f . POLITICAL RESOLUTION -

'}. The sccond world .war is about to onter its thitrd ycar., It has el

; roecdy lasted half as long es the first world war, yot, in spito of :
* the lightning specd at which it wvns launched and, within bricf periods,
carricd on (Blitzkriocg), no deceisive victory is in sight for either -
of the belligeront camps, not cven for the thus far successful Axis,
Reviewing tho past twe ycars of th war, the following conclusions

are clecarly evident: ST ' o

. &) The Blitzkricg technique introduced into the war by Germany .
as & fundamental change from the mothod of warfare pursucd between ™ 7
.1914-1918, calculated to avert a long drawvn-out conflict and to ach-

- ievo an ecerly end conclusive victory, has thus far at least failed of

- 1ts principel objective., The tempo Q: Blitzkrieg cannot bc sustalned
" for long periods of time. Aftor oagh heotic offensive drive, an in-
tervel must bc £1lowed for the rcencoumulation and re-grouping of
human and mrterial forces for the intcnsive campaign that must follow,
~Thesc forces arc nct inexhaustible; rather, the reservoirs of thom-
tend to diminish in availabllity and in effectivencss. Moreover, the
intorvals between drives have tended to become longer, in the dggreo
‘that Gormany is cempclled tc face enomies of greater military-material
resources than those she had tb@fight at the beginning of the war and.
‘in the degrce thrt thesce cnemies: organize their resources and insti-

arian control over ‘economic and political life. of thc country.

. b) The very dcpth of the crisis of Gorman capitelism which broughf
Fascism to power is what dictntes to the leadership of tho Axis theo
bremendous scope of its aims and ambitions In the present war and the
desperateness cof 1ts determinstion to rcalize thcm lest it perish al-
-togebhor, That 1is why small morsols could not appease it; that 1s
why a peace now, eoven worc that possible, could only mark a briof- )
-truce before the war was resumed cn an even more violent scale, How=
ever, it is preciscly the vastness and insatiability of German imper-
falist prctensions end the intransigence with which it must fight to
satisfy them, that engenders no less desperate a v determination on
‘the part of its imperialist rivals in the war (as well as, up to a
_certain point, the fear of 1ts alliocs and quasi-allics) to resist its
expan31on to the bitter end and to crush it to eacrth cven more brut- -
ly than at the end of the first world war, Although it does not
nppear likely et prcsent, it is neveortheless not excluded that, as was
the caso in France, the TFortuncs cf wer may bring the ruling class of
England t0 capituletc to Hitler and to establish a British Vichy. But,
ageinsas in Frence, this would only hasten the inevitable decomposi-
tion of the Empire, without bringing about real peacc. Tho British
_Petains and Darlans would then most probably become Hitler's auxiliari
, fcs in the war against American imprialism and the remnants of the
®°  British Empire allicd with it. In a word, it is not so much that worl(
imperialism does nct want pecce as th-t it cannot have 1t! That is
why Hitler now appeaks in vain to bc allowed to play the role for whict
his present adverserics In the war groomed him beforc and aftor he camc
to power in 1933, i.,e., the role of subjugator of the Sovict Union and
g dispensor of the acquired booty umong the big Amporialist powers of
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“tutions after the Hitlerite pattérn, including an intenser totalit- -
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«  tho glo¥e., Thet is why his offer to stop thc war with #n lo-Ambrican
x imperinlism and confinc himself to cnrving up the Soviet .Unien among
all thc big powers of the carth, have fallen upcen deaf egrs, sc far .
as the dceisive sections of the Anglo-Amcrican bourgcoisic aro con-
cerned. _ , : .

¢) The prospects of the dev010pmont of the war arce thus 1nd1ca-
ted. As pointed out in the pulitical resolution of the last Plenum
g of the Workcrs Party, therc is no 1mportpnt sign of the war boing
- brought to an early cenclusion with a strong victory for cither im-
>~ porielist sidec and thc consolidrtion of reattion that would likely
onsue. On the contrary, all signs point to the prolongation of  the
war, and even tc 1ts further deogencration into a terribly cxhausting .
war of attrition. The fronts of thc war do not decrease in number, -
but they do increcase, Alroadv, four-fifths of the population of the
worlé is at war, The "islands of peace" of yosterday are thc arenas
of wer of today cor of tomorrow, Unc after another, overy country of
_-the globe is being sucked into the bloody maclstrom. Yosterday

Yugosliavia and Grecce, tuday Rmssia, tomorrow the United States and
'all the other remaining "non-bolligerents". Fven subducd France will
not be abvle to escapo rencwed belligerencey, any marc than Japan will
be able to confine her military activities to the "private war" in
China, All over the world th: pcople will have to pay with rivers
of blood, with misery and devastation, for the crimes of the tradi-" |
~ tionel leadership of the labor movcment, the Second and Third Inter-
natienals, which had it in their power ycars ago to destroy the '
- poisonous nonstor of wnrld 1mperia11sm, along with lts offspring, war.

Those concluaions arc of greqt ‘importrnce in apprais ing the interna-
tional perspectives of the social rovolution. The notion thet where-
ever Hitler sets fcot the very pessibility of popular movements, much
less revolutions, is automatically wlped out, has nothing in common
with our thinking, but is typical of the politifal mythology of the
democratic intclligentsia and the turncoats from radicalism whe turn
to stone at the mere picture of a Panzer division, The faét isi i
 thet nowherc has Hitlerism becn @blc to establish a rcgimo in the -
countries it has conquered which has cven the outward solidity of :
the regime in Uermany., Nonc of the Quisling or semi-Quisling govern-
ments sct up bx Germany enjoys the slightest mass popularity, and .-
~even such "old" nnd "established" regimcs as Mussolini's have had vo
te given military and police support at hcme by hitler. In other
words, all the indicetions availeble to us show that Yermany has tecn
~and will continuc to be un~cble tc consolidate its victorios ip the )
conouered territories on even a remotely peaceful and "normal basis,
but rrther thrt it will have to kecp maintaining a rigild, Intolerab:ry
burdensom and exhaustive police rcgimo vherever it ralses its flag, -

o The growing restlessness and even guerrilla warfare im: the occupied
| countries, prrticularly in Poland, Scrbia, Norway and Franco, con-

.| tain tho promise of mass popular and even revolutionary movoments in
o the visible futurce, nnd no matter how bloodily Hitlerism may scck to
suppress them in their initial stages or in their first opcn attemntu
it 1s out of these irrepressible movements that will arisce the forcos
thet will sound the denth-knell of all tho 1mp‘r1alist war-mongers an
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gnprcssdf§: Considering the circumstances in which these movements
are arising and developing, it would be a fatal mistake on the part

of the revolutionary internationalists to ignore them or fail to in-
fluence them. These movements are deeply rooted in the conditlons

and thoughts of the masses, almost all of whom detest thelr forelgn
oppressor and some of whom are even shedding or have already shed the
prevailing i1llusions about their riretended "liberators" in the camp

of Anglo-American imperialism, that is, the "liberators" who continue
to exploit and oppress the colonial peoples of the world as they have
done for decades. It is inevitable, particularly in light of the _
state of the labor movement todey, that these elementary popular move-
ments of discontentment and rebellion should take petty-bourgeols and
patriotic forms in the first stages of their development. It 1s not
surprising that the imperious exigencies of war should even impel

. Anglo-American imperialism to cncourage and even initlate such move-

ments (as by the "V" campaign); or that these movements should tend

" at the outset to comc largely under the influence of imperiallsm.

But because of the veary naturc and the inherent rossibilities of
these heroic and popular movements, this is only added reason why the
Marxists.in every country must not only pay the most detailed atten.-
tion to their progress but seei, 1f possible.in the very midst orf
them, to influence them and direct them along proletarian and inter-
nationalist lines, to frce them from the. reactionary grip of the i
perialists who seek to dominate them, and to link them with the lapor
and revolutionary movements in the countries where the latter are
still able to operate more freely.' This task, which is inseparably
connected with the victory of the Third Camp in the war -~ the victory
of the workers, peasants and colonial peoples -~ cannot be accomplish-
ed by a disdainful or doctrinaire ignoring of these movements betause
of the primitive political state in which they are now to be found,
Neither can it be accomplished by abandoning the independent class
line of the revolutionary proletariat and uniting with the lmpotent
and perfidious bourgeols demoerats in exlle who pretcnd to be the
chosen representatives of the suffering pcoples and who aim to keep
the conspiratorial movements within imperialist, pro-war channels.
Quite the contrary. It is only by keeping intact our independent
class program and orgenization, the Workers Party and the Fourth In-

.ternational, it 1is only be relentlessly cxposing anc-combatting the

Beneses, de Gaulles, Sikorskys ané thier ilk that we can hope to
influence these movements and help guild them to a struggle for true
freedom anc. peace. : :

At the same time, and especially with an eye towards the future, we
mast intensify our propaganda against the war aims of the democratic
imperialists. They have already announced (Roosevelt and Churchill
in the "Charter of the Atlantic") that they intend to establish their
"peace" by means of a European and world police regime, aimed not 2aly
at keeping their imperialist rivals under heel, but at suppressiry
the inevitable popular democratic and revolutionary movements thet
arc svre to arise with arms in hand at thc end of thc war, if not
before it ends. The masses must thus prepare to resist, under their
own flag, not only the super-Brest-Litovek "peace" of Axis imperial-
1sm but the super-Versailles "peace of Allied ‘mpericlism.:
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. Tor thelr defense", it 1s only decscribing the systematic replacenent

ad
II

The war, meanwhile, is taking increasingly the form of a life and
death struggle between the titans of German and American imperiallsm,
in which the allics of each, no mriter how strong, no matter how much
they strive for an independent pocition in the alliance, are more and
more compelled to play the role of auxiliary or satellite of their
respectivc leader. Italy is already less than a sccond rate element
in the configuration of the Axis. The fortuncs of Japanese imperial-
ism are increasingly dependent upon the fortunes and military strat-
egy of Berlin. Ag the war grows literally and truly into a world
war, even China 1s threcatened by submergence beneath the conflidt of
the big powers, and by becoming an integral part of the Anglo-American
camps having her democratic war of independence converted into a -
subordinate sector of the imperlialist war. :

What holds for the overwhelmingly dominant position of Berlin among
the Axis powers, holds for thc dictatorial position of Washington in
the rival camp. Among the latter, the continuation of resistance to
Axis expanslion for cvcn a single day is now cntircly dependent upon
the decisions of American ixmperialism. This 1s substantially true

- even Tro Russia. Immedlately idpon being dravn into the war with

Germany, the S alinist bureauc:acy, having lost any allies among the
international %orking class, concluded a full-fledged military and
political alliance with British imperialism, and in effect also with

- American impcrialism. Although desirous of keeplng as much indepen-
~ dence as possible in the alliance (like Italy, in the other camp,

but to a much greater degree and on a larger scale), the Stalinist
regime 1s obliged in the course of the war to come under the cominance

b or Washington~London, not only in the form of depcndence upon great
‘volumcs of war material, and even of direct military intervention and

collaboration (in the Fpr East, in the Near Zast - Iran - and in the
North) but politically and in the elaboration of a joint military -
strategy calculated to eliminate all distinctions betwecn the Stallnist
army and the armies of Gemocratic imperialism. It is more evidént
every day of the war that where the shibboleth of "defecnse of the
Soviet Union" i1s not equivalent to direct and conscious support of

‘Anglo-American imperialism, it has the same objectlve effect.

The British Empire too 1s gradually passing under the tutelage of
Apericon lmperialism, and the desperate position of England confrorted -
by her irmediate eneny, prevents her from doing much more than slow
uown soncwhat the inexorable process of disintegration at the hardc
0¥ her overwhelning ally. The agitetion of the American "isolation-
ists" against the United States "fighting England's battle" is at
once demagogical and preposterous. Anerican imperialism is doing no
such thing and has no desire or intentlon of doing so. It is enter—-
irg the war primarily in order to prevent Gernan-Japancse imperialicm
“von beconming its succcssful world rival, but at the same time it alnos
o redu.z England to a very ruch subordinated power in world econcmic
erd politlcal l1life. Weaning Canada from London and to New York and
Ye.shingion 1s reaching the culmination of#r process that has been
going on for years. When the American press reports that Sydney, Hong -
¥cng and even Bonbay "are looking more to Washington than to Longdon
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of Britain's imperial power by America's. The North and Central
Atlantlc footholds of British imperialism have been turned over to

the United States, not without some muted opposition from the former,
Even in Latin Anerica domination of which is one of the richest
prizes of the war, the increasingly successful joing campalgn of Anglo-
Apmerican imperialism to drive out German, Japanese and Itallan imper-
lalism, 1s belng accompanied by o drive to stbstitute North Anerican
control wherever Britain, too, hac ecstablished 1s economic and pol-
itical influence. Indeed, London is reduced to appealing to the negw
cles of the merciless Anmerlcan bourgeoisie which is working to replxe
England altogether in Latin America, with the rcally bascless argunent

- that "the Anerican governnent understands that 1t is not in the inter-

ests of the war effort to deprive England of her economlc power." How-
ever, the remorseless crowding out of England by the United States is
going on steadlly, and in spite of mnutual efforts to conceal it, break:
outt from time to time in public "scandals!. The fraudulence of all
clains that this i1s a war for democracy, the reality of the thoroughly
imperiallst character of the war, could hardly be gliven nore cynical
crnphasis than this sordid conflict between the noble "allics."

If the United Sgates has thus been able to establish 1ts decisive and
doninznt position in the weir without directly entering it, it is not

Aifficult to imagine the positiion 1t will occupy or seck to occupy

when it 1s able to throw the '{url weight of its industrial, financial
and hunan resources into direct war participation. However before

 this rcint can be reached, American imperialisn has a nultifude of

coaplicated problens to ‘solve which are of trenendous 1rportance 41so

: itc the working-class moverent. These problens belong to the order,

rst, of effective nobilization of the Amcrican industrial machine
or war, and secondly, what is rclated to but not indentical with it,
tnn nobilizetion of popular norales, both inside and outside the army.

- In necigher field, especially not in "the sccond, has the Roosevelt re-

gime recorded any scnsational successes.

‘ “Victory in this nost totalitarian of all wars is possible, all other

factors being nore or less equal (natural resources, industrial plant,

- m2 power, etc.), only for the camp that is able to establish "total®

econonic and nolitical controls on the widest scale. At bottomp, our
confidence in the ability of the working class to triump over Fasclsn
not only at home but even in any inter-national war, is based upon
the ability of this class tc¢ establish complete, democratic, efficlent
and planned control and nanagenent of the ccononic nachinery of the
country once it acquires political power. In any war it is then ci.-
iiged to conduct, it could generate trenendcus enthusiasn and norals
vor it would not be fighting for inperialis ains, a fact so casy t¢
dernonstrate that it could not fail to undermine the arned forces of
the reactionary eneny. What centralization of energies and powers
such a reglime would find it necessary to establish would be based upon
ané interlinked with the widest democracy for the tolling people, an:
would in no war be tainted by the autocratic and reactionary chare:-
terlstics of Fascism. On the other hand, Fascism robilizes its war
rachirery by necans of chains, daggers, concentration canpg, by sup=-
pfessing mirderously the working class and all denocratic 1nstitut13ns.
At the sane tine, however, it subordinates the selfish interests of
capltallst indieviduals or groups to the general interests of capital-

ist ecxpansion, thus overconing with bureaucratic brutality. the diffi-
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culties presented by conflicting capltalist interests and ambitions,
By a bureaucratic, super-conccntration of power, it subnits all wills
to the wil: of the political representatives of nonopoly capitalisn
vhich is, after all, the only erfective way nodern war can be carriz
on by a degenerated capitalist worldi - '

Basically, the comparative slownecs of the Aperican war mobilization
thus far, and theregfore the delay in Armericals direct entry into the
war, is traceable to the inability of the American bourgeolisie to
establish totalitarian, Fascist controls. This inabllity is in turn
due to other factors whica have contributed up to now to the slowing
down of the tempo of totalitarianizing the United States: the un- |
wlllingness of sections of thc bourgeoisie to submit to such controls;
the absence of the sare econonic and political compulsions %o which
German inmperialisn was subject, or their abscncc in the sane degree;
the conflict in the ranks of the bourgeoisie over imperialist policy
(®"appeasenent®, that is, leaving Europe for the tine being to Germany
end concentrating Anerican expansion in Latin Anmerica’. and the Orient,
versus the predoninant policy of integral world expansion); the need
of naintaining to sonec dggrece the idecological fiction of a "war for
denocracy"; and above all, the existance of a powerful, vigorous,
growing, undenoralized and unbeated labor movement. But, against all
these factors opcrates the insistent need of carrying the war to a
successful conclusion for -American inmperialism, andthis can be accon-
plished only by nolding the "Amerlican war" so thot it takes oa nore
ané norc of the characteristics of the "Hitler wap" - that is, of

. Fascisn. As pointed out in our previous resolution, the slowing down

of the pace at which totalitarian. coantrols are being instituted in
the country has not done mway with the basic tendency which 1s at
work; 1t is precisely because the pace has thus far been slow that 1t
my have to glve way suddenly to a nore frenzled pace.

To a certain extent, this is already happcning. Thé increasing nag-
nitude of the task of defeating German inmperialisn (The U.S: has al-
"ready becorie the "arsgenal and larder® not only of England but of nore
than half the world!) dictates a speeding up of the tempo of totalit-
arianisn., Agpter years of contemptuously ridiculing the Goering war-
cry, American capitalism is compelling the people here, too, to sub-
‘stitute guns for butter. Gernany's collecting of pots and pans has
alrecady been lnmitated; tonorrow, the iron fences will go the sane way.
The cost of 1living nounts stcadily. The conirol of prices "except
for wages™ is being shifted over, under the pressure of the bourgeoi-
sle and its war needs, to the control of prices including the "control
of wages". During all this time profits not only remain intact but
reach new hiths; moreover, the war profits, like the war~production
contracts, tend to becone thc monopolized benefits of a handful of
supcr-trusts, with tihe spnll capitalists and niddle classes nore and
rorc excluded fromn the trough of the war econony. The production of
consunicrs'! grods is stytcmatically reduced for the benefit of the pro-
-duction of means of destruction. Even where the war boori has in- )
crcased the nominal purchasing power of the nasses, or section of
ther:, the governnent intervenes, as in Germany, to cut dovn or prohib-
1t the purchase of consuners! goods (restrictions on installment buy-
ing, ctc.) and to cnforce compulsory "savings", that is, to rcduce
effcctively the standard of living of the nasses by turning over part
of thelr ernings to ncet the astronomlcal war budgets of the govern-
.mant. The g€rantic attempts by this and other means to prevent infla-
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tion may, at most, postpone inflation, but in thc end will lead to

z an inflation of nonstrously onerous proportions. If such an infla-

i tion is to be prevented at all by the bourgecolsie, it can be done

only if a pernanent war econony 1ls established or if a Fasclst rcgime

i, in this country imposes its "regulated economy". In elther case the

i nasses would surfer unspeadably undcr a violent reduction of living

¢ standars equal in its effects t:» those of a "clagsic" inflation. New

Y taxes go lightly on the big big bourgeoisie and bear down nore heavi-

g. ly on the working people, an¢ on umall business and the niddle clases,

' " which are being systenatically rulneé, furthermore, by the centraliza-
tion of thc war econony in thc hands of the bilg monopolists. To top
it all, in the shpheres of governnent therc 1s an acceleration of the
tendency to shift the leglslative powers from the traditional repre-
sentative institutions (houses of Congress) to governnent by decree
and by accorplished fact. The precess of "subnltting the wills of
all to the will of one" in the war, is being carried through in the

55 United States in the worst bourgeols tradition, that is, in a reac-

s tionary bureauvcratic manner, to the advantage of the big-nonopolist

%5 %indful and at the expense of the econonic and political position of

£ e nasses.

- 2 . 4

However, the nighty labor novement, its remnaining democratic rights,
anC. the alwmost universal opposition anong the people to entering the
war, all thcse are a bone in the throat which cannot be plucked out
by decrees alone. Neither the cloquence of Roosevelt nor the sinister
activities of hils labor lieutenants has succeeded in crushing the
popular resistance to the war or in making labor the cdocile captive
of the war rmachine. It cannot be denied, to be sure, that the in-
perialist war propagenda anc the spirit of class collaborationisn is
sceping wider ané deeper into the ranks of the labor novement, par-
ticularly since there exists no strong center of conscilous proletar-
; lan opposition to the war. ¥et, it has failed to curb the organizing
g power of the labor novement or even its nilitancy. The pressure of
S the governnent, the servility of the labor bureaucracy, and now the
| frenzied chauvinistic turn of the Stalinists who are collaborating
: with the pro-war anti-labor machine - all these notwithstanding, the
‘econonlc concCitions engendered by the war preparations continue to
produce iiilitant strikes (no longer "communist instigated"!) and to
i swell the ranks, and thercfore the power, of thec unions, especlally
. of the C.I.O0. unions. It i1s these organizations and thelr struggles
: that toCay constitute the only possible basis of resistance to the
Crive towardés war and totalitarianism. The defense of the organized
Jlabor noverient and its rights is therefore the key to the strugsle
' against the imperlalist war and social and political reaction. The
= establishiient of this fundamental truth underscores, in passing, the
~§ crininal stupicdity of the Norman Thomas alliance with the Fascist,
serl-Fascist ané reationary "isolationist! forces whose "opposition"
to war 1s connected with a thousand threads to a real opposition to
the organized labor novement ané to any forn of democracy.

2 While the Fasclst and "isolationist" éemagogues have made no apprec-
ig lable progress anong the workers, especlally the organized workcers,
cesplte the latter's opposition to the war, they are acquiring an in-
creasing Tollowing anong the armed forces, where oppusition to con-
scription, to the lengtheninz of the service term anéd to entry into
the war, is widespread and decpseated. It is in rcality this opposi-
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tion to which the democratic publicists refer when they speak deplor-
ingly about the "poor norale" of the arny. It 1s an alarning fact,
but one which cannot be disputed, that in the race between the nmili-
tantly proletarian forces and the fascist or potentially fascist
forces in thc ranks of the arny, the latter are now £ar in the leadl
The reactionary clenments in the ufficers corps, that is, 99% of its
personnel, arc not behinchand in :itimulating, promoting and encour-
aging the fascist or pro-fasclst currents, elther in the forn of
training exercises for the soldiers in Cispersing "strike nobs" and
of asitation agailnst the %exorbitant wage denands of the unions", or
of not too subtle agltation in favor of the tbotalitarian "ideall.

The fallurce of the labor nmovement to denand its elementary rights
with rezarc to the arned forces - rights which at the sane time in-
ply the defcnse of the rights of the armed fordes, can only have
tragic conscquences both for the rank ané¢ file soldler and the labar
noveiient itsclf, ané that im the not distant future. The clementary
rightes of the labor movement include dhe right to édefend itself and
its principles fron nisrepresentation and defamation anong these ths
profcesional cenocrats like tn.call "our citixen soldiers!; the right
to be fraternally associated with the young workers in uniforn, so

“that the military forces are not kept separate and in isolation fronm

the people, anc therefore in antagonisn to them. This implies, as
sald, cefense of tiae rights of the soldiers - their right to free
speech, free press, frec assermbly, the rigat to organize, the right
to collective presentation of grievances ané cemanés, the right to

. petition the government and intervene in questions of national poli-
- tics (a rizht now reserved aristocratically only for the officers!
- .corp or its uppcr stratunm), and the right to a Jecent standard of

" 1living. The war-rongers call for "every citizen a soldlier!" The

labor novement rust denand in turn: "Every soldier a citizenf' Unless.
the labor novericnt is aroused@ to demané and fight intransigently for
the soldiers! rights, that is, for "Citizen's rights for every sol-
¢ier®, that is, for full democratic rights for the soldlers, the bulk
of the arny is sure to fall victin to rasclst denagogues and to be-
corzi¢ one of tine principal weapons in the destruction of the labor

| noveaent itself. Given even the present policy of the laboy move- -

nent, (that is, general support of the governnent) it can and nust
launch thls elcmentary sturggle on behalf of the solélers. However,
such a strugzle could reach its naxirun effectiveness only if the
labor novenent cdeclared its complete incependence of the capitalist

governnent an¢ its policies, includéing its war policy.

111

The Roosevelt administration and its labor lieutenants, Hillnan,

Tobin, Green, Reuther and Company are engagecd in a concerted drive

to harness the labor novement and the working class as a whole to the
imperialist war machine. The official leacership of the AFL and the
CIO are¢ re-cnacting the erime of Gompers and the soclal patriots in
the last war ané of thelr simllars in Europe in this war. With the
enforced shift of the Kremlin from the Axls camp toc the camp of den-
ocratic impcriallsn, the American Stalinists, ever faithful lackeys
of the reactionary Russian bureaucracy, have cone tu the aid of
Apmerican liperialism by cropping their psculo-opposition to the war
in favor of a thoroughly chauvinistic pro-war activity. Over night,
they have becorie the most active, best-organized agency for dragooning
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the labor novement into the service of Anerican 1nperialisn in the
interests of their real masters, the Kremlin autocrats. Now, more
than ever before, the struggle against Stalinism in the labor move-
nent becoires for every clase-cOﬂrcious worker, an urgent, a foremost
eané an elenentary duty, inseparable from the struggle against the
wer ané against capitalisn itself. The Party rejects completely an¥y
alliance with reactionary and recd-baiting elements directed at bur-
eaucratic c¢isquallification of the 2talinists in the unioans, or in
parliamnentary elections, solely for their political views. But the
Party urges the unity of all nonest, nilitant and progressive workers
in the task of eliminating tne influence ané coatrol of the Stalinlsts
in the unions ané in all other l-obor organizations. This task is not
less important than that of bfeaking the stganzlchold of the olé-line
union bureaucracy.

The future of the Stalinists in the labor nmoverent is linked complete~
ly with the fatc of the bureaucracy which rules the Soviet Union. ‘
- Should tae Soviet Union.be cdefeated by KHitler, the ¢éisintegratioif of

-~ the C.P. in this country woulé be pcncipltated. Part of its ranks

- anc leadership would retire comwletely from political activity. A
snall part would probably try to maintain the old orsanization in ex-

ii pectation of a restoration to power of Stalin and his gang. Another
E. section would uncoubtedly seek purely social-reformist basee for con-
- tinued existencc in the labor mover:nt, abjuring even foraal acknow-

3;,ledbement of communisn - nany 1f not nost of the Stalinist trade-union

. officlalGon woulé make this cholce, i.e., reconciliation with bourgols

socicty. Still another section, composed of sincere nilitants, after

5? a perioC of re-evaluation of Stalinism, will riove to the position of
E revolutionary Marxism. It is towards this section that our Party nust

¥.. look for many of its comrades of tomorrow - and this regardless ol the
“-militar¥ situation 1n Russia or of the tempo of disintegration of the

C.P.. t 1s precisely in orcer tc facllitate the cdevelopnent to Marx- .

len of the best elements in the ranks of the C.P., however, that it

%?vis now necessary to intensify the Pfevolutionary attack on Stalinisn

in the labor novenent.

3§A1f Anerican Labor allows itself to be seduced or browbeated or coercec .

into captivity to the war machine, to abandon its intcrests for the -
sake of prosecuting the imperialist war, to give up its rights so
that the war nay have the right of way, it 1s doomed to paralysis

for the whole next period. It will be powerless .to defend itself

. fron the rultitude of atsacks upon it which are in preparation; it

- wlll be powerless to draw to the support of itself and its principles.
the tremendous reservolr of strength represented by the arned forces,
who will be left at . the nercy of renction; it will be forced to bear

- - tne—dreadful ‘and backbreaking burcden of the war in all its social and

econoriic consequences,

The struggle agains the war is therefore the struggle to preserve the
- incependence and the righte of the working class and its organlzation
-le therefore tas strugpgle ageinst the war. Nelther aspect of what is
baslcally the struggle against the bankrupt capitalist social order
1ts¢1lf, can be effectively conducted froi outside tac labor novenent,
by observers who are not matter how henevolent. 'The Tirst task of
the vanguard pevolationists, therefore -~ into tie unlons, into the
stfug5les of the workers! - which our Party has already noved so far
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the labor novement into the service of Anerican imperiallsm in the
interests of their real masters, the Kremlin autocrats. Now, more
than ever before, the struggsle against Stalinism in the labor move-
nent becoines for every class-consclous worker, an urgent, a foremost
ané an elementary duty, inseparable fron the strugsle against the
war ané against capitalisnm itself. The Party rejects campletely any
alliance with reactionary ané red-baiting elements directed at bur-
eaucratic céisqualification of the 3talinists in the unlons, or in
parliamentary elecctions, solely for their political views. But the
Party urges the unity of all anonest, rilitant and progressive workers
in the task of eliminating tiae influence and coatrol of the Stalinists
in the unions anéd in all other labor urganirzations. This task is not
less irmportant than that of breaking the stganzlehold of the olé-line
union bureaucracy. . _

The future of the Stalinists in the labor roverment is linked complete-
ly with tne faitc of the bureaucracy which rules the Soviet Union.
Shoulé tae Soviet Union . be Gefeated by Hitler, the ¢isintegratiof of
the C.P. in this country would be precipitated. Part of its ranks
“ané leadership would retire comoletely fronm political activity. A
snall part would probably try to maintaln the old organizatlon in ex-
. pectation of a restoration to power of Stalin and his gang. Another
section woulé uncoubtedly seek purely soclial-reformist basee for con-
tinued existence in the labor moverm:nt, abJjuring even formal acknow-
ledgement of communisn - nany if not nost of the Stalinlist trade-union
officialdon woulé make this choice, i.e., reconcillation with baurgois
socicty. Still another section, composed of sincere nilitants, after
a perioé of re-evaluation of Stalinism, wlll rmove to the position of
revoluticnary Marxisnm. It is towards this section that our Party nust
. ook for many of its counraces of tonmorrow - and thls regardless of the
-militar¥ situation 1n Russia or of the tempo of cdisintegration of the
C.P.. t 1s precisely in order tc facllitate tie cevelopnent to Marx- .
len of the best elements in the ranks of the C.P., however, that it
.1s now necessary to intensify the fevolutionary attack on Stallnisn
in the labor novenent.

 If Anericaa Labor allows 1tself to be seduced or browbeated or coercec
into captivity to the war machine, to abandon its intcrests for the -
sake of prosecuting the lnperialist war, to give up its rights so

that the war may have the right of way, it 1s doomed to paralysis

for the waole next period. It will be powerless to defend itself

fron the multitude of atsacks upon it which are in preparation; 1t
will be powerless to draw to the support of itself and its principles
the tremendous reservolir of strength represented by the armed forces,
who will be left at.the nercy of reaction; it will be forced to bear

- - bhe~creadful and backbreaking burden oi the war in all its social and

econorilc consequeinces,

The struggle agains the war is therefore the struggle to preserve the
. Incependennce ané the rightes of the working class and its organization
‘1e therefore tas struzggle ageinst the war. Nelther aspect of what 1s
basically the stirugzle against the bankrupt capitalist social order
itse1f, can be effectively concducted Tfroi outside tnc labor noverient,
by observers who are not natter how henevolent. 'The first task of
the vanguaré revolutionists, therefore - into the unlons, into the
struggles of the workers! - which our Party has already noved so far
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in accomplishing, nust be accomplished at top spéed to the last man
anc woman. It cannot be acconplishel otherwise than by every nember
,of the Party who 1s 1n a position to ¢o so, removing every obstacle
in the wdy &f finding his or Ler place irvriediately in tndustry, par-
ticularly in the basic, mass-production incdustries of the country.
(Further celay in this patter is absolutely inmpernmissible.

Taking our’ place in industry and in the labor rovencnt is not, how-

- ever, an end in* itself. The principal task of thec Marxist in the

- ghops ancd ini the¢ unions 1s to enhance the political class consclous-
ness of the iasses Tor the purpose of developin; as speelily as
possible the political orzanization of the nasses that will put then
in a position to claim their rizhtful place in soclety. The present
situation in the United States 1s of such an unusual nature as to~°
éemand nore than ever, on our part, an intensification of political
activity. : P . : :

Tae unusual neture of the situation considts in the following anonaly:
The American lavor noverent is tocay nore nunberously and nore strong-
ly organizeé than ever before in fais country. Yet, it 1s alnost
totally unorganizecd politically. This in a perioc when not only co
all inportant quections of class conflict almost instan@ly becone
political qu:stions that cannot be {ealt witsi otherwise by by politi-
cal action, but also when the working class cannot look forwarc to a
long .ané gracdual and couparatively peaceful perioc in whitch to develop
its political strength, but must develop it innediately or, in the

- cruclial cdays aheacd, succumb conpletely for a long time to follow.

In the past few years, the Amcrican working class has Gisplayed nar-
vclous capacities for'militent strug;le in the eoonomic field. -+Its,
strikes, both spontancous ané organizec,-have- terrified. the.bourseois-
le,because, above all, they evokec the imaze of. a.workinsz, .clasgs:gapr
' able of disposing wita comparative case of any ¢ifficuliy, in-the way.
of establisihing its complete social power in the céunpry;pnqetiﬁgde~
termined to do so. However, tl:e determination to é&o.so;involves as
an incispensable prelininary the political oxganization of the work-
ing class, not as a rerc supplenent to its econonic. organization: but
ag its pripary ianstrument especially in the present.period,, The-wave
of economic strugzzgle which, roughly, inaugurated.thie ¢.I.0..novereat,
1s not yet at ebb, by any means. But at the present tine, particu-
larly siven the war ané the tendency towards super-centralization: of..
A all ec&nonriic and political power in the hands of the bourgeols state:
§ rachine, the self-irposed linitation of the struszgle:of the American
§ VYorkers to tae economic fileld can have only the'most exhausting:and:
15 even pagalyzing effects upon the iimeclate future of the labor riove=
§ nment. liore or less purely economic struggzles (strikes, etc.) can
§ Yleld oniy so much to the workers, ané no more. - As the .war.econony .- :
$\ becores ore dominant in ths country, confinenent to:ieconomic struggles
$] "2y, anc¢ in all likelihood will, procuce a reagtion-.anong the workers,
#| sirdler to the reaction thnt get in amon: the Freanch workers after
¥| the CeTleat of their purely ccononic strui;les. of 1935-1936. .Since
$| such stru;ssles by therselves cannot really inprove the econonic.(nuch-
;§1ess the pol@tioal) porsition of tic workers, taey. . willl tend to.pass .
§ Over nore anc rore to purcly cefensive actions, and evven t9 pasgsivitye
# The unloa noverient will losc both its numbers anc its vigop, and  thds
gWill in tura only aggravate the situation of the working classs.. Given
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no working class way out politlcally, the nasses will fall victin to
the conservative ancd even reactionery moods and movenents, and that
in direct prpportion to the sharpening of the economic Gifficulties
ané the social crisis which is absolutely inevitable in the course
«of the war, How fast such a deveclopnent would take place cannot, of
-course, be foretold with any accuracy. However, it is clear that a
few Cranatic cvents, suca as a crushing defeat suffered 1n a number s
t of inmportant strikes, woulc greatly accceclerate this inexorable tre?d.
‘Marxiste, who cannot substitute thelr Cesircs for an objective analy-
sis of tiie sltuation an tlke perspectives, rust not ignore the possi-
bility of such a Cevelopnent, ané orient itself accordingly.

In a woreé, ﬁnlqss the Ancrican working class specedily cevelops an
incependent political parity of its own, all its rccent gains will be
lost and it will itself be threatened with clintegration ancé inpo-
tence.

- The principal task of the class-conscious elenents in the labor nowe-
rnent 1s thus clecarly inéicated. Forermost in thelr activitlies anong
thelr fellow-workers, in their trade unlons anc otiaer working-class
organizations, must conme the propazanca ané agltation for the forma-
tion ané upbuillding of an incependent Labor party. Wherever the con-
¢itions nre ripe, the initintive nust be tnken for the formation of
such n party even on n local scale, and. even if at its inception it
can take no nore solid shape than the formation of a uniteéd labor
ticket. Because it is too late to .develop such a roveuent for the
coning* elections, tae propazganda work nust be launched now uncer the
slozan’ of "Labor with its own ticket in tke 1942 clections!" Every
occasion, every strike, every strusgle, every event, must be utilized
to draw the key lesson: the workcrs muzt have a party of thelr own,
baged on the mass orjanizations of labor, or elese the labor nove-
ment 1e cripplec. The vanguarc clenents rust uncerstand thls in a
double sense, anc not at all in the sense tnat this is nerely a "good
agltational arjurent": unless it cevelops a strong indepcndent politi-
cal movenent of its own the labor novenent as a whole will be para-
lyzed; anc unless the wevolutionary Marxist noverient findés such a
broac political milieu in whica to function, it too is threatened
witn coom, or at best to a strictly sectarian exlstence for the whole
next »erioc. .

To be sure, the conscious vanguaré elenents arc not nere "Labor party
partisans". An_inseparable, an integral part of their work for the
formation of a Labor party is thelr work azainst reformist politics,
cdass~-collaborationist leadership, bureaucratisn; for a denocratically-
controlleC party, orzanizec on a feGeratcé basis; and for a revolution-
ary transitional prozran for that party. That is, a program of Cenands
requiring resolute encraachments upon the econoric ané political poer
of the capitalist class, leadin; directly to a workers' governnent, as
the only means of preserving and extending the gains and interests of
the workli; class. For it is also an clenentary truth that unless

the workiiy} class adopts suck a revolutionary nrogsran, the nere forna-
tion of a Labor Party will only prolon:; the agony of: capitalist soclety
and. leave the working class without a progressive way out of the ot
chronic social crisis, :

Cohcelving the inter-relationship between the struggle for a labor
party anc. for the socialist revolution in this sense -~ the only posdble
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sense in vwhich we can concelve it - the vital inmportance of the ormm-
dzational integrity and principleé firnness of the Marxlst novement
.acquires renéwec enphasis. Without the eventual-victory of revolu-
.tlonary principles and progran in the working class, its Labor party
-would only enc¢ in a new ond terrible dissilusionnent; Just as,by sthe
t same token, the vanguard Marxist novenent would end in complete ster-
111ty. fence the necé, nore than ever before, to slrongthen ths. xav.-.
olutionary vanguardé party, to preserve its:peinciples intact, ané to
solidify anc raise the quality of its ranks for the severe tests and
tasks lying ahcad of it. '

The progress that our party hos made in the past period is far from
fully satisfactory. It is imperative that we speed up in every

field, for there 1s not too rmuch tine at our {isposal before the show-
i cown., All loosceness nust be eliminatec from the’ party; it must be

- knit together nore tightly, both from the standpoint of its theoretl-
cal founéations anéd of its indivicdual conposition. .

The cGanger of lagsing cannot possibly be overstated. We have not
yet energed from the long period of worlé soclal reaction that has
lasted for alnost two decades. On the contrary, the indications are
that before a revolutionary upswing besins with real vigor behind 1t,
we shall still have to pass throuzh tic period of reaction. Such .
periods are also periocs of reaction in the realm of revolutionary
theory, in which the elenents of déspair and confusion, reflecting -
allen class pressurces, seck to vitiate the clarity of the Marxian
Coctrinec; such periods are also periods of orgahiz-tional looseness

an. even Ceconposition. The tendencles renresented hereby assdll

the snall revolutlionary groups no less than the large, refornlst
organizations, ané in sore respects even nore. It should suffice to
point  to the voluntary dissolution, in the past year alone, of the
Lovestone ;roup, the Starn group and the Sociallist Union Party, all
victins of the recaction and of thelr own political irresoluteness and
instabllity. Left alone, or "tolerated", these tendencies success-
fully accomplish their disintesrating objectives. They can be resis-
ted and defeatcd only by conscious ané dellberate struggle against ¢ i
then. This struggle requires such an organizatlon, or re-organization
of the revolutionary party as best ensbles it not merely to resist
rcactionary tendencies but to rise out of scectarian isolation ané

grow into a party of the 1asses. ' '

The means the organization of our Party on such a basig thet it is
composel in. overwhelning predoninance of factory workers, including

the most exploitel section of the Anerican workers, the Negroes. That
its qualifications for party merbership anc. leadersilp are of the
higzhest ané strictest order, with regard to requirements for Party
activity, Party loyalty, readiness to 1ake sacrifices for the Party

an¢ the soclalist strussle. That its eGucational training of the. .
nerbership in Marxian principles and revolutionary politics is not
relaxed, as has becen the case anons us in tho past period, but extended
anc. intensifiecd, so tant no cozens but huncrecds of party nenbers are

in a position to act as qualified representatives of the Party and 1ts
prosran. That, in general, it prefers to have its synpathizers around
the party, helping 1t, than to have nenters in the Party who are no
nore than synpathizers. That it concentrate its main efforts upon
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abor riovenent. Concrete steps to accomplish su{h'a ceveloprnent in
ke narty must be taken iumediately and vigorously. T

n the basis of what has been asaleved up to now, and of the deter-
inetion of the nenbership to contfinué and intensify the work, the
onvention expresses its fullest conflcence tant tihe Party will, in
ne conin; periol, discharge its revolutionary oblisations to the
init of its capacities, facing evory test azxead with the unaltered
onviction that only the working class, led by the revolutionary
arty and International ithat stand firnly on the principles of Marx-
sn can anl. will: take tihc broac roac away fron the horrors of caplt-
list reaction anl towaxds the worlc victory of socialisn.

Adonted by the Pollticel Committeo
Viorkers Party, wcpt. 5t2,1941 .
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