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RESOLUTION O THE ATUS, THE TASKS AND THE ({.cm. o)
STRUCTURE OF THE PARTY ' g o~

1, The party aifs ot tho seizure of state porer by the Amrican workers as part
of tho internatioml proletarian revolution and for the purposo o establishing

o classless socihlist society. It bases itself on tho revolutionary traditions of
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trotsky, whose fundamental ideas are crystallized in the
progromm of ‘the Fourth International., The aim of overthrowing the mightdest imper-
jalist power in-the world and reorganizing society on socialist foundations deter=
mime s’ ths' natui-e, the +tasks and the activitics of the party. -

. 2. The party bo.ses itself. unequlvocally on the princlples of Marnsm, th at 15,

the theory and practise of the proletarian revolution. . Marxism is nof a finished

. ond immutable dogma, but a guide to action of the militant working class. Marxism,

far from having becen "refuted" by modern social developments and confllcts has

“beon confirmed by them - if it is understood as a means of mteroretmg and change

ing sotiety ~ and romains the’ pnly means whhnow thedo new’dovolopmonts ond ocon-

flicts ocon be understood. Since Marxism is by its very mature a revolutionary,

living thoory, ond not a sot of stono tablets, it must be constantly dnriched

" 'ond modifioed, in the 'spirit in which it has beon developed up to now by its greo.test
proponents; and in the light of new ovents and exporiences., In this senso, the

-+ porty considers itself an aggrossive chgmpion of Marxism, a defonder of‘ J,ts prln-
'“”clpies from tho attacks-of all its cnmnies. S i

3:. Tlre porty. emphasizes tbat, as a party of the 1ntemah. oml revo luta.on, 1ts

;maln tosk is the organization and-leadorship of the .struggle for socialism in ths.
.Unitcd States. PBre-occupation-with the position -and - problems of. tho..labor movee
. ment in other countries has only too often moont ignoring the position and prob=
-lems of the labor movemont in thla country, -and has ‘boen the protext for nob ana=
>+ lyzing and participating actively in tho class strugglc herce The. party aims to- .
7 brénk with this spirit of pseudo—intornatlonahsm. -~ True 1nternat10nullsm mans . -
~ - the applicati-on of the lossons loarncd from the world wide strugglo agoinst capi~ .
0% talism to the struggle dgainst the main onemy of the working class at home as the. .
~-.best means of advancing tho J.nterests of. tho - 1ntomat10na1 rcvolution. - The roal
. tost of tho Amoricon revoluti onist is.not so much his oppesition.to British, French
or. Gcrman capitalism, or evon to btallnlsm, ‘but to the. ruling class and 1ts soclal
"system in tho Uni’cod Statcs.,'_ T T ,
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4. “In the sonse ;ndico.tod above, tho pqrty d.oes nct; hesitate to co.ll itself an

" Amoricon party, the party of tho American working class flghtlng for the rovolu’cio:i

: in tho United Statos., This dommnds, however, that- tho party have or,acquire a’

-

" thorough kmowlodge of the:-oconomic and political sitwation in the country in or&er
. -that it may ‘bo- able eoffoctively to.center its main activities. in the Ao ricon.
#.~elass struggles Tho movement. in‘this country has oll too often displayed a ‘more
intimate knmvledgo of the sitmation in.the Soviet Union .or China or Frace. than of

thoUnited States, It is imperativo to make a radical change in this respect,.

If tho "party is to gain the configdence and leadership of the. Amorican. workers, it .
mist root itsclf in tho Americon scone, It must. study and onalyze tho history-and _.
the oconomic position ®f Amo rican imperialism; it must study and onalyzo Amorieon
politics not only in genoral, but in thoir oonercto and doily-development; it - '
must study nund onalyze the American labor movement, - Those studios and analyses,
hmever, are worth while from only one standpoint, n molv thnt- thoy will enablo

1 -thé" party to take activo intelligent and effoctive part in the class sturggle in

this country, to intervens' promptly and dircctly in Amoricon politics, and not
moroly to write about thom as literary obscrvers, ' What 1s said about the problem ‘

‘'on a naotional scale spplies with equal forco to tho problom on a. local scale, The
" party must train its mamborship' that its knowlodgo of ho -situation Mabroad" is-

surpossod by its knarle dgo of the labor movemnt end tho palitical situation

loco.lly, $o thnt in énch’ locality the' Party is' ablo to participate dircctly and™:
Lintims in the looal lnbor movoront and in loeal volitiecs. From the lowest unit:
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to thc highost, the Party must loarn to roact with full oncrgy to tho noods and
struggles. of tho. Amorican working .elpss, Tho. rospoot, confidonco 'md suppor’c of
tho Ameri,cm massos ean, be won inno othor w»y. _ :
5, Partlcipa’cion in tho cl'nss strugglo as 11 offoctivo forco 1s possiblo for. tbo
Party only if it is imbued with a . spirit of . .action cnd combat. : The working * ° |
masscs will not come to the. :party if it CD"lfanS itsslf to, tolling them what . |
they Ough!' to do, I% must show by ox...rplv, by its -om militant '\ctivity in the ~° |
 midst of the workors ~md sidé by sido with them, thot its program ind lo'xdcrship '
aro wprthy of “thoir. suoport, . Thors is no othor w,y for a propagindist group to
dovelop:into, o-party of ‘tho m'\ssus,‘ This diet £35 . oR ovor;holming omphasis upen
pprty activism, €2y in and dayiout, nd not limited to.r-ro and " isolatoed .spec- |
., tacular_occasions,. This mowns,.x constant. tr\inmg of tho .now, (md old) mombors
.’ ta.tho-coneoption tht the- pa.rty dom:nds of cach and ovy ry comr: dﬂ a. bas:.c o
| minimum of activity;on.party assignmont. . -This means . const nt soloetion and’
a.dv'.rmcmnt of: tho active: pa.rty mcmbars -.,nd 2. siftinrr out :>f puroly book momburs

_ It must bo tha aim. oi‘ ovory br nch ;;o "ssign ohch nmbur 2 spccific task c*u-h O
72 wook; -thus. foing away with Eho: par: ly..i Rl d:.vis:.on butwcuri "doors and | non-doors"
+x It 1s not nceossary to 'wpro'xch OVSry COonr:: do, espocin 11y the NOW. ;ocruit, w:.th
~-such an attitudo as will result in alions ting him fron the party irmediatoly, But

_the oriontption of o, po.rtj -of. -a.ctlon ".nd of. ind: *iduﬂ . rcsponslbility must bo kopt
orga.nization of conbat .nd not o casua.l discuss:mn club for' ‘p'a'é'sing v1sitors.
‘~0tho.rm.so the P'xr'cy mll suroly daelinc into.a. fut:.lo rufornist soc’c.,
Tho P'u'ty co.nnot grow out of 1ts nrvsqnt sts.g;o of a. propagmdist group unloss
"its idoas, its progrm, 1175 slo ans ore ".doptad by wido soctions of ‘the working
S 'classe . Our party is tho party of thc arorking clo.ss. Tho sociahst rovolutlon o
is.tho .rovolution; of tho. work;ing clnss, . The party. can oxor’c no . influenoc 3t all
“4n tho -&moricop pl-ss- stvugglo ymloss it cxorts an. 1nfluonc° in tho ;rorking clqss. _
Homeo, JAts:main efforts must bg dircets d towrd.: xrinn.ing workors to its r'mks, A
ririxrily from-th2 trado; amion . movement, | Thv prele t'xri'mizs.tion of tha n'xrty is
xnot only ono of the most import-nt gunrantoos of its rovolutianary intogrity, but
“i1s indispensable to its dovulopnun‘c as o deeisive poli’clc'\.l factor in the country.
»Tho problcem;of acquiring . on ovorvholming working class prodominance in the party is
not. 40 bo-solved; meohmien A1y .ox .by. the more ropotition of tho,wish, It is in ’gho
first . plase a pelitionl. problens It ds.solved by :the.. politicxl wtivity of tho..
party. If the aetivity jof. tho porty, its ulogans 'md ca vmp'xign.;, corrospond %o
tho noods. and intcrost. of thy Jorkors, tho .« workors . will ragpond to tho ’mpoals of
tho .partye But: th:.scct:.vity, these slogfms nd: carpaigns. must ‘bo dirceted’ con-' .
schougly and deliberatoly.to.the to the workors = prima rlly to. thoso orgmlzod in
«thc ngss organiz ations, . .1though not to the oxclusion of the unorgﬁnlzcd._ Systcm—'
.C\tid, Jplannod offorts must be riado. in ovory loec l%ty T¢r noub.rs ﬁo cstatlish con=
2cts: with indlv:Ldual workors and groups of 1 workors, . ory psr’cy norber must ,eon=
sciously diroct his offcrts Jtowards bozoming o prcpyxgwndlot' and org,'mizor of his
t follow=wonkors.in ths shon 'xrd neighbeorhood. Evory. p'xrty umomst nust understand.
thay his duty in the union. - bvst fulfilled by boing. thJ ablost, most activo and
.lmost class-conscious union mht nl; =~ is 1o advoneo th influcnec 'wxd forcos of .
$ho party- in ‘his. org’m.iz"w.tion. Tho o iy s A rrholo nus’c coaccntr"to on hclplng
ach individual nenbar solva ths. nroblc*m of \ulr‘nltlb to Ats r'x 11"‘s thoso workors with
hon ‘ho has contaots Exporionco, ospocially of thu Stalinist puruy, "shows thit
7. Bho  injtial isolation of .thg party fron thy work ors in a. givon locility ean'bo -
Pvoreomeo .by. the saloction of .cone: mtr. tion points = chtorios _ond ,unions in the |
ocality - at. whlch A .dotorminod '\.nd systvm tic ¢ rpaign of‘ 'v'it tion, rmd proPngda
L8 conductcd. A sorious. phrty of aetion rust cst- blish a nctwork: of such COolICCN=
mtion points throughout 'tbu country. Wi'bhout it nrolotmri'miz'\tion romins an! ’
otV vhinan - .k
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7+ A roevolutionary party functioning in prosdont-day. Unitod -Statos st diroct A4s
ttontion Bor: ho wholo: noxt nortod to twe of tho riost dountrodden :and. disposscssod
scotiong ‘of tho ‘Ancpiom working elass:  tho Nogro massos and the "loakod~out gone
cration®, tho Youth, gach. of whith xoupics a spocial position ¥n-the country -ond
mast bo trecated as a spocial problems Tho ncgloct of the Negro problen is :tho
disgraco of tho Amoriccn rovoluti omary mwouent, The extromuly idoest offorts
Tado up o nov show whitt "2 wast rosorveir ’:»i"rocruitrwn*h ‘ond .rovolutiomry potens< !
tialitics is - roproscntod by thor Nogr:: sass¥se A bramch functioning in .o clty with
a Ncgro popul’lti”“' is nct worthy s tha-nawe of g revalutl onary argnmizatiion un«- -
lo sy it reeruits Nopgrd wankors ‘ints its raults, (Svociul cttontion rust' bo:dovotod !
t- this 'problo‘ri'.b:,t tho pross, litoraturo, aﬂ-it'\t'mrs ~qd orgmnizors “of the. party, -
Striflarly with the’ ¥Youth, © The unroliovod erisis shows -thow thh & thay hivio- Yiter-:-
ally nothing.to »3iiy by mringaining papitnlisn and cverything to grin by ororturning
it Aparty br'incl‘i wthich ‘@905 et “have ‘a- yauth', organiz i futicti ohing  sido by
sido wi%h 'it, is enly half-ia branch. Thd' ysuth, conbinmg studios :with activity
i tho:clzss strugplo, ‘18 t4o" most "imnortant singlo ‘rost:rvé ofetho nﬂrty and:. 1ts.-

lndiﬁpcnuiblo uxiliﬂ.ry. o mrty rust  root out the 'rottm rvforrmist d;tﬂ.tudo
townrds the' youth cxprossod in o ‘eontorntuous sup,rior'ity, in ‘ch,' attitudo' o sook-
ing to cdnfire tho youth' to doing tho "dirty .\ror?’" of tho" pe ¥ty and nothmg norde
‘At the sarp ‘aim, tho' prrty mus ¢ hols ‘tho “youth' organiz«tijn worems the' 'bondoncy
to ‘doclino intos o soectoridan “suuor-udlitlcal" vioveriont and aid it to boestro a T
brhad rinss’ ﬂO'VOIIC""b of miiit'mt y'\\x’ch, a tr'*ining gaurnd for- tho party md tho'”

- elass’ strugglo. The' o"rty st pvo. "poc1al “ssistameco to the 'yuith ‘in cstablishw
ing contaet ‘with iﬂdu“trl*\l w"r"ers and' tho ress: lﬂbar 'Jrg“miz*-tj,’ms, whora' the -
‘bulon’cs 'x‘nd ono:'gbs of tho' *mng; HilitAnts bast wcrvo th* ~ovcnbnt. Tt 'is nost”

. sighificont’ that, oxcovt” for tho" Stf\lin&sts, surs 4s’ t’no only’ '\rg'miz'xtim that ho.s

o youth moveront of any imwortmeo, This is a nrocivus’ revoiuti onary a.cqui'éition
which nus’c bo const'xntly cxp'ndcd. .
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g, Tho *br’xgio oxporioncoa of tho' 1n'h3rnati mal lo.'bor ncvc mnt, md in tho Soviot
Union prr'ticiilarky, with 'thy fhvagos” oA burdhucratisy “hnvs niado all’ viorko'rs righte
Ly corcornod with tho' problow of Wiorkers! ‘dorixFacys Buronueritd sii is ho product
‘of tho #ocial influcnco, idoalogy 'md prossuro of ho bourgcusin in ‘tho labar’
ﬁov‘oront » undernining, corrun'ting ﬂnd dororalBzini it. A8 an unrcrlént:.ng i‘ightcr
ago.inst olass=collaboratd ~iisy{y th P’xr’cy nuut at tho ‘gane ti:ﬁ ‘hoomm the’ ou’b-
-~ ato.nding onény of" buroaucratisri in’ tho warlcing oliss ro7ormnt, “#pposition’ to ¢
bourgosis domseracy in no Was0" s:.g'lifms oppositlm or indlfforonco to wor "ors‘
d’bnocrqcy, on the contmry, op*msiti o to bmr[foois dc mcrp.cy 4rith out oountcrposing
- workerst dorwor'\.cy is ‘only grist €5 tho rill of fas s¢isy1eo-I% must ‘not allow 'l-.ho :
‘811phtost- taint of bursaucratdsr or $olowanco “townrds. buroatierati sm staing 'md
‘discrodit 1its naric,: ~4\.bo'ro dl, it mst rulmtlcssly cﬂ—b“{: tho postn.lonco of
Stalinisn, which darkehdd tho i‘nspirl*g boacon light: of: “the' ﬂuﬂx?:hn Rovoluti on ond’
- Whiech has allcnirboq millior‘s o workors froir the rovoluti Jnary, rioveront’and’ tho |
-oauso of sooidlisn, © Tho socifxlist """ OVE) mrt, s:acixhs*m itsclf‘, coannst “bo built
by burcauerats or- by burchuerctis mth 2ds, but: o*rly bo dostroyod by thon. Socio.l-
3 rust bo andt can “nly bo-tho achiuvcnont of the dor v"cr'\‘hiéally-org’\nizod, o

A
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‘8. Tho party, thoroforo, ia 'Jrgauzcd m tho basis of domoe ratie ccmtr'\l {sn, -

Iruo party donoeracy is p>ssiblo only on the b'\S"S of an aectivo renbrrship nblo to
-4hd "sapablo of cﬂntz‘olli\w its lﬂ'xdor.ﬂﬁin, nd rosp’\nsiblc olo’ctivo loadorship -

" ‘whieh Justifics itsclf by tho chrroct oolicics i’c pursuos and tho activitics which

4t itsolr ongagos in, A party fighting tho cluss wor st be a eomtrlizod- and -

’ ﬁ‘idiseiplinod or giizati n, which do: mnds u‘qity in® action on ‘tho basis -of donvcrati-_

ally dotorninod policicsa * This cﬂncopt rugt no-b', hawovor, bc‘&oh'\sod into tho' -
Buroaucratioc dog;n ‘that -sinco tho e rty "13 "t viary" A roglrio’ off illitary-tarrackse
fdiaciplino mst- nrovail. Tha- ri,_,ht >f discuusi 0 'md off fruo eritici’sn of tho p'u'%y
doadorshiip and poliry, is' a saborship ribh’c ~t all tines,’ t5 bo :idifiod only by
'tho strioﬁly?inpﬁsod roquirorcnts of oﬂrty Activity, 1Hthsut o rich, frco and’

- f
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variogatod intirnal 1ifo, party donoerady (and, in tho long run, the party itsclf)
- ‘is made 1rpossiblo. A loadorship which is satisficd with obodionec, rogardloss of
how 'obt"xincd,‘ has alrcady abandonod tho nsst clomentary eoncoptions of party don-
‘ocracye & mnborship wh1ch givos such obcdionco simult~neously surrondors party -

e o : T
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13, An ignorant aﬁd unlnfomod norb*rshio is tho buro'mcrﬂt's mrqdiso. 'I’ho first
px‘o'-quuisito of party dor*ocr*toy is nn infor.;ad rorborship, An indispensablo olo=
nent’ of such information is o rogular, all-yoar=-round bullatin in which tho party
. Yoadorship givos a rogular aecounting of its stowardshin, informs the -1orbership
~of -1ts import-nt docisions and notivatos then, infors the rembership about ine-
portant differoncos in the loadorshiv or tho rands, nnd vi:rits tho fric discuss-
3 ion of problons of party organizotion, activity and curront poliey. - Howevaor, tho
discuss:.:m of important politieal quostions is earieaturod and rofdorod noaningless
- i 3t ‘is ‘oarricd on %y cn "oduecatod oasto" on tho ons’ sido, ~d an unaducatod Tiche
borship n'the ‘othor. Tho, training of ovory party and y- uth sorbor in tho funda=- -
"« montal. principlcs >f Marxisn, in tho main olomonts of intornational and Ancrican .
epolitias; Boecros; theroforo;- ono of: the bast. -assuraences. for the, prosorvation of .
# moaningfal:-party do"ocracy. Tho arpd: g 9f . tho’ Jparty-necihorship with tho. :thoory- of
-larxisn 4s necant not - only to oqu:.p it for Horo offuctivo partiecipation in tho class
'strugglo,-but .also for riore offcetivo pirtiéipation in the innor 1lifo of tho party,
~in:thodovoloprient '~f its: p*lioios, in oinstantly i-xproving the ‘rolationships be=-
4wooh tho.loaddrship and “thy ranks, 4 party vombor indifforont 't9 continually
loarning morc .about the fund~;yuntal thodrotical principles..of tho movorent, is a
. o.rty monbor who will be tolerant tewdrds buroauqr"tisn, -or rathor, who will bocomo
i onsyr vietin of “a’ ‘burdavcracy, not only in tha lqbﬂr rmovonont gs a wholo, but -
pocifieally, in his own partye . v . ot v o e MY ;‘-:;‘ T IR
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‘313 Proxt this follﬂws tho, nood\of const"nt "t’cqn'bl'*n to thu- th,oorotic'x'l dcvolop-
-ngnt: of the party. v Eyory ncw xqﬂ.b r of tha -party, ond pspaeinlly all of tho youth,
whist-pass ‘through at: Teast m ,lcnont ry sorios af study groupss . Every branch
‘of .tho party must 50t dside r“gulqrpgniods for odicatiomal discussion, oithor on a
‘thoorotical’ qucoti on ‘or a probldn of current p'\lltics. -Tho -educ~timmal work of the
partsy’riust ‘bo gul’d».d and ccn’cr"“lizod by, n’'spoeizl nn ti:m.'ml -dapartmont, .- Thv rcgular
‘publisation,’ disﬁnbnti’*n ﬂnd study of “tho, ':"rty‘s theorotieal orgon st havo tho
“nttonti'm of tho~ on’cir" p'xruy and “y~uth; - and nat’ 2wrraly of n scloct-group of "spoe -
Adltsts ™ This Fgan rust bd ono, of the. str:mgost -pillars of tho-partys It rnust
gEroat. ‘th"- fund'mo'lt'*l ‘choorstic 1 probloms sf tha ::avarionrt from tho-Marxian stand-
‘pointy Xt wst doAl’ ﬂ'ﬁnly, hw\tovﬂr, wi’ch thv orvblur‘s and position of Aroripan
iapi‘c'xlisn ond the ‘noricm 1n bor novonont, . nnd *mnstr".to that ths now.goncration
of Marxists in this® cﬁuntry ard not only e: po.blo of. reponting whot Marx and Lenin
‘daid but of - condueting - indcpondent ~nd 1wch noeded invcstig'xti'm,s and analyses "of -
W problens, of now pslitical nnd ‘soofal uhonJanw. It swst not-foar . the diseuss-
doh of mew Sr ovon isld orvblons o tho' grounds of .an "orthodoxy“ which has moro .in
®dirion with' divinc. n,volqt:.*m thfxt ‘with genuine. living Marxism,:- It showld rathor
‘OOk ta eontinue tho really bost traditisns of thoe larxist rove: ont, and -its theo=
tioml discussions, of tho uro-w:r days in Gyrmony ond Russia, which,mado possiblo
h° onrichnont of the "1'801’111 of M;u'xis by such . thinkcrs as Hohring, Lux;mburg,
nin «and. TI‘O‘tS]"y’. AL 5 PR T ] S g:'”l' voeen e z"-"}. 0o
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i idust .as thu thoarotlc*xl argan af t‘xv rr\,y “ust dovoto i’cg lf '\inly to pr:)p-
ganda, 8o fthe popular political press ~ud litiraturo.sf the »arty rmst dovoto .
hdrsclves. minly to "glu'\tlan, ,i.o., £ cmeuentr: tlsn on_tho . i:medi~to poln.ticq1|
Logans amd ‘e nfung,s of *¥ho martye If thoso.¢anpaigns .are 42 non anything; how-
vor,-1t -ts noc.ssary %5 r.alco o sharp tura fro: $he -2ld, hupdrun propaginda nothods.,
“Pross ‘Tust ‘truly bo A "nuular '3911t10un1 pross. Lor tho Anwriein workor, . If it
%o “dnfluonco -twid 2 be 'road by the An ric'\n workor, it smust bo writton ina:
1o ‘and . a “language thﬁ’c will :ta%c our idons accossible to hin, That :0ans, .
rstly. an cnd t5 th: "srofossional jorgon"  of our riovorwnt which is unintollig-

.’
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iblo to hine It 1wuns an end t5 long and uvnroad articles and t> hoavy, obviously
loborod prepaganda cffarts, It nowns writing about questimns which nst snly cone
cern hir: but in which he is interestod =« questions of Arorican polities nd the
- Ancrienn labor novoiewnt, not o the oxelusim of intornational quostions, to be
suro, but novertheloss with th» rain orphesis on what he svos about hi- and
whrt ho knows about, It ro-ns, also, o 9apor o which tho -rorkers and workor-
recadors contributs, the adoption ard oxtomsion on a large seale of that "eorrospond-
ence to tho cdit-r" which fosturcs ~11 th popular burgodis papers. It roans tho
attompt to contor and continuo th: agit~tizn of th: paper om a eontral campalgn
- for a givon peri-d :f tirx, as contrastd £o5 dosultory, fitful agltatdion fron
wock to wacke This adplics oven more strongly to pasphlateorings The bulk of tho
party's pamphlets st b> oxtrorcely choap in price, oxtr: --wly popular in proscnt-'
ation, dovoted ~lwoys to o single question, in nost enscs a quvstrn tht is
© topical and related t5 the, Anmerican scones Tho varty cnn -wll afford to nodel
* dtsclf, in this ficld, on th: bost cxamples of agitati~nal work In the urc-war
- socinlist snd syndicalist novenonts in this country. Th: lseturo tours of party.
spookers, which must bo systomatically conducted, should ~1lz2 bo arranged in tho
C some spirite In all its agitational nnd or ~nireing ork, the porty must omphasizo -
- %o tho dmorican workers th-t it is not o - avonent concerncd primarily vdth things
" and probloms which they mow fool £+ b: alion or riiofe fron thon, but prirarly
with tho things and probloms he fools ars -“3st acutely his, that it considers it
. %9 be, in o word, its task as intornahi- l"listo to 1sad in struggle for the rovole

. ution in amorica,




