ESOLUTIOH ON THE NZCGLO L UZSTION

l. Trom the period of its foundation the Iranclies of the Werkers

arty have carriecd on Dropa'anda an® agitation amons the Hegroes in
theiw repsective arecas, Tiie g»ace devoted in Labhor Action to the
lives and strurcles of the Hegro nconle iz evidence ol the importance
waich -the Yorkers Party atteches to the legrocs as destined to be
emmong the foromost in ths strugile for socialisr. ‘e nane and
gencral policy of the W.P. have Leen made known to thousands of lNe-
groes in various gecticns of tihs country. - -

2. Unfortunataely thc o“ganLZJUional work at the eenter, under the
diroction of tho National Iiegro Comittce, was swamped for nany months
Wy the tasks of organizing the new Party, and the »aroblems crcatecd by
the suddcencss -and magnitude of the international cvents that began .
lest June. It was not until just beforc the larch Pienum that the
Cormittee was roconssituted and a scricus attempt made to cobrdinate
the expericncces and to draw thic nceccssary lcssons of the »nast period.
O The aims and work of the Committce were grecatly facilitated and
clarificed by the political activity among the lecgrocs themsclves.

-Owing to their gnccial situation at the very bottox of the ecconomic

structure of sAmerican eocicty; and thc additional »erosccutions to vhich
tnecy are subjcceted on account of their race, they have been the first
gubstantial cscction of the American worklng class to orotest against
the fraudulent claims of Amcricen Capitalism to bo tixe cvardian of
denoecracy. Their instinctive desirc for nass action has been deflce-
ted by Rooscvelt'!s clever mancuvers and the trcacliery of men liko
Tandoldh and Yalter Vhite, of the KN.A.A.C.P. vwho collaborated with
Roosovclt in sabotaging thc Urojcctod lizrch of the Megrocs to Wosh-
;n'ton. Zut the unanim1ty of tho Mcgrocs'! demand for thoir Figntful
2l.cc in industry and the fcar which it crcated in the ada 1n1;trutlon,
mhows where,oin the next period, the main battle is going to be fougiit
and wvherc tlic main work of the ;drty rmust lic; 1t combodics on a mass
scalc in a »¢riod of growing soclal crisis, the cxooricnec of the
Party. :
« Ihc expericnce of the Party in Negro work may be summed up as
rollows:

) Thic leg groca arc oxtroncly rcecoptive to our gencrcl revolution-

a I
ary :bit“txon and dronagar L“, cven if many of thenr arc not thoroughly
cicar as to tiu. particular branch of rovolutionary s trusglc which wo
reoavesent, -

o .

V. They wrc, on the whiole, 'as rcady to join the Party as thitcs

c) Thcy do not stay in ta rarty wiwn they join.

The first two points call for no comicnt, cxecpt &n intcpnsification

of our-agitation along i corrcet lincsa., It is with » ‘nt (c) that

we iave apccially to dcsl. row sharce cropdacr to wniversity studons,
the Fogro newbers ard cx- cmpors have onc maln compliont agulnst the
Party, thut it is not a Party of action. Tho average Fegro revolutlon-
ery with whom the Party hoas hitherto come into contoct, whilc as
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willing as any whlte to take an historical perspective of the soclal
revolution, finds it difficult to continue as a member of the Party
which is noit asctive 1In the struggle against the immediate discrimina-
tions which rress so urgently on hiasclf and his people. This is the
general aim, therefore, that every Yarty Brav 1 must set itself: ac-
tive participation in the day to dzy strugglc. of the Negrocs, and it
is rcgrettable that expericnce and not thoory alone had to tcaclh us
that lesson. To make this orient:tion with success 1s a difficult task
for the Party in its present stagc of development. Werc the Party a
mass Party with wide contacts and influencc in the unions, it would

be able to attract to itself the bust type of proletarian Negro, and

on this brcis build a militant nuclcus not only in the union but for
the widest struggle against discrimination anywherc. That, at prescent,
is possiblc, but only to a limited dcgrec. e thercforc have to do the
noxt best. e must dillignetly scck to join oxisting Negro organiza-
tions, not to raise agltation agiinst discrimination in gencral, but
with thc specific purposc of ralsing the problem of discriminztion
against Negrocs in the war industrics and in rclatcd aspccts of the
governament!s var prepqrutlonu; army, navy, air forcec, czisting federal
departrents anc new agencies, The class struggle on a world scalc

centers round the war. Our Negro work rust center around it clso.

In the Fesro org gonlzations, the lwediate task for the next period will
be the stldulation angd OPGQHJZuthn of militant struggle agoinst dis-
crimination. *f the farty sh'ovld attempt to usc thoso OPS“HAZutlQnu
solcly or mainly as a vchiclc B$8r anti-war or socialist propagandc, 1t
will dostroy its chances of doing uscful work of any kind. But at the
sane timc the "arty must,not forget that whercver it is its main task
as In thc »rcscent poriod is the struggle against the war cné for the
goclalist rcvolution as tho only way out. ar morc than all other
socilal aggrogntions in the U.S.A., the Negrocs scc the hypocrisy and
pretence. of *hc “merican{war-mongcers, Work among the Megrocs cven in
their own orgonizations thcroforc offrrs cxcoptional opportunitios for
winning avay on increcasing nugber of Negrocs,

The above belng always borne in mdnd, in the Negro organizations, as s
soon as it is tactically convenient, but without any unduc cmphisis on
ccution, :

a) ¥o roisc the question of the formation of a local conmiticc of
all Negro and other organizations t5 protest the discrimination of
Negroes in the particular city.

b) If such an orgonization alrcadv cxists we proposc shat the par
ticular organization join it and stimulate it to mllitant actionm.

c) We aim, if possible, at agtion dirccted agalnst a single corp-
oration, ¢.3., the Bus Co. in New fork, Curtiss Nright in uolumbuu,
Glen Nortin in Baltimorc, ctc.

d) e draw speclal attention to the nccessity of y)uta training,

and the opening of all tralning schosls, both rmovermmentand private,
to all ¥cggro yonth,
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o) ‘o cmphasisce the ncecesaity of militant action by the nhcscs
of thc p ople themsclves under thcxr own gpecially clected lcadoers in
order to» guard against any deals between mlddle-clazss Negroes aand the
Omploycru. iic proposc that thc Yo-rittee itaclf inves tigﬁto the
local cmployment situation, scck out Negro workers and youth, go with
them to local plants, and schools, =nd in casc of diacrininz tion plan

ncceasarsy ~ction,

§) 1In such an organizatiosa, the Party will itsclf cntor in its
owvn naric and with its own represcentatives whercver possible.

g) If the organization in question is reserved cxclusively for
Hegroces, and the local has no Negro nonbers, the Party must scek to

maintain thc closcst contact. - But waatcver the gencral circumstances

to which thc Farty member will have to adapt himsclf, the Party nust
not fail, to thc extent of its abilities, to carry agitation on its
ovin ﬂﬂcovnt and in its own nane; joint action in pickctluu, letters
to all °octlons of thc local pross, Negro and whilte, lcaflcets, cte..
But unless the Party itsclf is strong cnough in personncl 2anc¢ contacts
to undertcolic the formation of such a commitbtece 1ltsclf, 1ts Forty agi-

tation shoulcd be dirceted towdrds the support of such an vegenilzction
if it 2lreca2dy coxistes, or toward the formation Jf cinilar bolices Ty

o ]
local organizotions and indlviduals.

5. This work 1s alrcady bolng attempted now wherover we have branches.
It must be cnergetically and paticntly pursucd.

a) It stimulatcs the activity of the Noegros maascs, without which
all our cfforts arc doomcd to sterility. '

b) It gives the opportunity of makiung the best types of contacts,
¢xeepting thoze which can be made in industry. '

c) it gives our avmbors invaluable expericncc of Negro 1ifc and
struggle.

in tho'pr csent period by which a Party

d) It iz thc best )
ally aqsoulcto itsclf with the ees -

aca
with limited foreccs can actu
tivity of thc Negroces.,

n

c) It affords thc most important ficld wherc our Nezro> members
nd closc contucts, under the dircctlon of the Party, con bc frultfully
nd pcrsintvntlj activc, and thus rccognize that the membership in the
rty is not only thoorct10mlly but *“tu 1ly a ncang of advancing the

< Ja

auge of the Negroes.

6. A) Thouzh the above task is the main task of the Party in Nogro
Work duriag the coming period, 1t docs not ucan thnt othor opportunitic:
of work muct be ignored or neglectcd., This closc contadt with Vegro
l1ifc and trugglc will cortainly bring 5o the Party opportunitics for
acting with thc Negroes on questions not dircctly connccted with jobs
for Negrocas. The recent participation of our Party in the -‘ashington
CormitEoc cgalnst Pollice Brutallty affords an uxamplo of this. Tho
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locals, oaccording to thicr forces, will carry on ncighborhood _work,

strecct mectings, cte. for our geaneral progranm. But all the “o”r
work of tho P;rty rmust center arounsd the determination to y«rticipﬂte
in the actual struggles of the day.

B) Incide and outside Fegro »rimizations, the Party af all tinmes
makcs it its specelal duty to denounce the aurdera, lynchinzs, and
violence dirccted agalnst the Nogrs soldicrs in the camps; ~nd to
POlngguut tiic necessity of organized protest by soldicrs nnd civilians
whit and Negrocs aliko.

&
7. In two 2rocs the l’ar'i.-] has spccinl opportunities which require
speecial efforts. In Chiccpo the Yarty after years of 41rd work has
acquired for itsclf somc standing in tnc quhington Parjie I orum, fal
nass org nizanlan, prbnaninqntl doyro in canpogitxon, and organiged f
for the diccussion of Nogro prabl“wu. The Chicago Branch mus t pursuc
1ts work in this ficld with cnergy, Paticnce, flcxibilitj, and yot

-

i il
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= with boldnsss. In the ®outh, the Party has ¢stablished 300d contacts
- with sh‘“ccrop .ors and dav—l“boreﬂ , aleo as 4shc result of long and
3 aticnt sork. Lhe Party *ust make o major cffort to cstiblish locals
' in thesc crens, work which is difficvlt and will tax’the Purtv heavily.
ut as f as Megro work is conccraed, both Chicago and the South neod

g the specicl intorest and attention of the qut, ags a wholc, beecause
© in both thesc places, the Party hos the opportunity of creatling o
4 mass basis for itsclf, which, in tinc could rcact with groat force on
the “cgro work clscwherc and the goncral work of the Farty. Iho
chicf Jlﬂ at »rescant whould be tqu cstablishment of a Negro orginizer

in 2t le~st one of these arcas,

8. As is incvitable in the prccent situation of the Negrocs in Amcr-
lcan socict, the Party will be fapcd with thc problem of furmlng
Negro periphery OP”inZJtlanS. In washington, Baltimorc and Fhiladel-
phia, onc sucth 3rganization, the unané&nqtors, was tricd Jnu_has ad-
mittodly failed. Tho chief rcason appoars td have baen the attempt to
appcal £o Negrocs on & general basis inatcedd of on spccific grievances,
which wcrc prossing urgcntly on the Fegrocs, nnd on wlhaich public atten-
tion wa cntercd, In Chlcago, on thc other hand, a periphcry organi-
zation hus bcen formed, and though based on SpCulflC nceeds, it has had
only onc striking success, it hzs proved its value and -=ust be contin-
ucd, The zeneral program outlined above indicates that the foundation
of such organigzotions i3 not likely to become urgent in ¢he Farty work
during the next period. Under no circumstances, however, .is tho for-
mation of such an orgonization to by looked upon 2s a_substitute for
work carricd on among the Negrocs in the nome of the larty, as un-
doubtedly occurrcd in the case of the fmancipators, -

4 9. The Yorty in sceking to carry out the above program has onc ncin
3 danger to guord against. The menborship alrcady is uubgcvtod to the
< cnormous Hreisurc of Apcric 1n bourzceois socicty which is saturcted

f with whitc chauvinism, The Party 7ill have to strugglo anuuuntlv e
1 keop its renks clear of this, which can take many forma. ~In the vig-

orous carirying out of the uork outlincé above, therc will uochu3ﬁrilj

be a tendency to sce the Negr ‘*rugglc as soncthing separatc and apartd
from the gencral clags strur 1 T5 corrcct this thb Iartf rust carry

out In the SBraanchcs = utronouG pPO”P x1 of cducnhtion, not of LXHOPt\tiO!

\ 133




t must licep the memberghip aware of the csucntial unity of the
scrugsle of thic working class. Tho Ncgro departiment proposcs to 1lssu

not only popular pmaphlets addrcusecd specially to HWegroes, but a uCPlOS
of pamphlcta and articlecs on the *YIzro quautl*n, nqtiJnﬂllJ and inter-
n~tionally, Ln which special attention will be paid to the covmon

"
strugsles of Negrocs and whitss in ;g;rfca anf clescwherce for indus-
trial and politicel ,ims. Mese J?dphlot“ anc articlces will be aritten
for and a’dreaosed to the working cl'ss movoment as o whole.

10, The above progrom must be carricd. out 1rrospcct1vo of the racial
personnel of thce Branches. But tho vparty must rccognize thot ths work
can only ~chicve effectivehess If it is carricd out malnly by Negro
party .iciibers. The fﬂrt" therefore must sparc no pains in the cduca-
tion an? tralning of oUuh Nepro :wmbers as it has and may sein in the
ncar futvrc. The prevalont h"blt of working hard with a Negro contact
and thewn, 2% soon as the contuct becomes a 1onbcr, to take him or her
for grantcd and start on onother conbact must be vigllantly corrccted,
as it is always likely to rccur. Until cach Party Branch has Negro
%cnbcrs well trainod in Marxism an? toking part in Negro work nat as
1‘“gro nationalists but as part of tho world-wido closs struggle for
socialism, thce cofforts of the Party will bring little concruto rcsults,
and will ultinctely cnd 1n discouragement,

~
o

]

~

11. The ¥Hejrs department unloTta ¢s to publish the Negro Bulletin at
rcgular intervols and proppsed to divide it ionto two parts

a) General information
b) Spcecial p*rty matters

By this Aivision it is napud that onG part of the Bulletin will be made

availablc for syﬂputhizcr and contacts. Onec test of the degree to
which the program is bcmA being carriecd out will be the nwiber and

varitey of uhc cant;ibuti:mu gent Ln to the presg and Bulletin by the
vorious branchcs, !

sopted by ‘the Politicial Committoc
Soptember 30th, 1941 :

For subnission to the “ccond Naotion-
2l Convention of the Workcrs Farty
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