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1. Stalinist Russia is a reactionary state based upon a new
system of econonic exploitation, hreauncratic co]lectivism._

" The ruling class is the burcoucracy which through its control of
the state collectively owns, coantr.ls and manages the basic means of
production and exchange. The labhovring classes, the workers and
peasants, are the chattels of the wrecaucracy, tied to the factorles
and land as part of the means of production, The basic motive force
of the economy is the extraction of more and more surplus labor from
the toilers so as to increase the revenue, power and position of the
bureaucratic ruling class,

2. Thus, while bureaucratic collectivism, in common with all
previous class societies, rests on the exploitation of the many by
the few, its productive relations are cdistingulshed from those of
1ts predecessors by the specific manner in vhich the means of produc-
tlon &anji labor are united in the economy, This determines the dis-
tinctive social rclations and specific laws of development of Stal-
inist Russia, A

The bureaucratic-collectivist productive relations demand that
the ruling class have an absoclute monopoly over the vast national
market (protected by the monopoly of forcign trade), and opcrate the
economy by means of totalitorian statc planning, The relations
within the ruling class -~ the share which individual burcaucrate
receive of thce wealth produced, their relatlive .power and position,
the manner in which individuals enter or are forced out of the rul-
Ing class -- are determined by non-cconomic, primarily political
forces. The burcaucracy, however, is more than a political burcau-
cracy. It has fused all cconomic and political power into its own
haends ond it 1s the ruling class econonilcally, politically and scc -
lally. It cxploits the laboring masses collectively through its
statc and therchby merges tihe eccnomlc armd political clements of
class rule., It directs the economy through political terrorism, and:
usces the state power (&s well as economic necossity) to compel the
toilers to labor in the factorlies and fields, Political torrorism
and forcocd labor arc thercforec inhorent characteristics of the Stal-
inist productlve rclations,

. As a result of those social rclations, the bureaucratic ruling
class is dircctly concerned with the cconomic and political streng=-
thening of the country in order to maintain 1ts own rule., Thosc

latlons form the bagis for the Stalinist-imperialist exploitation
and oppression of the minority peoples within the Soviot Union, the
Stalinist "Empire", And because of thc exlstence of such a vast,
rmlti-.nationel sphere of domination (rich in raw materials, 1and, and
non-povicr) ond because of the backwardness of Russlan cconomy, the
impe riciist charactor of the Sovict Union with rcference to Poland,
the Balitics and Balkans, otc., 18 closcr to the militory-bureaucratic
imperiaiism of Czerism than to modern cepitalist impe riallsn,
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In relation to the capitalist imperialist states Russia occuplos
" the pnsltion of o huge naotional trust which, by monopolizing the
home market, iIntensifies the contradiction existling in these coun-
tries boetween tho tendency for the unlimited development of the pro=-
ductive forcos and the growing liridtations of the markets for capit-
al investments and for the scle nof ccrmodities, From the stcndpoint
of Russlan industrial and cultural development, the overthrow of

war 1d capitnlism 1s an indispensalle condition for the liberation of
its own nationally confined productive forces, so that it could benc=-
fit fully from the advanced Westceirn tochnique and tako 1ts place as
"an intogral part of a progressive world cconomy, Hero also, bureau-
cratic @ollcctivism (Stalinism) rcveals its soclally reactionary
charactor in 1ts rolc as an assistant of out-lived capltalist im-
poerialism 1n thc task of destroying the independent working-class
movement for sociclisn,

3. In contrast to Russian burcaucratic collectivism, ccplitalism
in any of 1ts forms is based upon the private (or corporate) owner-
ship of the basic means of production and exchangoe by individual
capitalists, ond the exploitation of the masses with the aim of ox-
tracting more and more profits for these individual capitalist pro-
‘perty ownors, : :

. ' r
Under Fescisnm, and to a growing degreoc in all malern capitalist
imperiallist countries (particuliarly when they assure the form of wor

| economy), the totalitarian state control over economy does not abole

ish but cnly supplements the baslc productive relations of capitalism,
The Fasclst statec rcgulation of capltal invostments, limitations on
profits, forced lebor and fixed pricces and weges, monopoly of forcign
trode, ote.,, heve produced new, subsidlary, productive rclaticns.
which have bcen super-imposcd on the basle capltalist productive

b, relations, and are indispensable in ordcr tec maintain the latter in

the ccnerete historical conditions of .soclal crisls and war, In
this regime of state-controlled capitalism, then, the bureaucracy

1s the politieal agency of the proporticd class, defending bourgcols
soclety, capitalist ownership, exploitation and profits, and con-
cucting a war for the cxtension of the ficlds of investment for
German big business,

. 4., Unlike early bourgeols socloty which was progresslive, bur-
caucrctic collectivism 1s reactlonary from the day of 1ts birth,
While it has succccded ovor a period in raising the industricl lecvel
of the country, its productive rclatlons arc in actuality trerendous
obstacles to the real growth of the social productivity of labor
(the cconomic basls of social progress), the ralsing of the living
standards of the mnsses, and the doeveloprient of soclety toward soc-
lalist sccurity and frecedom, . .

The Russian bureaucracy has succecded in increcasing thoe indus-
trial and agricultural cutput of the country only by tho most ruthless
exploitation of the workers amd pecsants; through totalitarlan con-
trol of the wast internal market and the abundant materlal and human
resources at its dlsposal (raw materials, gold, man-power, otc.);
and the importaticn of advanced cepitalist technique from abroad,

Yet dosplte thoso, and despite its suporior forms of organizing
economy (statc ownership and planning), Stalinist Russic has oxperie
oncced rnpld, cyclical fluctuations in the deveclopment of cconomy, In

. reccnt years therc has been a marked decline in the annual rate of in-
-eroase of 1ndustriel -cutput. Even the brief periods of 1ncroasing6
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producticn do not lcad to greater socinl stability. On the eontrary,
thcy acentunte the contradictions of the cconomy nnd the insccubity
of the rcgime,. Thus burcaucratic collcctivisn cannot decvelop-the
productive frrecs progressively in any socially significant scnsc,
thnt is cver o long historical p‘rimh, such as is the caso with pro-
gressive soclctics,: .

It is th¢ burcaucratic pr-duc*ivv rclations themsclves which hame
per the d-vclopment of the forces ¥ preduction., The tervoristic reai
gime, which is an intcgzral part or thoso relations, lcads to constant
disrupticns in prcductinn, such as thoss arisinz from thc incvitable
purges, The productive reclations as a whole bring about continual dis-
propertions in the ecutput of the .various sécters Of the cconomy depen-
dent upen one ancther, and thereby tremendcus cconomic waste; the low
efficicnecy of production arising from thc forccd character of labor
and the poverty of the masses; the poor quality of industrial output,
and the approprintion by the ruling class of an incrensing shﬂre of
the national wecalth,:-

Under these conditions, not cnly the massos, but also the ruling class,
the burcaucracy, live in pormanent political insecurity, uncertainty
ané terreor,. Stolinism has failced to estgblish cithor a progressive or
a stable cconnmic amd social order, ,

L . 5. The uniquo character of burcaueratic collsctivism ariscs from
- 1ts conerttc historical origing, It is the product of the burcaucratic
cnunter-revolutionary OVthhPOW of thc Russhan Workers! Statc,

: The Bolsheviks; tha revnlutinnary party of the proletariat, took
power in a culturally backward country. The economic and political
inscecurity of the regimc accentuated by the c¢ivil war and impericlist
intervéention, led to increasing limitations of democracy in the socicte

. the trade unions, the factory ccmmittces, the ccoporatives, and to the

- monopely of politicnl powcr ¢f the Bolsheviks. With the expropriation
of the landlords and the cepitialists, and the nationaligation of tho

.. basic means of production and exshange, thc state and the cconomy were

: ndministored by a bureaucracy contrnllcd by the Belsheviks,

The counter rccolutinn carried thrnugh by the Stalinis t faction
of the Party wns btrengthcened by the defeats of th: socialist revolu-
tions in western Europe. The old bureaucracy was gradually transforrncc
by Stelin; the new bureaucracy, with thc Stalin faction asits rcpre-
sentntive, utilized the administrative contrcl of the statc and econory
and the slogans of the Russian revolution to destroy 1ts opponents
within Russia an¢d in the Communist Intcrnational, It feveloped the
thecory and practice of "socialism in one Ccuntry". On the one hand it
wipéd out virtually all rcmnents of the old capitalist elements in in-
Custny, trade ané agriculture and strengthened nationalized property.
On the oth:r hadn, it destroyed thc limited workers dunocracy that had
cxlsted ( in the soviets; frctory cormittees and trade unions) and
liquicated the rcveluticnary Bolshevik perty, murdering its best repre.
sentatlvos. .

In the bureancrntically-defnrnwd workers! state of Lenin and
Trotsky, the pelitic~1l power of the proletariat wes expresscd through
the politicerl power cf the revolutionary party, the Bolsheviks. In
crushing cvery manifestation and vestige of the politicnl power of

the werkinzg clnss, the Stalinists thorceby overthrew the workcers az;te.
: : |
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and converted the state property into the indespensible economic basa
is of its own bureaucratic totalitarian rule. When the Stalinists aen-
nounced "the complete and irrevocable victory of socialism", they were
in fact célebrating the triumph of bureautratic cotlectivism,

6. Thus, the new Stalinist woctehy was born as a reactionary
obstacle to the development of Ruszeia and world soclety toward soc-
1sliast freedom and security. Frorn & historical viewpoint, Russia has
taken a bastard path backward from the reglrie established by the
Bolshevik revolution{ It is from the start torn by contradictions
and antagonisms whioch exclude the possibility of its taking the pro-
gressive road as did early bourgecis society. It arrlves on the
scene of history as an expression of wworld social reagtion, at a time
when on a world-wide scale the economic conditions already exist for
a great leap forward from class exploktation to socialist freedom
B¢ ond plenty, and when the working class is the only social power which

;can bring about the progressive transformation of soclety.

3 7. The class-conscious workers have no interests in common with

¢ thlis new system or exploitation and oppression, bureaucratic cotlectiv-
tism, In wartime as during peace the revolutionary socialist rmust not

' give any support to the Stalinist state. Our task is that of awakening
' the working class to the socinlist struggle against bureaucratic p

k. colledtivism as against democratic imperiglism and -Fascism -- fanr 1~

f working class power and sociﬂlism.

3 Revolutionary socinlists, ‘therefore, are not defensists with

k respect to the Stalinist state either dn peacetime or in war, any more

i than they are in the capitalist states, ' They advocate and support only

f. those measures which lead towards the independent organization

f and action of the working class against the burenucracy, for social-

t ist rcvolution and workers'power. They will scek allies anong the

. peasAntry and the opprcssed national minoritics withih the Stalinist

} - statc., In the coursc of the struggle agninst Stalinism, thore will

f incvitably arisc both progressive and recacticnary movements, both

. under the banncr of demotracy. Rcvolutionary socialists, while advo-

t cating socinlist democracy, will support all progressive democratic

. movcrients agninst Stalinism and scek to gain leadership in such move-

E ments, They will oppose all recactionary movements, in particular thosc

. connccted with the bourgeois imperialist power., Such movements hawme
‘as their aim the rcstoration of capitalism, Revolutionnsry socialists

£* are as opposcd to capitalist restoration in Russia as they are against

- thc maintcnance of Bureaucratic cnlluctivisn.

In no case do we acccept the alternatives. Stlainist rcaction or
capitalist-imperialist rcaction, as the dctcrminant of tho struggle
of thc working class, any more than we do in the casc of the alterna-
tives Pascism or imperialist democracy. Rcvolutionary workcrs must
take thce third road: the strugzlc azainst both typcs of rcaction and
cgainst the cxpleitative and opprcessive socictics from vhich thkey
spring, thc strugglo for the politic~l power of thce prolotariat and
for socialism, No othcr victory can lcnd to the cmancipation pf the
working class and the progress of humanity.

8. Hitler's 1nvusinn of Russia is an intogral part of thc Sccond
World VWar, Thc inmodiatc aim of the Gernan attack 1s the conqucst of
Russian territory primarily for cconomic and military advantages in
the struggle to defcat British and Arcrican imporialism; and the sciz-

uro of the rich Russian rcsrurces as o step towmrrd completo world69
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cominatlion, The Anglo-Amorican alliance with, and aid ton, Russia
are almed at the defeat of German imperialism, Stalin's dofense of
Russia is a defense of the burecucracy's dictatorial rule over the
Russian poople and the opppvessed notionalitiss (Ukraine, etc.), 2nd
a defense of his irmperialist conqguests since 1939 in the Beltices,
Balkans, etc. As against both inp~riclist camps - Berlin-Rome-Tokyo
and Washington-London-Moscow - tiir ‘lorkers Party remeins the Party. ..
of the Third Camp of Labor and the Gpprcssed Peoples., In a1l the -
belligerent countrlies the intercsts of the working class -~ the cause
of genuine national freedom and sociullsn ~- call for unrelenting -
opposition tc the home government with the aim of workers! govern-
ments and & World Sociallst Federation, the only road to durable
pea ce and freedon, ,
* % T #
(8igned) Joscph Carter
Manny Garrett
Paul Tenple -

- Frank Demby '
Rob't. Fevins [Pavl 8acn’]
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