breaking down '
the diseriminuteory practices im the towth, which dery any and
all democratic rizhte to the Nego pecnie.

ITII. The road to and inzentive to class rtrusgle for Negroes, especiallyd,

in the South, is through tue strvggls for sueh specific vourgeois-democratic

rights as the right to vote, to participat: irn ‘he 1egular primaries, and

to run for office in the established pulitiecal set-up. To ignore this in the
- name of some sort of ”maepe’zdc’qr e" is to forsake the real struggle as it is

today.

1. In the course of this struggle it is the more militant among
the Wegro toilers who will take the lead in the necessary mili-
tant actions necessary to accomplish resulis. It is they also
who will keep up & sustained struggle as the petty-bourgeois and
bourgeois Negroes tend ‘to more "orderly" aad “safer" forms of
pacivity. ' i .

2. Marxists on the scene,! should there be any, partlcipatlng in
this struggle would have opportunity for most fruitful work. There
would be recurring opporiunity for them to pose before the Negroes,
especially the proletarians, all the important questions of the
bourgeois state, bourgeois democracy, bourgeois politics and the
class interests ,of the Negro upper classes.

. 3. Winning the right to participate in the primaries is a continu-
‘ ~ ing struggle. It ies not settled by court decisions or even by con-
stitutional provisions. This has been demonstrated in the South
all through the decades since the emancipation of the Negroes. The
struggle would not be ended even when the South formerly removes
tBe present restrictions. Extra-legal measures would be resorted
to which would engender physical conflict.

4, It is the duty of the labor movement of the South, especially
the CIO (miners, textile and agricultural workers) to initiate and
carry through with the Negroes, the strugele for the democratic
rights for the Negro people. Right now the main fight of the labor
movement is to link up the agitation against the poll-tax with the
' struggle of the Negroes for the right to enter the democratic pri-

: maries. . The CIO should make this demand on the Democratic Party or-
ganization and its titular head, Roosevelt. The Marxists in the la-
bor movement in the South would push this line at a11 times in the
trade unions.

5. A proposal for the Negroes of the effected states to form "their own"
labor party as a solution to the present difficulty even if such a step
is precedurally possible. Such a proposal ignores several pertinent
questions of varying degress of validity. (a) it ignores the nature

of the present struggle, which is an attempt on the part of Negroes,

as Negroes to win a bourgeois—democratic right. Such a recommenda~

tion is a proposal to 1gnore the rights of the Negro petty- -—bcurgeois
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~and bourgeois in the specific matter at issue. (b) It would be
“impossible to explain such a proposal to Fegro proletarians and
agricultural workers, who in this concrete matter feel themselves
a unity with all Negroes, and correctly so. (c) In the concrete
circumstances (psychologlcally, no groundwork done, etc.) it is
an ad hoc proposal. (d) In reality it is not a proposal for

the Negroes to form a labor party but a Negro party. That is pre~
cisely what the Negroes of S. C. were doing when they decided to
send 18 delegates to the Democratic National Convention to con-
test the 18 white delegates.

6. The question of independent political action by Negroes in
the South, as elsewhere, is not basically different from the
same need of the white workers. If the propagonda of Marxists
for independent political action is to be genuine, especially

. for the South, it must be directed primarily to the organized
white workers at the present time, or at least to the trades
unions in the CIO. They must take steps toward a labor party
and urge the Negroes to join. 'The prozram of such a party must
make Negro equality one of its planks.

IVv. As a Marxist Party the WP is opposed to support of bourgeois-democratic
parties. The question at issue here however is not a matter of the WP sup-
porting or not supporting something. The WP does not exist nor does it have
any members or influence in the S. There are no working class parties in
the South. There is no movement of any kird there now for independent work-
1ng class political sct ion. [

" The real problem in certain states is not even the question of Negroes
supporting bourgeois parties. To interpret the demand of Negroes for the
right to vote in Democratic Party primaries or for the right to participate
actively in such primaries, as support of the Democratic Party is only a
species of formalistic radical bigotry. Negroes, especially the more ag~
gressive, would cénsider their insistence on entering these primaries, as
opposition to the Democratic Party, especlally in the South.

We should note here that in a sense, the primaries in such states as
Texas, Mississippi, Ga. and South Carolina, are not fully bourgeois—democratic
primaries. They are different from such primaries in the North and even from
some southern states, say Tenn., Va. and Ky. With the elimination of the
poll-tax and the inclusion they would be co.ipletely bourgeois-democcratic.

Therefore to abstract formbl not ions f-om the concrete situation and
base a position on such abstractien would ve the most sterile and sectarian

nonsense. The South is not the North. Ma:zists would not have the same out-

Iook for the N. To take the identical position; for instance in comnection
with the Powell-Speaks Democratic-Republicer contest in Harlem would be social
and political opportunism covered over with "support of the Negro people."

Whether or not the WP comes out in LA t© say that Negroes should vote in
the Democratic primaries in the South is not the basic question. It is diffi-
cult however to understand on what ground the WP would advise against such
participation, at the present time and in the concrete circumstances. The
Marxiets must support the struggle of the Negroes, all the Negroes, for their
democratic rights. They must use this struggle to separate the Negre toilers .
from other Negroes. They must use this strazzle to achieve the unity of Negro
and white workers. They must use this struggle to lay the base for independ- -
ent political action and the formation of the leblor party. 21 4



AMENDMENT TO THE NEGRO RESOLUTION

When the Resolution on the Negro Question was sent in, I stated that
there were three sections still to follow: (1) on Negro chauvinism, (2)
on the Negro question as an international question, and (3) a program of
action. These are here appended.

I+ Negro Chauvinism

The history of the Negro in the U.S. i: a history of the increasing race
consciousness and a constantly increasing desire to vindicate his past and the
achievements and qualifications of the Negro race as a race. This is an in~
evitable result of his position in American society and is not only a powerful
but a familiar concomitant of the strugzle of nationally oppressed groups av-
erywhero to liberate themselves: It does not grow less with the social de-
velopnent of the oppressed and the oppressing groupsi On the contrary, it in-
creases in direct ratio with the possibilities of liberation. This was recog-
nized by the SWP in its 1939 convention when it adopted a resolution which
stated in part: "....the awakening political consciousness of the Negro not
wgjnaturally takes the form of a desire for independent action uncontrolled by
-whites. The Negroes have long felt and more than ever feel today the urge to
create their own organigation under their own' leaders and thus assert, not on-
ly in theory but in action, their claim to complete equality with other Amer-
ican citizens. Such a desire is legitimate and even when it takes the form
of a rather aggressive chauvinism is to be welcomed. Black chauvinism in-
America today is merely the natural excess of the desire for equality while
white American chauv:.nism, the expression of racial domination, is essent:.ally
reactionary." - .

. So clear is this develoPment that today even the bourgeoisie is reocogniz-
ing it. In An American Dilemma by Gunmar Myrdal, despite its petty-bourgeois
humanitarian attitude, there has at last appeared a serious, thorough and, in
many respects, authoritative study of the Negro question. One of the final
conclusions is that: "Negroes are beginning to form a self-conscious tnation
within the nation', defining ever more clearly their fundamental grievonces
against vhite America." Such a movement with such deep historical roots must
inevitably bring exaggerations, excesses, and ideological trends for which
the only possible name is chauvinism. This trend undoubtedly has dangers.
Marxism both in theory and in practice has demonstrated that the only way to .
overcome them is to recognize the fundamentally pregressive tendency of this
tendency and to distinguish sharply between the chauvinism of the oppressed
and the chauvinism of the oppressor. The duty of the Party is not only to
lead the legitimnte aspirations of the Negro masses but also to educate or-
. ganiged labor as a vhole as to the legitimacy of the feelings of the great
- masses of the Nezro people and the great contribution which this can become
to the struggle for socialism. Despite all apparent difficulties, a bold and
confident policy on the part of our Party has every possibility of success
for the simple reason that whereas in Zurope the chauvinism which is allied
to national movements usually aimed at & separation from the oppressing power,
in the U.S. the race consciousness anc chauvinism of the Negro represent fun-
damentally a consolidation of his forces for the purpose of integration into
American soclety.

II. The Negro guestion as an International Question

The Negro quest:.on in the U.S. durmg the 19th century was perhaps tha.t
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question, among all others, which became a matter of interest and action to
the international proletariat. The emancipation of the Negro slaves and the
Civil War are indiseolubly connected with the foundation of the First Inter-
national. fThe Third International recognized this aspect of the Negro quos-
“tion vhen in its Resolutior on the Negro Question at the Fourth Congress it
devoted a special section to the importance of the role which the Negroes in
the U.S. could play in the emancipation of Negroes all over the world and
particularly in Africa. Today the process of historical development and ca-
pitalist disintegration have carried the Negro question in the US a stage fur-
ther in its international relations. Not only in Britain does the Negro ques~
. tion occupy a foremost place as a test of American democracy but all over
the world and particularly in the Oriental countries the situation and struggk
of the Negro people in the United States has become one of the criteria by
which oppressed nationhlities test the possibilities of their own emancipation.
Among the American Negroes themselves the role and fate of India, of China
and of Burma in their struggles for emancipation is recognized as being con=-
nected with their own strugzles. The Negro press has consistently devoted
many pages to the struggles of the Oriental people and the Pittsburgh Courier
has two regular weekly colums, one by an Indian and one by a Chinese. Negro
organizations, in their recently issued gnifesto to both the Republicam and
Democratic conventions, made "the equality of China" with aF the Allied na-
tions, one of their fundamental demands. It is the function of the Fourth
.- International to develop and to clarify these instinctive strivings of the
eoples. tovagds,rmbemat ionalism. With the utmost seriousness the Party must
'~ recognize and expound the historic rodts of this development and direct it
towards the education and organization of the international proletariat amd
its present allies in their struggle for world socialism.

1. Pro ram of Act1o - f .

“* ‘On pages 12-17 of the origine,l Resolution there 18 stated a program
activity for the Workers Party in the orga.n:.zed labor movement, among Negroes,
in the Negro nat:.onahst ‘movements, in regard to the Negro petty bourgeois '
and, most important of all, in reg,ard to the Negroes and the Labor Party.

The following supplement merely concretizes t.he above in certain directlons '
for ixrmedia.te activ1ty- - : :

1. The first requisite is the systematlc education of the Party on _
the Wegro question. In the period which we are entering, the period of world
upheaval and social crises in America, the Party members must above all on '
this difficult and complicated question have a clear theoretical orientation.
In the NEW INTERNATIOWAL and in internal bulletins there must be a series of
informed studies and discussions on the Marxist interpretation of the devél-
opment of the Negro in the history of the United States. ' Such studies do.
not exist in the U. §. at all except for some 'beginmngs by the Stalinists.
It is impossible for the Party to make any serious and continued progress in
- Negro work without some such preparation. For the time being we merely out-
lind a few of the topics which can be + immediately consideredj(a) the Negroes
in the Civil War. Tro tsky always insisted that it was impossible to appreise
the Negro situation in the U. S. now without an appraisal of their role in
the Civil War. (b) the Negroes in the organiged labor moverent, their his-
torical development in this movement and the interrelation of the Negro com-
munity to these struggles. (c) Negro organizations in the recent past and
in the present, particularly the Garvey movement as the only Negro mass move-
ment which the U.S. history can show. (d) the Negro in Southern agriculture,
(e) Negro social development and political struggles in Africa and in the

').l(.
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West Indies, and (f) the concrete experiences of the W.P. in Negro work.
These studies, for the most part, arc, first of all, matters of fact but
also matters of interpretation. It is practically a virgin field not only
for the Party but for all Marxists in the U.S. They are therefore and for
a long time must mainly matters of discussioan. It is through sttention to
those questions that the party will educate its members and enable them to
represent Marxism among the Negroes and within the ranks of organized labor.
It is by this means also that the Party will be able to influence and to di-
rect the always alert interest of a nationally oppressed people to whatever
deals with its national oppression, however unpopular or distastoful the
gencral ideas of o~ revolutionary group might otherwise be. As a first pre-~
requisite it is necessary to publish the notes and observations of Trotsky
on the Negro question. (2) The National Committee must, in accordance with
the practice and tradition of the Bolshevik movenent, orgenize a special
Negro Department tc deal with the general work among Negrocs. This work must
‘in no way be subordinated with the work among Negroes in the organized labor
movement which is more specifically the work of the Trade Union Department.

~ The work of both departments must be coordinated. The Negro Department should
‘be responsible for a special column in the newspaper on the Negro question
and should invite the participation of non-Party members in.its theoretical

- work. There is a great field for development here today.

.
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3. Vork amcng the Negro masses:z(a) establishment, if at all poss1b1e and
at the earliest time pcssible, of a full-time worker in S. E. idissouri.

(1) publication of a pamphlet of the Party program on the Negro question
and another pamphlet addressed especially tc the Negro masses, on the same
subject. This work is to be coordinated with the regular Party work among
Negroes throughcut the country and within Nezro organizations. ’

- July 31, 1944 : . . -—=J+ R. Johnso@ )
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v o ' TOYARD A PARTY PERSPZCTIVE

World War II marks tke end of am epoch in the history of capitalism.
. Bmpires, nations, classes, parties and ideoilogicel groupings are confronted
with new tasks and. find themselves in chupge’ relationship to old ones.
Every political problem we discuss imprestm itself upon us as being in the
. N first place a prodblem of inpendn.ng chanze of &'gwift and sweeping character.
. ‘A1l of this impresses upon current thouz1: whet has popularly come to be
P " known as "post-war planning®¢ The Marxist knows it is far deeper and more
fundamental than thet. It is a problem of girding oneself for a new histor-
ical gpoch with new tasks and new problems. 'Thoee wio enter the new period
.with out-moded concepts and with habitg o %thought 'b:rn in an out—-l:.ved
: past will be left aside 'by tqe stream cf events.

© *In this sense the Workers Party does not have a perspective. We have
grappled with the political aspects of one. The recent coanvention was occu-
. Pied in.the main with two important questions that dealt with the political
#ghape of things to come." These were the misnamed "national question " -
_ really, the coming Ruropean Revolution ~ and the Labor Party -- really, the
,coming transformation of the American workingclass. We brought to both of
“‘these problems the rich political and theoretical experience of the Trotsky-
. 4st movement. But also in keeping with the tradition of the movement, we
.spent 95% of the effort in chartin_g the course of coming events and 5% in
planning how we can affect these event&. ‘ L e T
E [ N I
e " For decades now we have played the role of clairvoye.nt soothsayers '
warning the workingclass ageinst the "Ides of wmarch.! "From China to Spain,
from "Socialism in one country" to the People's Front we have seen .our viewé
fully vindicated -- workingclass defeats. . Qur whole generation was - -,
'schooled in this process and carried along with their political education =
. the unexpressed feeling that owr role as powerless prophets in the ‘Workers! L
movement was so*nehow inev1ta.ble. . RS Lo :

).. ,"v.

_ The Trotskyist moveme"xt is now 20 years old on the intematlona.l scene,
and 15 years old in this country. Few of the ploneers remain-in the ranks.’
Yet in the ranks and among .the sympathizers ars masny who have steadfastly
‘carried on for five, eight, and ten years. This despite the repeated de-
feats and repeated disappointments. Germany, Austria, France, Spain; each -
“in turn a class battlefield, each in turn a new hope, each in turn & bitter
disappointment. And more ‘bitter for us’ than for others, for we knew that .
defeat was not caused by the overpowering weight of the enexrw but w the stu-
pidity e.nd cowardice of the leadarship. \ . :

- Our profound convictions inatilled by a arxist program. proved virtval-

Ly unshekcable by our political opponents. The numbers of owr adhercnts vho
ambraced Stalinism, reformism, centrism, or enarchism are insignificant. = :
Yet hundreds and probably thousands tirad -of the seemingly hopeless struggle
and dropped by the wayside. YNo politicael differences", they said. But

"+ they found a dozen and ono persona2l reasons for leevmg. Yet, upon reflec-

;tion, it is not surprising that so many tired and left. What is surprising

‘ s 18 that so many remained. EHistory has few examples to compare with the 20 - -

g "~ years struggle of our movement to survive against the combined pressure of

) many enemies. Barely tolerated in the bourgeois democracies, persecuted in
the fascist dic»atorslup's and coloniel empires, and ruthlessly exterminated
in Russia and wherever clse the Stalinists had the power, the movement sur-

. vived solely by a deqp conviction in its program. Execu‘cions in Russia,
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assassinationa in J‘rnnce Spein, SWitzerla.nd and Mexico and imprisonment
in prectically every nation of the world highlighted the persecution of
Trotskyists. Less dramatic bdbut just as telling in the daily lives of mem-
bers in this country, as in others wher« “}e movement remained legal, was
the intolerance against Trotskyists, as uncompromising revolutionists.
x . practiced by govermnmental agencies, emplioyers and trede unicn officials.
Z "Protskyism" wvas a reason for not being given a WPL job in New York and
[ . #Trotskyism" was a raason fer evictmg sharecroppors from governmant setile- '
ments in Missouri. - . \

In recompense there was neither & "one~-gixth.of the 'world" to look to,
nor a vast trade union apparatus, nor even a "Socialist 4ilwaukce.* Ve
lived and survived by our program . ' - o

‘But & political movemnt mst ‘base itself upon a perspective of pro-
gress. No movement can grow, or even live, whose program offered no hope
‘end foretold only doom. Our movement does have hope.. In the last analysis

. that is what our program represents for mankind. Trotsky once referred to
.the fact that rarxism #is saturated with the optimism of progress." But
"tihis reduces itself in our thinking to the view that "vmen socialism fmally '

comes it can. only be througn our progra.m." T

; ('rypical of how our psychological cond:.t 1oning through years of dis—

- a.ppointmonts leads us to approach problems was the warning voiced in lead- °

ing circles of the party after Pearl Earbor when discussing the prodabdle

" length of the war: "Don't look for revolutions too soon. If you do you
- will be disappointed and demoralized.® In place of such possible disap-

. pointment there was advanced the “sober and safe" perspective that the war

- - 'would go on for 10 or 15 years before a military decision would emerge and
~ that it vas utopia.n to expect revolutions before that occurred.)

Eow long cen & movame nt exist with this perspect ivet Proba‘oly inde~

~finitely. But it will finally exist in a vacuum of its own creation with-
' out any relation to the sccial forces that )nould history.

Hov/ever, the more p\.rtinent questlon today is vhether :Lt is necesswry
to continue with such a "perspective®. Is it necessary that between our
daily political tasks and the future vhen our views will be accepted by
millions there remein & gray void '7here a pyrspective cannot penetrate?

Ta‘hat of the immediate post-'mr period? %ill those specific features

y B - . of current revolutionary iarxism we kmow as Trotskyism be left behind in
' the epoch which gave them birth as the revolutionary ;arxist program once
more becomes the progrom of masses in motion? Will we Ymow how and when

. to exchenge the critic's pen for the conductort's baton or, at leocst, o

. firet fiddle? Eow will this come about? #ill it " just happen"? Is the

" transition from propcgonda sect.to mass party just a planless. accruing of
forces? Or con we chart a course for our party as we do so ably for classes,
nations and for history generally? Can we plan the Bt"gus ~nd steps ond
conscionsly direct the party through themv

. This article presents 'm a.ffirmative ansver to the lost question. It
is nv view that it is not only possible but indispensable. Eowever, the
article will not offer the solution. It will seek to indicnte along whnt .
EE lines, in my- view, the solution lies. The solution will not be found by
' © . ony one person. It will be & product of 'che movement. It is my hope thrt

-~
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' this article will direct thought to the problem zmd 1niti'xte a process where-

by the solution will be found:

In this sense it is o continuation and gencral summation of three pre-
vious documents in which I sought to dedl with partial aspects of tne Pfod-

. Yem. These wero:

“Transitional Progmm and Socialist Ag:l.t'xtlon " June, 1942
"Toward a idoss Revolutionary Party," June, 1943 ~
"POPularizing SOCJ.alism on the Amencan Scene," January, 1944

Each of these deepened my understandlng of the problem, especially in
making me aware of the historical roots of the question. It is now apparent
to me that the question could not be answered beyond the limits of the above

* -documents without a more serious attempt to outline the historical fundement-
- als that underlie the tvhole question of the future of our party. Precisely

because we stand at the close of a distinct epoch in the history of the

. morkingclass, an understanding of olir party and its future must begin @ith

an evaluation of the epoch which produced our movement. To begin with 1940
and the founding of the ‘Jorksrs Party would be very artificial and yield

- 1ittle. TFor the founding of our party was but another stage, though a very

important one, in the history of the Trotskyist motement. It is in tho his-
torical meaning of "Trotskyism" and its movement that 7o must seek the his-*
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