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RIGHTS FOR WHOM

Jimmy Carter, seemingly has
become the humanitarian of the
century and the moral police-
man of the world He 1is de-
fending the "human rights" of
the peoples in Russia, Czecho-
slovakia, Uganda, against the
"brutal dictatorships" of their
| respective countries and seem-
ingly will do so for anybody
else, with the exception of
a few countries like Korea ard
the Philippines where there 1is
substantial investment and ru-
litary presence Carter 1s
critical of the treatment of
political prisioners in Russia
He even sends letters of sup-
port to leading dissidents to
back up his stand, like Sakha-
rov He supports "Charter 77"
He tells Amin, of Uganda, that
his activities are "disgusting
the whole world"

At home, Jimy alsc appears
to be the "nice guy" He hired
an ex-con to be his nursemaid
for his daughter Amy Carter
appointed a crippled veteran to
a post on-his staff Jimy 1s
not even afraid of going among

steelworkers cast their ballots at
union halls all over the US, Cana-
da, and Puerto Rico to choose their
next union president Lloyd McBri-
de, I W Abel's hand-picked suces-
sor, has been declared the unoffi-
cial winner over reformist challe-
nger Ed Sadlowski In the course
of the election struggle over the
last year, the McBride campaign
machine, with the full backing of

@ the established union bureacracy,

8 had openly declared that a vote

{ for McBride would be a vote for

f "more of the same" -- more of the
same of Abel's brand of trade uni-
Sonism To see just what more of
Ethe same will actually be takes
orly a brief look over the past

% 12- years of the union's history

ABEL'S RISE TO POWER

Many steelworkers remember A-
bel's predecessor, David McDon-
ald, who took over the presiden-
cy after Phillip Murray died in
1953 And they remember that Mc-
Donald's presidency was nothing
more than one long flying leap

CALHOUNE
PRESSMAN

the "common working people”
for breakfast, overnight visits
and phone conversations

Have things really changed
that drastically at the White
house? Is there now a Presi-
dent who cares about the rights
and problems of the worlds work-
1ng and oppressed people?

CARTER'S RIGHTS PROGRAM AT HOME
The bourgeoisie made no mis-—

take when they chose Carter to
become President The people

of the U S are totally dis-
gusted with the corruptness and

les After the establishment of
the sell-out Human Relations Com-
mittee under the guiding light of
"Mutual Friendship" between the
companies and the union, and the
sweetheart contract of 1962, th-
ere weren't many steelworkers who
didn’'t think that things were ri-
pe for a change The rank-—-and-
file wanted more democracy, they
wanted fewer lay-offs and higher
wages, and they wanted a lot more
militant use of strikes to get
them

When the 1865 negotiations rol-
led around and McDonald flatly de-
clared that the USWA would not ev-—

“HUMAN RIGHTS” FRAUD EXPOSED

oisie The masses of working
and oppressed people are be-
coming more militant due to
the ever worsening conditions
of their lives So along
comes Jimmy, preaching human
rights, God, trust and hard
work  The bourgeoisie needed
some one who could be promoted
as having strong moral fibre,
someone the people could trust
not to lie to them, be open a-
bout all matters, even foriegn
policy  The bourgeorsie needed
to restore the people's fairth
wn the "democratic process'

"Fascism 1s able to attract the
masses because 1t demogogically
appeals to thieir most urgent
needs and demands Fascism not
only inflames prejudices that are
deeply ingrained in the masses,
but also plays on the better
sentiments of the masses, on
their sense of justice, and even
sometinzs on their revolutionary

¢ traditions " (Dimitrov, G , RE-
. PORT TO THE 7th CONGRESS COM-

Under capitalism the right to work
1s not even guaranteed

ABEL’S HISTORY of TREACHERY

On Tuesday, Feb 8, over 700,000 into the arms of the steel compan- themselves elected and what union harmony and unity in the uiion

MUNIST INTERNATIONAL 1935, "For
the Unity of the Working Class
Against Fascism", p 43)

As capitalism degenerates more,

members wind up getting are two
different things THis 1s how 2A-
bel has honored the promises he
made 1n 1965

9
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en threaten a strike, nothing sho-
rt of stealing the ballot box cou- DEMOCRACY IN THE UNION

1d have kept him in office after
the election that same year

Steelworkers still have no rig-

These were the circumstances of it to ratify their own contracts

Abel's original bid for the presi- and agreements

dency He criticized McDonald's
"Tuxedo Unionism" and promised to
"give the union back to the rank-
and-file", and he scored his vic-
tory

But what union politicians are

willing to promise in order to get sent and creating the 1llusion of

- 715
- 8

SHIPYARDS - 4
VIETNAM

parade of secret negotiations by

"special" committees of bureacrats,1971 he pushed the same 1dea again
closed-door agreements, and stack- but 1t was dropped for lack of su-
ed conventions set up specifically pport

for the purpose of stifling dis-

- 70

Instead, year af-
ter year they have seen an endless

QUEBEC - 12
AZANIA - 11

the revolutionary movement of
the working class continues to
grow In order to suppress the
revolutionary tide of the work-
ing class, the bourgeoisie has
used and will continue to use
the "stick" on the people,

like prisions, open terror, the
FBI, etc but equally important
Ls the use of the church and
morality  The rise of Ffacism
wnevitably represents the
merger of the church and state
The bourgeosie hopes to divert
the growing militancy away from
revolutionary struggle and down
the road of religion and "re-
forms"

REALITY EXPOSES THE MYTH

Plains, Georgia 1s located
in the Black Belt Nation,
Just one countv away from
"Terrible Tyrell County",
where three churches were blown
up when Martin Lather King pas-—
sed through Jimmy was Gov-
enor of Georgia, a state with p
a history of "right to work"
laws, which as the working
class knows 1s no favor to
workers

cont
Carter was a plan- p &

The most recent convention last
August, stacked with over 800 loy-
al staffers and local union pres-—
1dents making up the Steel Indust-
ry Conference, side-stepped all the
real i1ssues facing steelworkers
and i1nstead focused on empty reso-
lutions, the red-baiting of prog-
ressive elements, and beating-up
of Sadlowskl supporters

THE RIGHT TO STRIKE

Under Abel, 450,000 steelwork-
ers have been robbed of their ri-
ght to strike At the 1968 contr-
act negotiations, less than three
years after his election, T W A-
bel gave the rank-and-file a slap
in the face when he proposed that
all i1ssues unresolved by negotia-
tions be subject to bindihg arbi-
tration -- a direct attack on the
right of union members to strike
in defense of their interests.

In

In 1973, rallying the same
cont p &
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BUILD FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN THE
PEOPLE OF VIETNAM AND THE U.S.

After thirty years of heroic
struggle, the people of Vietnanm,
under the leadership of the
Vietnam Workers Party, forced
the last foreign troops from her
soil April 30, 1975 is a date
that will always recall the pre-
cious words of the father of the
Vietnamese revolution, Ho Chi
Minh "Nothing is more precious
than freedom and independence "

The U S working class join-
ed with people throughout the
entire world in supporting the
jJjust struggle of the people of
Vietnam Starting as a hand
full of people m 1965, the
anti-imperialist movement
grew into a mighty wave that
helped to sweep U S troops out
of Vietnam and all Indochina

Yet today, still unresolved
to accept this historic defeat
for U S imperialism, the bourge
oisie is trying to convince the
American people that the anti-
Imperialist struggle was all in
vain, because Vietnam has be-
came another 'cortmunist dicta-
torship” Even seme long
standing "anti-war activists"
now moan about the lack of
"rights” in Vietnam

What such moral opponents of
war do not understand, is that
Vietnam has successfully estab-
lished a system in which the
vast majority, the proletariat,
control the yearnings of the
minority, the bourgeoisie
This is exactly the opposite of
the situation in the capitalist
countries, where a minority con-

FORGE MU

The Byrd Amendment had allowed
the US to import Rhodesian
(Zimbabwe)chrome, despite a
boycott by many countries around
the world The recent repeal of
this amendment is a historic
step m the struggle of the U S
working class to support the
jJjust struggles of the people
of Southern Africa, and through-
out the workd This action by
the U S Congress is an effort
to profit from the mass senti-
ment in the U S and around the
world against the lan Smith re-
gime, and the growing support
of the national liberaticn strug-
gle of the Zimbabwe people

The forging of such multi-
national unity is a fundamental
task of the workers and oppressed
people of the world In the
struggle against U S imperial-
ism, Soviet social-imperialism
and all reaction, the greatest
ally of the working class is the
struggle of the oppressed nations
and colonies The advance of
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EDITORIALS

trols the majority - a dictator-
ship of the bourgeoisie

Today in Vietnam, exactly be-
cause those that seek to re-

to aid in the rebuilding m

1972, restoration

establish capitalism are kept
in check, the life of the people
is for the first time free from

LTI-NATIONAL UNITY!

each is a victory for both

Lenin, who clearly explained
the basic laws of imperialism,
taught us that the nature of
imperialism is to divide nations
and try and breed antagonism
between different nationalities
This is clearly the case in the
U S , where the working class
remains divided because of the
efforts of the ruling class and
their agents, the trade union
bureaucrats, who openly preach
national chauvinism

Just as the world revolu-
tionary movement depends upon
the unity of the working class
and oppressed nations, so does
the struggle for socialism m
the U S Our task is to actively
forge multi-national unity in
every plant, mill, farm and com-
munity Our struggle to support
the national liberation of the
people of Asia, Africa and Latin
America - must go hand-m-hand
with the struggle for self-
determination, up to and includ-

must be forced to pay war re-

fonegn iIntervention and domi-
nation Socialist construction
is proceeding and the standard of
well being of the people is con-
stantly being raised

Many problems exist as a re-
sult of the 30 years of national

liberation wars The scars of
U S imperialism remain on the
people and land of gallant Viet-
nam

The debt of U S imperialism
remains - complete recognition
of Vietnam and fullfillment of
the pronased war reparations
On these two counts, our tasks
remain - to step up our efforts
to force the U S government to
extend full diplomatic relations
to Vietnam and fulfill its pro-
mise for war reparations

The U S working class will
always have a very special re-
lationship to the people of
Vietnam, forged over years of
common struggle It was through
the struggle against U S imper-
ialism m Vietnam, and all Indo-
china that many learned for the
first time the real nature of
U S imperialism The friend-
ship between our two peoples will
long endure

FULL DIPLOMATIC RECOGNITION OF
VIETNAM NOW*

PAY THE WAR PREPARATIONS*

LONG LIVE THE FRIENDSHIP BE-
TWEEN THE PEOPLE OF THE U S
AND VIETNAM®

ing secession for the oppressed
nation in the Black Belt South,
ancf full democratic rights for
all minorities The independence
of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Is-
lands, Micronesia must be acute-
ly fought for

Next month is May Day As
we prepare to celebrate this
international holiday of the
working class, we must actively
forge the genuine multi-national
unity of the proletariat, based
upon our caimon enemy, imperial-
ism, and our common goal, soc-
falism

OPPRESSED NATIONS
UNITE"

WORKERS,
AND PEOPLE OF THE WORLD,

FORGE THE MULTI-NATIONAL UNITY
OF THE U S WORKING CLASS*

COMBAT ALL NATIONAL CHAUVINSIM
AND PRIVILEGES FOR ANY
NATIONALITY"
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ARICAN LIBERATION
JFRT COmITEE

Beginning with a declaration
of the Organization of African
Unity, African Liberation Day
has become an international day
of solidarity with the struggles
of the African masses against
colonialism, neo-colonialism,

U S imperialism, Soviet social-
imperialism and all reaction

In the U S., the African Lib-
eration Support Committee (ALSC)
was formed by revolutionary-
nationalists in 1972 to mobi-
lize the broad masses of Black
people in support of African
liberation In its first few
years, ALSC built an important
mass, anti-imperialist organi-
zation

However, as the struggles in
southern Africa developed, as
well as the consciousness of re-
volutionaries here, the need to
build the multi-national unity
of the working class, lead by a
vanguard communist party became
more apparent

Opportunists and careerists
such as the Revolutionary Work-
ers League, managed to gam con-
trol of ALSC and destroy its mass
base, turning it into an isolated
sect This directly aided the
forces of reaction m Africa, by
turning the initiative for African
liberation support work in this
country over to the CPUSA and
other reactionaires

In the last half year there
has been some effort to rebuild
ALSC into a mass anti-imperial-
ist organization, though this
has been consistently opposed by
the Workers Viewpoint Organiza-
tion, who follows in the foot-
steps of the degenerate Pro-
gressive Labor Party

The position of the MLOC has
been consistent ALSC should
be rebuilt into a mass, multi-
national, anti-imperialist or-
ganization against the two
superpowers in Africa, and in
support of the liberation strug-
gles of the African people It
cannot continue to exist as a
debating club for the revision-
ist lines of WVO or anyone else
A real test for the future
viability of ALSC is the events
now planned for African Libera-
tion Day in Washington, D C ,
Mfey 28th This event should focus
on building support for African
liberation struggles, featuring
speakers from and workshops on the
liberation struggles in Africa
today

The MLOC calls upon all true
internationalists to take up the
-question of turning ALSC into a
genuine, multi-national mass
organization To achieve this,
we must isolate and expose the
opportunists vho would continue
to liquidate this course for ALSC

BUT-D THE ALSC INTO A GENUINE,
MULTI-NATIONAL MASS ORGANIZATION*

THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE

OF THE

Marxist Leninist
Organizing Committee

CAN BE REACHED
BY WRITING

MLOC
PO BOX 4781
Chicago, Illinois
60680
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body of bureacrats which he has
consistenly used to stack con-
ventions in his favor — the USWA*
s Steel Industry Conference -
Abel unloaded his "revolutionary"
Experimental Negotiating Agreement
(ENA) without a vote or even a de-
bate by the rank-and-file
According to I W Abel, the on-
ly way to guarantee a healthy com-
petitive steel industry, and there-
fore steady employment, was through
the elimination of the possibility
of a crippling strike at contract
time Reality has since exposed
this as a lie and the mast blatant
class collaboration with the capi-
talist bourgeoisie

PRODUCTIVITY

Over 100,000 steelworkers have
lost their {jobs over the last 20
years Over half of these have
been lost in the four years since
the introduction of Abel®s ENA
The main reason for this has been
the steel companies®™ push for hi-
gher profits through higher pro-
ductivity And the main purpose
of the ENA has been to keep stee-
Iworkers defenseless against this
push

Between 1956 and 1974, steel
production rose from 8 3 million
tons to 110 million tons In the
same period, 116,000 steelworkers
were permanently cut from the pay-
rolls The response of Abel and
his bureacratic yes-men to this
mass sacrificing of steel workers
was to introduce a productivity
claiise into the 1971 contract —
another item which steelworkers
had no voice in accepting or reje-
cting — which has set up plant
committees with the direct purpo-
se of cooperating with this drive
for productivity Supporters of
Abel are proud of boasting that m
the year following the introducti-
on of these productivity committ-
ees, production m
an increase of 100% over the year
before As a result, steel indus-
try profits for 1974 rose to a re-
nnrd S2 4 billion

WFREE” N STRIKE '
| pensions NO MORE
EXTENW

steel rose 10 8% ,didate for the presidency,

has found many words, and m 1974
millions of dollars to pump in to
"joint research" programs with two
companies, when it has actually
care down to doing something now,
the record shews that things are
different Abel has combined na-
tional chauvinism with opportunism
m sparing no effort to block the
militant demands of white and mi-
nority coke workers out of concern
for the prosperity of the industry
A recent example in the Clairton
works near Pittsburgh, where coke
workers have been stuck with an
agreement which gives U S Steel
12 years to make any changes to-
ward meeting what are considered
"safe" emission levels The com-
pany, as part of this "joint"
effort, has insisted it will close
down before it does anything at
all

MINORITY AND WOMEN WORKERS

Abel*s collaboration with the
exploitive and racist practices of
the companies is not limited to the
coke industry Since the founding
of the USWA, Black steelworkers and
other national minority workers
have suffered national oppression
m spite of loud declarations of
brotherhood and equality from uni-
on bureacrats

Discriminatory hiring, wage and
promotion practices of the compan-
ies have gone nand-m-hand with
do-nothing civil rights committe-
es, toothless contract clauses,
and lack of minority representa-
tion in the union

In 1963, a National Ad Hoc Com-
mittee representing over 200,000
Black steelworkers was organized
and presented three demands to
David McDonald 1) a Black re-
presentative on the Executive
Board, 2) total integration of
the union staff at all levels,

3) reorganization of the union®s
Civil Rights Department and the a-
ppointment of a Black director
When McDonald refused to honor th-
em, Black steelworkers took their
demands to 1 W Abel, who as can-
added
the demands to his platform Ex-
cept for a few token gestures,
as the appointment of Leon Lynch

LIKE j G

weau
'FINDING BOARD
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Abel nas tried everything to eliminate all strikes in the

steel industry,

HEALTH AND SAFETY

The cost in worker health and
safety has kept pace with the in-
creases m productivity and profi-
ts The disabling injury rate in
steel nearly doubled between 1961
and 1969, while the present number
of injuries m primary metals is
among the highest in all the manu-
facturing industries at 6 2 disa-
bling or time-lost injuries for e-
very 100 full-time workers In
particular areas of product_on the
rate is even higher

- 8 6 in steel pipes and tubes

- 8 9 m steel wire production

- 9 2m cold finishing

-10 1 at iron and steel foundr-
ies

The Abel bureacracy, for the
sake of underwriting company pro-
fits, has turned its back on wor-
kers m the coke industry Coke
workers, 80-90% of whom are Black
or Latino, continue to risk a high
rate of cancer 10 times higher th-
an other steelworkers While Abel

but the rank and file have militantly
opposed this collaboration

as part of the McBride slate, the
Abel bureacracy has since ignored
these premises along with all the
others he"s made

At the 1968 constitutional con-
vention, the Ad Hoc Committee gave
Abel"s memory a little jolt but
Abel declared with a straight face
that "there is no discrimination
m our union” and that to meet the

demands of the caucus would consti-

tute "special privilege"” and "ra-
cism in reverse" This m spite
of the fact that m a union which
is 20% Black, there were no Black
district directors, no Black mem-
ber of the Executive Board, and o-
nly 2 out of 14 departments which
had any Black personnel at all

In the same year, a government
investigation at Bethlehem®"s Spar-
row Point plant showed that the
racist practices of the company
had kept Black workers stuck in
""those departments, units, and jo-
bs m which the working conditions
were the least desirable, the pay
lowest, and the opportunities for

such

In the USW, Blacks and other min-
ority workers, have consistently
faced discriminatory practices

advancement the smallest” — mai-
ntenance laborer”, refuse dispo-
sal, blast furnace, and the coke
ovens

In 1974, the struggle of Black
workers for democratic rights came
to a head around the infamous Con-
sent Decree While appearing to
grant broad concessions to women
and minority workers, the Decree
is actually tailored to the inte-
rest of the companies This ag-
reement, covering approximately
350,000 workers, of whom 70,000
are women, Black, or Latinos, has
cancelled out Title 7 of the 1964
Civil Rights Act dealing with the
right to file suit for job discri-
mination Under the Decree, work-
ers who have been discriminated
against must give up their ngh
file future {job bia° suits in or-
der to recieve a back-pay award
which is nothing more than a petty
pay-off to placate militant minor-
ity groups in the union and to en-
sure the companies future immunity
to discrimination charges These
awards average $500 to $750, the
equivalent, on the average, of
just one year®s loss of pay due to
discrimination Many have only
received the minimum pay of $250

On the question of seniority,
the decree upholds plant-wide sen-
iority but ignores the fact that
many companies, especially in the
South, maintain separate discrim-
inatory seniority lists for white
and minority workers

COLLABORATION WITH THE BOURGEOIS
STATE

Abel"s opportunism has not been
limited to playing ball with the
steel companies, but has embraced
the bourgeoisie "s ent-re state
machinery  Abel®s appointment as
an alternate representative of the
U S delegation to the United Nat-
ions in 1967 was an open-handed
recognition of Abel®s willingness
and ability to represent the in-
terests of US imperialism, even on
the international level As a me-
mber of the National Advisory Com-
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mission on Civil Disorder, Abel has
played an integral role m the bou-
rgeoisie”s apparatus for the supp-
ression of mass rebellion against
the exploitation and oppression of
capitalism In the capacity of
appointee to the pay board of the
National Stabilization Program m
1971, Abel again proved himself
suited to the role of a well-rewa-
rded flunky for the bourgeoisie

INCREASE THE STRUGGLE AGAINST THE
BUREAUCRATS

During the entire 12 years of
his presidency, 1 W Abel has car-
ped on one main theme that la-
bor relations have entered a new
phase of "joint labor-management
collaboration for the greater gro-
ss productivity in which both sha-
re" Only m this present phase,
Abel has declared, has there been
a "demand for labor leaders who
are production conscious and who
are ready and able to cooperate
with management m furthering the
common enterprise" ("'Our Future
is at Stake"™, address of I W Abel
to the Joint Conference on Inports
and Productivity, Dec 14, 1972,

p 15-16)

There can be no idea more alien
to the interests of the working
class than that of collaboration
and cooperation with the bourgeoi-
sie The results of this bankrupt
course of wholesale abandonment
of the stand of the working class
against its exploiters is obser-
vable on a daily basis in steel
The treachery of I W Abel, eneny
of the working class, has encoura-
ged the spread of this opportunist
poison to the lowest levels of the
union hierarchy In a recent in-
cident at a plant m Pittsburgh,
company representatives defiantly
tore up their contract with the
union, openly daring the union to
resist its attempts to force a sp-
eed-up The reaction of the local
union president was "They own the
place, they can do anything they
want'”*

Tnese are the goals and methods
with which Lloyd McBride, president-
elect of the USWA, has openly iden-
tified The rise of Sadlowski*s
reform movement m the union has
only been a reflection, and a min-
or one at that, of a growing stru-
ggle m response to the contradic-
tions within the steelworkers uni-
on For Lloyd McBride, '"mere of
the same'™ means more sell-outs,
more back-stabbing, and more butt-
kissing For class conscious ste-
elworkers, more of the same means
an even greater fight to kick the-
se bureaucrats out of the union
and place the USWA in the forefr-
ont of the class struggle against
the bourgeoisie and for socialism

AFASCISTPARTY

The killings, last month of 5
New Rochelle, N Y people by Nazi
cultist, Fred Cowan, brought nati-
onal attention to the National
States Rights Party, to which he
was a member This fascist party,
since its existence in the early
1950"s, has long been noted for
its racist ideology in advocating
a program of white supremacy Ba-
sed in Marietta, Georgia, the
States Rights Party reportedly
has some 20,000 members m 100
or more chapters throughout the
United States and the Black
Nation

In a television interview,
the party®s president, J B
Stoner stated that he had no
regrets for those people killed
in New Rochelle, except for the
white policeman 1In a local news-
paper he went on to say, 'l think
the white races that live in New
York should move down South and
let us ship all our niggers up
there until such time we can
ship them to Africa " Stoner,
vbo was the defense attorney for
James Earl Ray (convicted killer
of Martin Luther King Jr ), rec-
leved some 73,000 votes in the
1974 election for Lieutenant
Governor of Georgia

The National States Rights
Party also publishes a monthly
newspaper, THUNDERBOLT, which
at present prints some 15,000
copies and since the first of
the year has gained 1,935 new
subscriptions To be sure, Stoners
party is not some msignif-
cant organization to be ignored

In reality, the States Rights
Party is no different than the
Nazi®s or the KKK They have
historically played the role of
spreading terror among the Black
masses throughout the country
The growth of the States Rights
Party and other fascist organ-
izations is a reflection of
the deepening crisis of capital-
ism The bourgeosie supports
and encourages these organiza-
tions for the expressed pur-
pose of dividing white and
Black workers National op-
pression seeks to use the
Black masses as a scapegoat for
the evils of capitalism, much
like Nazi Germany®s attack on
the Jewish peoples

The existence and growth of
the National States Rights Par-
ty is not some isolated phenom-
enon, but a reflection of the
rise of fascism
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This summer the West Coast ship-
yard workers contract expires Many
people want to know if there will be
a strike

The only real discussion of this
issue is taking place among the
workers. Union officials repeat
themselves like a broken record and
the employers don"t say anything
about it

The contract, covering workers
from San Francisco to the Canadian
border, expires July 1 It is the
Pacific Coast Master Agreement
and it represents more than 34
union locals, 10 Internationals
and 18 shipyards and runs for 3
years It bars strikes and "sus-
pensions of work"™ for the dura-
tion of the contract

As in most contract negotiations
most of what"s said is about money
and fringe benefits But very little

is being said about sane other life

heed employed 4000 people In 1973

employment fell to 1400 and today it

is around 2000 Todd had 2500
workers two years ago and now has
about 700
the employment changes drastically
In January 1973, Todd employed 1200,
by June it was down to 300

Guaranteeing jobs is a problem
the contract hasn®"t solved by re-
cognizing job rights or seniority
Being high on the call back list
doesn"t pay the bills And taking
another job could cost you your job
if you can"t go back when the coin-
pany calls

The one thing the contract spells

out relatively well is money As
the union bureaucrats love to tell,
Pacific Coast Metal Trades Council
workers are the best paid shipyard
workers m the country
rent wage, $7 60 per hour, that
claim sounds good But many find
themselves no better off than those

i LOCKHEED

300 PLA

A good place to work7 Lockheed"s nationwide employ-

SHIPBUILDING and
COANSTRUCTION a
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SHIPYARD WORK DANGEROUS

At Lockheed and Todd, the large
Seattle shipyards, workers lose work
days at more than five times the
national average This makes these
shipyards, and those like them, very
dangerous places to work

It is impossible to tell that
shipyard work is dangerous frcm the
contract The contract fails to
call for health and safety in any
substantial way What little is
called for is often not provided,
leading to walk-offs and slowdowns
by dissatisfied workers

But the on-the-job hazards seem
less significant when there are no
jobs Thousands of shipyard workers
are unemployed In the Seattle area,
where during World War Il nearly 20%
of all employment related to the
shipyards, the number has shrunk to
1% During the early 40"s, some old-
timers say, more people worked on the
smallest graveyard shift m the ship-
yards than have worked on the
largest day shift in recent years

However, as the military build-up
increases, so do the prospects of
jobs Current claims by Lockheed
and Todd show employment doubling
m the next year as military con-
struction continues The construc-
tion of Trident Submarine Tenders
and Navy Frigates m Seattle makes
it clear that the US is prepar-
ing for a war and war is how this
country creates jobs

CURRENT CONTRACT INADEQUATE

But even when there are jobs they
are often sporadic In 1968, Lock-

making much less With many wor-
kers laid off every month, no sick
pay and the tremendous injury rate
there are a lot of poor people ma-
king $7 60 an hour In fact, many
workers leave the ship yards and
seek steadier employment because
they can®"t survive on the limited
and hazardous work

These high wages come from
the victories of militant worker
struggles Prom San Francisco to
the Canadian border, shipyard
workers forged a unity of will
the trade unions demanding just
treatment Through the trade
unions workers lives have improved
significantly

in

CAPITALIST VIEW OF SAFETY

But why are the conditions so
poor and the jobs so dear7 G G
Grahm Whipple, president of Lock-
heed Shipbuilding and Construction
Co personally told workers last
Christmas that safety equipment
found defective was the result of
a "safety wrecker" This person
was the only one responsible for
major failures in safety equipment
Whipple had no doubt And when he
caught up with tins person Whipple
vowed to make the yards safe by
hanging the "culprit” from a crane
"by his privates"

And there are not jobs,
to Todd Shipyard,
so high the company can®"t win any
bids for new work

One this is for sure Ask man-
agement who"s to blane and the an-
swer will be “somebody else"
That"s what managements job is —

Even within a few months

At the cur-

FOR

IN THE SH

protecting themselves and their
bosses frcm the workers while ke-
epmg production up The real
owners of Lockheed and Todd are
large international capitalists who
could care less about workers*®
health, safety or jobs But they
do care about production, because
it"s from production that capital-
ists take their billions m profit

Of course they say that its not
true They even claim they lose
money But ask Lockheed where they
got their millions for bribery ar-
ound the world Ask them where
bribes show up m the "Annual Re-
port" They lose"™ money all the
way to the bank

When it canes to blaming the
workers, the capitalists have a lot
to say The thousands of workers

that have been sent packing for some
feeble reason or have been black-
listed by a one sentence "No Rehire"
letter know this all too well*

The capitalists produce nothing
Yet they control the shipyards and
make enormous profits for their
own benefit and the benefit of their
class— the bourgeosie

So when it =s asked why safety
is so bad in the shipyards, why are
there so many accidents, why so lit-
tie work, remember that the ship-
yards are controlled by the bourge-
oisie for their own benefit And
since they don"t work, they don’t
need health and safety and they
don"t need yobs All they need is
the profit from the labor of the
working class

The vast majority of the people
are workers who make no profits—
they“"re proletarians, not capital-
ists The working class— the pro-
letariat- needs health and safety,
jobs and good wages because it
works hard to produce all wealth

and value And that work, especial-
ly in the shipyards, includes
hazards

Yet the capitalist system puts
profits before everything Only
through long and bloody struggles
have workers forced the bourgeoisie
to improve conditions, and those
improvements are limited

Only with the replacement of
the profit of a few by the material
well-being of the many - with the
replacement of capitalism with
socialism can effective change
occur

LOSS OF WORK DUE TO ON TILE JOB INJURY
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UNIONS AND LABOR MISLEADERS

*fany union officials, however,
think the system is fine as it is
These officials don"t work, yet
they receive high salaries Like
the bourgeoisie, labor bureacrats
live off of the workers They
are a part of the labor anstocracy-

according a small group who"ll1 defend the
because wages are capitalists to the end for just a

few crumbs of the profits

The labor aristocrats are the
people who negotiate the contract
At the last negotiations there
wasn®"t anyone at the table who nad
ever worked in the shipyards *

IPYARDS

Yet the upcoming contract does
offer a chance to do something a-
bout the working conditions m the

shipyards Net at the negotiating
table, but m the yards and in the
unions

In the yards, i1f the workers shut
down production, they shut down
profit— the life blood of the bourge-
oisie And it is in the unions
that the power to shut down produc-
tion is concentrated unions are
powerful organizations of the pro-
letariat But they are presently
controlled by trade union bureau-
crats who must be exposed and ex-
pelled

The militancy of the workers is
growing Work stoppages and walk-
offs on the jobs and angry confron-
tations with the bureaucrats at the
union halls are common occurances
Utter contempt for state agencies
such as Occupational Safety and
Health Administration (OSHA) is
common Even sabotage of military
projects is not unusual In re-
sponse, there are now U S mili-
tary guards on board new construc-
tion projects, supposedly to pro-
tect government secrets But
they are actually there to pro-
tect the government and companies
from the workers

m\b

Trident Atmormc Submarine Tenders
now under construction are the
largest ship ever built on the
west coast The contract for two
is worth $253 million

The power of the workers is clear
It is for the workers to now wield
that power consciously and collect-
ively, m both the long and short
term struggles

THE ROLE OF THE VANGUARD

Together with a new vanguard
communist party, worker controlled
unions will play an important part
m the class and the fight for soc-
ialism The Party, the vanguard of
the proletariat, will provide the
unions and the working class a con-
crete program of struggle as a
guide to action in the fight a-
gainst the capitalists and their
pawns, the union bureaucrats

until the Party is formed and
trade unions retaken the working
class remains m a weak position
contract time But weakness can
turned into strength

The contract vote gives workers
the opportunity to leagally refuse
to work in unsafe conditions, to ex-
pose the corrupt union bureaucrats
and to take up a greater militancy
on their own behalf The strike is
a powerful weapon m the arsenal of
the proletariat In the present
conditions it is a weapon that
should be used*

the

at
be

STRIKE®

DEMAND A CONTRACT THAT WORKERS
CALL ENFORCE*

TURN THE UNIONS INTO A FIGHTING
ORGANIZATION FOR THE WORKING CLASS*

BUILD THF CONSCIOUSNESS AND ORGAN-
IZATION OF THE RANK AND FILE"

BUILD A NEW VANGUARD COMMUNIST PARTY*®



SHARPEN THE STUGGLE

usw

the Third Cir-
ruled in

In Philadelphia,
cuit Court of Appeals,
favor of the Steelworkers, in re-
fusing to extend a delay m impl-
ementing four crucial sections of
the new coke ovens health regulat-
ions The sections provide for
comprehensive monitoring of coke
oven emissions, employer-supplied

respirators and protective clothing
and air qua-

for coke oven workers,
lity and hygiene controls m the
lockerrooms and lunchrooms The
coke producers are challenging the
entire standard
a part of their scheme to put off

meeting any of the required improve-

ments
This struggle for cleaning up

the coke ovens has and continues to

be an important struggle for the
coke workers It has been proven
that coke workers are 10 time more

likely to get cancer than any other

group of workers Any gain made in
this struggle is a result of the
persistent,

or benevolence on the part of the
courts For the courts have been
proven over and over again, if at
all possible, rule m
bourgeoisie And
the working class militantly ap-
plying pressure, that some conces-
sions are won
struggles for it teaches us that
m the long run it will only be
through armed struggle that the
working class can achieve its goal
of socialism "jf

human rights. P

and no planta-
known for

tation cwner,
tion has ever been
its "human rights"

Now as President, we find
this "humanitarian™ taking
care of the bourgeoisie’s bus-
iness One of Carter”s big
promises, jobs, turns out to
be a program of "incentives"
for the capitalists with a
gesture His resolution to
the energy crisis, which threw
thousands out of work, froze
people to death and sent prices
soaring is to lift price con-
trols on the gas While people
are starving, he raises milk
prices up 6t a gallon That"s
supposed to be caring about
peoples rights?

No, things haven®t changed,
the same rights apply that
always apply under capitalism—
rights f"or the bourgeoisie to
exploit ~"e working and. op-
pressed people and little or
no rights for the masses of
people

MAKING THE WORLD SAFE FOR
HUMAN RICHTS

In the same way Wilson built
sentiment for our entry into
World War 1 by "making the
world safe for democracry",
Jumy Carter, is also trying to
build world sentiment for war
"1 think that if our country
can become the focal point for
a moral and ethical stand on
the subject of human rights,
would be a tremendous benefit
not only to us m dealing with
the deprived people, the devel-
oping world but also | think it
would be a vivid demonstration
that our own system of govern-
ment can work and it might
possibly reverse the tide that
has been going against demo-
cracies m the past " (US
AND WORLD REPORT, 3/14/77, p

Carter is right in saying
that there has been a tide that
has been going against 'demo-
cracies” m the past, only these
democracies are usually re-

it
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in the sane court as

militant struggle on the
part of the coke workers since 1971,
and not as a result of any fairness

favor of the
it is only through

These are important

fl-cio

In February,the Executive Council
of the AFL-CIO met for 6 days to
draw up a new agenda for the trade
unions on the nations critical needs
Resolutions covered areas from jobs
to B-1 bombers

The main focus of all the resol-
utions is clear, depend on Carter
and Congress to pass legislation
to improve the condition of the
working class and do not rely on
the strength of the workers them-
selves One resolution after an-
other supported policies of Carter,
praising them as reversals of Ford
and Nixon"s policies For example,
on the question of safety laws, the
Council said that it was encoura-
ged by Carter"s stated support of
OSHA and that the only thing that
is wrong with the existing law is
that it has been mis-managed It
never took up the crux of the
matter, which is that the capital-
ists will continue to sacrifice
workers safety in order to make
greater profit The Council also
supported Carters stand on hous-
ing, on the establishment of an
Energy Cabinet (as if it will
solve the "energy crisis') as
well as strong support for the
B-1 Bomber Project This was
done in order to give the U S
"the best possible bargaining pos-
ition” m the arms limitation
talks with the Soviets Thus,
supporting the imperialist aims
of the bourgeoisie

Msany summed up the work by
stating that "Everything that
affects American lives we have an

fered to as imperialists

It is a time of crisis for
imperialism and it is deeping
all the time There 1is no reme-
dy for it The oppressed people
that Carter talks about are
throwing off the imperialist
yoke They will not tolerate
this domination any longer
a result of this, the markets
for goods are shrinking, as are

As

exagerate or belittle the role
of ezther of the superpowers
zs to disarm
proletariat
international proletarian duty
that the working class of the
V S has zs to overthrown zts
own bourgeozsze

PEOPLE OPPOSE WAR

want another imperialist war
It is the working and oppres-
sed people who suffer the

ravages of war

The American labor
movement is changing to meet

the changing conditions m the
American economy " (AFL-CIO NEWS
Vol XXI11) In fact, what he means
is that everything that affect the
U S bourgeoisie these bureaucrats
have an interest m And that they
are trying by every means possible
to lead the militant struggle of
the working class down the road

of electoral politics and class
collaboration It becomes very
clear that this Executive Cou-
ncil of the AFL-CIO, 1in pres-
enting this agenda is not ser-
ving the interests of the work-
ing class but that of the bour-
geoisie The working class cannot
depend on Congress, Carter or
Meany to improve their lives The
working class knows that no subst-
antial change will come from leg-
islation, but will only come ab-
out when the working class has
control of state power [

IHAN

Last ironth m West Virginia,
Pennsylvania and I1llinois, wild-
cat strikes broke out involving
32,000 coal miners The issues
varied but included sick leave
and work assignments

In Greene and Fayette counties
Pa 9 mines were closed and 1000
miners were out protesting sys-
tems used in selecting mechanics
The coal industry asked the
courts to order an end to pick-
etting and production resumed

interest in

the international
The greatest

powers,
iness to interfere with
working of all countries
of the world Detente has

been used by these imperialist
powers to try and deceive the
worlds people into thinking
there really is an effort being

In Illinois, miners walked off
in protest of company plans to
discipline employees for extended
absenteeism 36 mines of 7 coal
companies were closed

A hearing was set and a settle-
rent made privately in the jud-
ges chambers The UMW was to
pay $20,000 m fines and the is-
sue was submitted to binding arbi-
tration

In West Virginia, miners from
Eastern Assoc Coal Co shut down
35 mines of 25 coal companies
They also were under court order
to return to work Issues were
job bidding and sick time require-
ments The company was requiring
doctors slips for miners who left
work and didn®"t look sick The
strike was settled when Eastern
agreed not to insist on doctors
slips and the UMW agreed not to
condctne the claiming of non-exist—
ant illness

Wildcats m recent years have
been more frequent and widespread
The industry reports "man-days"
to illegal strikes are up 53% this
year The reasons are clear
ing conditions are deteriorating,
plus,
bles, wracked with splits
leaders are concerned only with ga-
ining or maintaing control of the
union, not miners problems Miners
must and will continue to wildcat
m order to get their demands met,
but what is sorely needed in the
UMW is united,
ership of these increasingly mili-
tant struggles

it is their main bus-
the

made and that it is possible to

The world®"s people do not

They are forced

resolve this contention peace-
fully

talks about detente are going
on there is rapid arms build-
up going on
powers are building more and
technically improved weapons

All the time that these

Both of the super-

the cheap supplies of labor and to fight and die in imperialist "m order to be m a better
resources wars Once the profit is made bargaining position” There
Since the Second World War, and the world is re-divided can be no detente between two

the U S has had the upper
hand m the plunder of the
world, until the Soviet Union
degenerated into a capitalist
country Now the Soviets are
contending for the world power
The Soviet union is able to make
rapid headway m their imperi-
alist plans, because they are
able to make use of their soci-
alist cover, when they give
"aid" or troops or trade with
another country. The Soviets
are a rising imperialist power
The US on the other hand, has
been exposed as a imperialist
and thrown out of many countries
The US is on the decline as
an imperialist However, this
by no means implies that it is
not a force to be reckoned with,
by no means do the U S imperi-
alists intend to give up their
territory without a fight

Since World War 11, the world
has been divided up into "spheres
of influence” The division
combined with shrinking markets
makes the contention between
the two superpowers ever more
sharp In order for one country
to increase their sphere, an-

for the capitalists,
is the workers who suffer the
long lasting affect of war

not opposed to all wars
masses of people support the

world will oppose all

it again

In order to further prepare

the world sentiment for the
inevitable war,
launch campaigns against one an-
other
"human rights"™ has been most
actively directed against the
Soviet Union
democratzc rights zn the Soviet
Union is a gust struggle on

the part of the Soviet people
However,
in the Soviet masses
using this issue as a cover for
the imperialist contention
Breshnev also speaks about in-
jJjustice m
because he
lives of the American working
class

the superpowers

Carter®s carrpaing of

The struggle for

interest
He is

Carter has no

the U S
is interested

, but not
in the

The people of the world are
The

imperial-

imperialist powers
contending for world power,
and neither one can give up
without a bitter fight
is not a matter of choice for
these superpowers
of capitalism,
profit, dictate the contention,
the war and the rise and fall
of the capitalist powers
Neither Carter nor Breshnev
care one bit for the rights

of working class or oppressed
people
for the rights of the bourge-
oisie to expand their power
throughout the world,
means the further exploitation
of the very people they say
they have such great concern
for

Both are

This

The laws
the drive for

Their only concern is

which

HISTORIC MISSION OF THE
WORKING CLASS

This scheme of the bourge-

just struggles for national oisies”™ to use Jinny Carter
liberation as well as wars of will become increasingly ex-
revolution, but the working p?f?d Tge worklngdclgsE
ard oppressed people of the W'_ not be appease W't_
sticky, sweet words or mis-

led by Detente, while at the

same tine brutally exploited

other country must lose For Ist wars
a while this is done by under-
mining another®s influence, or DETENTE
by small skirmishes, but even-

tually this contention will re-
sult in war We have had a

glimpse of this struggle m us is jeopardizing detente and
Angola that he should stay out of their
countries internal affairs

The two superpowers are both
the mazn enemy of the people
of the world Any attempt to

Carter®"s '"Crusade" by saying the

Breshnev has responded to

Non-interference is a

correct stand of any country,
however, with the two super-

The working class of all
countries will rise up and
fulfill
as the gravedigger of capital-
ism and establish the rule of
» the working class

EXPOSE THE FRAUD OF
RIGHTS™

its historic mission

""HUMAN
AND DETENTE"

OPPOSE SUPERPOWER WAR

N~ A\ A= B ARl w

lost
Work-

the Uyw Is in a state of sham-
The mis-

class conscious lead-
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SUPPORT THE

D.C. PRESSMEN

The trial of 15 pressman frcm
the 196 strike against the Wash-
ington Post opens on April 18th
These 15 men are charged with
rioting, inciting to not, assult,
property damage and grand larceny
These charges are the result of
a Grand jury investigation of
damage done to the Post presses
on the first night of the strike

These fifteen men have been
singled out of over 100 men in-
volved m the strike struggle
that first night From the out-
set, the role of the Grand Jury
and this trial has been to
serve the Washington Post in
their struggle to break the
trade union militancy of the
pressman, and teach a lesson
to other pressmen around the
country, 1in order to crush
the union

The Washington Post is one
of the most important ruling
class newspapers in the U S ,
with wide international im-
portance It reports the "news"
of official Washington, while
the conditions of the poor white
and mostly Black masses of Wash-
ington D C are seldom mentioned

With the loss of jobs, some
pressman have been forced to
move m order to find work in a
dying industry A support canmit-
tee has been built in the D C
area and the pressmen are now
fighting to defeat the Grand
Jury indictments

The history of this strike and
the impending trial is a vivid
lesson of the collaboration be-
tween the large monopolies such
as the Post, the state apparatus
such as the courts and Grand
Jury, the labor aristocracy such
as the Guild reporters, and the
sellout tactics of the trade
union bureaucrats, who object-
ively serve the interests of
the Post and not the workers

STRIKE HISTORY

On September0O, 1975, the cont-
racts of 3 craft unions at the
Washington Post expired In the
early morning hours of October 1,
Local 6 of the Pressmens Union
(International Printing and Grap-
hic Communication,AFL-CI0) set
up picket lines outside the Post
Late that night, withover 100
men m the pressroom, some minor
damage was done to the presses

All the other craft unions
voted to honor the the picket
lines, but the Newspaper Cuild,
representing reporters, editors,
advertising and commercial emp-
loyees, did not A large minority
of Guild members did honor the
lines for a time

The Post had planned well for
the strike 1In 1973, the Post
sent non-union employees to a
scab training school, hired anti-
union hard liner Larry Wallace
as labor relations director and
began a systematic campaign of
harassing the pressmen and ignor-
ing their grievances They used
out of town facilities and cros-
sed trained managerial personnel
to print the paper two days after
the strike began Within a week,
the Post resumed production on
its own presses, while continuing
to claim that the pressmen had
destroyed millions of dollars
worth of pressroom equiptment
In December, the Post made its
final offer Wbrse than their
mital offer, this contract at-
tacked job and union security
and would have created a pool
of "floaters'" on 24 hour call
For these men, failure to accept
a shift could result m loss
of work for a week The pressmen
rejected this offer 249 to 5, and
the Post hired permanent replace-
ments

Meanwhile, the state was play-
ing out its role as the mstra-
ment of the capitalist class A
Grand Jury investigated the pres-
sroom damage for 9h months and
then indicted 15 pressmen Some
of the men face up to 40 years
in prison for defending their

The defendants lead the march,
October 2, 1976

right to job and union security

i, city after city, newspaper
owners have demanded that press-
room "manning" (the number of wo-
rkers assigned to each press unit)
be reduced To ensure that the
unions would be defeated m the
ensuing struggle, owners in Oak-
lahoma City, Portland, Miami, Los
Angeles, Dallas, Kanas City and
Washington D C have used the
same kind of strategy This plan
is supplied by the Southern Pro-
duction Program,Inc (SP P I ),
a training school for scabs in
Oaklahoma City, run by the lea-
ders of the "right to work™ move-
ment

When it was the Post®"s turn
try to break it"s most militant
union, management implemented
"Project X", a scheme to import
and tram strikebreakers and man-
agement personnel to takeover
union jobs during a strike

First, they enrolled m SPPI
and sent 55 non-union employees
to its school Then they hired
anti-union hardliner, Larry
Wallace to take care of labor
relations These men oversaw an
escalating campaign of deliber-
ately ignoring grievances and con-
tract provisions, allowing safety
conditions to deteriorate, sending
letters of reprimand to union
members for minor infractions and
using other harassment techniques
As contract time neared m the
summer of 1975, the Post made
sure the union knew that it had
the capacity to print without
union labor and then offered a
contract that included drastic
reductions m manning and stripped
away other hard-wan rights It
was clear that the Post meant
this contract negotiation to be
a major showdown

During the first month of the
strike, the Post Corporation
was able to make use of its
vast media pcwer to spread dis-
tortions about the strike, the
damage to the presses, the cont-
ract offers, the racism in local
6 and other lies The failure to
effectively combat these lies was
one of the major reasons for the
inital lack of support from the
community

to

LABOR ARISTOCRATS SCAB ON STRIKE

In addition to the vicious cam-
paign of slander against the Pres-
smen, the Newspaper Guild, rep-
resenting the interests of the
labor aristocracy was able to
damage and partially undermine
the strike

The Washington/Baltiroore area
Guild voted to respect the picket
lines However, the D C local
broke with the area Guild, and
failed to honor the strike When

The Struggle Against the
LABOR ARISTOCRACY

ARISTOCRATS IN THE UNITED
AUTO WORKERS

Organized within the UAW,
skilled workers, technicians,

alongside production workers, are the
office workers and clerks. Although

the skilled workers account for a snail per centage of the workforce

they have veto power over contracts. For example, at Chrysler,
are 94,000 production line workers and 14,500 skilled workers. Yet,
the skilled workers, representing only 14% of the workers have veto
power over the remaining 86% of the workers. This position of power
insures that the demands of these workers get met. What this leads
to is strike-breaking by these skilled workers, when their demands
are met, or prolonging strikes until their demands are met

It is noticeable in contract negotiations that there are the in-
evitable special adjustments made for the skilled workers. In the
last contract with Ford, the gains made in the case of the major
assembler and for a tool maker were,

Assembler Tool Maker

Current base hourly

rate plus COLA, fold-in 6.52 8.10
1st year increase .365 56
1st year base rate 6 885 8 66
2nd year increase 205 36
2nd year base rate 7 09 9 02
3rd year increase 215 27
3rd year base 7 305 9.29
Estimated COLA based on

6% inflation plus 5% 1.03 1.03
Float

Total 8.335 10 32

*Cost of Living Allowance

This contract increased, over a three year period,
ferential between the two groups, which was its stated intention
This is but one example, in this contract alone, that gave nothing
substantial to the vast majority of the workers, but took care of
the demands of the skilled sector.

In the main, it is from this skilled sector that the labor aris-
tocrats come The trade union bureaucrats are but a section of the
aristocrats Doug Frazer, a vice president and top negotiator, was
once the director of the Technical, Office and Professional Depart-
ment This flow from the skilled sector to the level of bureaucrat
insures that the special interests of this sector get looked after
These aristocrats of labor do not have the interests of the vast
majority of autoworkers in mind, rather they would sell these work-
ers down the river m exchange for benefits for their own self int-
erest

The autoworkers must expose these bureaucrats and kick them out
of the UAW, for they are the watch-dogs for the bourgeoisie Also,
rank and file autoworkers must fight against any special privileges
such as the special veto power With the bureaucrats m leadership,
as well as holding veto power over the rank and file, the working
class can go nobfoere It is our task to remove these traitors from

there

the wage dif-

all of our unions and re-establish the unions as arenas for struggle

PIVOT OF OUR TACTICS

IN the Labor Movement

the area Guild took disciplinary rested, while he was "busy" m

action, the labor bureaucrats Florida
of the International stepped
right in, ruling that the scabs MULTI-NATICNAL UNITY VITAL

m the local could not be fined
or disciplined This was a hard
blew to the strike, since the
gost could not continue to pub-
lish without the reporters

Out for the dollar and fame,
the Post reporters took the side
of management, not the pressmen
Their articles m the Post were
a powerful weapon in slandering
the strike These reporters rep-
resent the labor aristocracy m
the working class They are a
privileged stratum by virtue
of their high salaries, comfor-
table working conditions and pro-
fessional status

Such labor aristocrats, work
hand in hand with the trade union
bureaucrats, the monopolies and
the state They seek to undermine
the struggle of the working class
and must be thoroughly exposed
and isolated

As a reult of the lack of sup-
port from the labor bureaucrats,
m February 1976, the pressmen
mobilized to sieze the office
of George Meany m order to
demand support Maany, however,

One powerful lie spread by the
Post was that the Local 6 press-
men were racist Playing on the
fact that many locals in the Was-
hington D C area have failed to
defend the democratic rights of
the Black masses, the Post was
able to undermine initial atte-
mpts to forge multi-national
unity and support for the strike

Daily pickets m front of the
courthouse during the pre-trial
hearings

"SUPPORT THE PRESSPEN1
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ERA IN GEORGIA

"The ERA is a dead issue " This

is how Peter Banks, primary spon-
sor of the bill, sums up its sta-
tus in Georgia On January 12th,
the Georgia General Assembly re-
turned the SB 8 to the Civil
Sub-conmittee for "further study
The secretary for Senator Ovelby,
who heads this conmittee, said it
probably won"t be brought up again
until next year and that public
records of the proceedings won"t
be available until summer A nice,
efficient bureaucratic tactic to
deny women their democratic right*
We ask the state, what is
there to stud/ for so long on a
simple bill that was introduced to
Congress in 1923*

Georgia iIs no rare case, the
Southern legislators of Florida,
Alabama, Mississippi, North Caro-
lina, South Carolina, and Virginia
have refused to ratify the ERA
What does the bill mean for
Georgians9 Basically, it gives
the state 2 years to change sex-
ually discriminating laws One
such law is under Title 53, Sec-
tion 501 of the Georgia Code,
""the husband is the head of the
family and the wife is subject to
him " Another is the law that
considers the father the natural
guardian of the children unlessthe
wife is granted custody and guar-
dianship by a court

ANTI-ERA ARGUMENTS EXPOSED

The arguments opposing the bill
in Georgia are the usual ones
They are even more absurd than
these feudal-like laws One argu-
ment is that the ERA will weaken
the marriage, expressed by one" of
Atlanta®s ERA opponents, Mrs John
A Dunaways She says, ''young wo-
men who feel that they are discn-

makes women more likly to be in-
jured on the job9 Prove it, ERA

opponents™ Experience s”ows tnat
this argument is used, not to “pro-
tect the women™ but to further ex-
ploit them at work Women get paid
less for doing the same job under
the guise that they won"t have to
lift as much But somehow they end
up facing a heavy object with no
helpful Tarzan m sight to lift it
for them Women are kept out of
higher paying departments with the
same "'logic"

Another one is the old draft ar-
gument, that says if the bill is
passed, women will be drafted Con
gress has always had the pcwer to
draft women. Instead, we should be
questioning why the workers of this
country have to fight the imperial-
ist "s war Women have proven his-
torically that they can and will

fight It "s a matter of what they
will fight for, not whether they “re
able to

LEADERSHIP OF THE WORKING CLASS

Missing is the active leadership
of working women It"s not an
issue between men and women or
between legislators and wcmen

It"s a struggle between the cap-
italists, represented by their
state legislators, and thousands
of working women I working wo-
men are not in leadership of this
struggle it won"t get taken to its
limit, it will not be shown as
limited m nature, and it will not
be linked to the ultimate goal of
socialism It"s a fact that com-
plete equality for wcmen is im-
possible under capitalism This
is because women don"t have the
basic freedoms to fully participate
in production and benefit fran the
fruits of their labor Women are
domestic slaves responsible for

minated against get this belligerent”6 daily drudgery of dishes

feeling, and 1| have seen marriages
break up over this "™ Right Ms
Dunaways* It is ridiculous to say
that marriages break up because of
belligerent women, and not because
of the oppressive position that
working wcmen occupy m capitalism
Even more twisted is the argu-
ment that women will be subjected
to unsafe working conditions One
might ask, who right now, isn"t

laundry, and toilet training On
top of this women have to fight
sexual discrimination to get what
few jobs are to be had Only when
men and women are equal before the
law will a lot of women realize
that the real changes can happen
only with a socialist society

Only m socialist society will

women be guaranteed the right to
work and provided with the material

subject to dangerous conditions thaiprerequisites such as childcare,

the capitalists force on us at work job training,

in order to squeeze out maximum
profits9 Only bourgeois women,
thats who®" Any condition that"s
unsafe for a woman is unsafe for a
man What biological difference

m the Black community

While local 6 did begin to
bring Blacks into the apprentice-
ship program, m the late 1960°s,
the local remains predominately
white, as is the case with many
craft unions

One important lesson learned
by the pro °n is the importance
of mult clonal unity As a
Result, ”~ome pressmen have begun
to actively take up these quest
ions, participating in the strug-
gles of the Wilmington 10 and
Gary Tyler

RELY ON THE RANK AND FILE

Over the last few months,
pressmen have become increasingly
involved in mobilizing support m

the D C area for the struggle
The strike support conmittee
has enlisted the support of inc-
reasing numbers of local trade
unions, and is now reaching out
to community groups, churches and
other sources of support

The collaborationist policies
of the labor bureaucrats and
the labor aristocrats has been
sharply revealed Even within the
support conmittee, the importance
of genuine revolutionary leader-
ship iIs becoming dearer and
clearer

etc But during the
course of struggling for socialism,
the working class must fight hard
for all democratic rights because
they will increase the fighting ca-

What this strike and the year
and a half struggle that has re-
sulted has demonstrated is that
the monopolies, the labor bureau-
crats and the state work hand m
hand Jinny Carter, George Meany
and Katherine Graham are birds
of a feather

The bnly defense for the pres-
smen is to rely upon the conscio-
usness and organization of the
rank and file Genuine multinati-
onal unity among the workers m
the~D C area and around the cou-
ntry is absolutely essential
There can be no relying on the
Post, the International union
or the courts There is only one
thing they all understand, and
that is the organized struggle
of the working class, acting as
a class iIn its own interests

This lesson is being learned
by workers m strike after strike
across this country Whether
White, Black or Chicano, our
interests are the same They
will never be reconciled with the
interests of the state, the mon-
opolies and their labor lieuten-
ants such as George Meany

What is apparent m the pres-
smen strike and m all workers
struggles, is the need for gen-
uine revolutionary leadership of
the working class movement This

a ook revien

~

ALL

GOD S DANGERS

All God"s Dangers, The Life of
Nate Shaw is the story of a Black
Alabama sharecropper, told in his
own, vivid words Shaw"s story
spans the period of time from the
turn of the century to present day,
but most of the book deals with
the period before World War 11,
during the height of the sharecrop-
ping system Shaw reveals the day
to day oppression endured by the
sharecropper m the heart of the
Black Nation He also speaks, from
his cwn experience and participat-
ion, about building the Alabama
Sharecropper®s Union

The system of sharecropping
developed as a result of the
economic system of capitalism being
super-imposed on the economic sys-
tem of feudalism No longer able to
have slaves work the plantations,
the next most beneficial system
was that of sharecropping Crop-
pers had to pay one-third to one-
half of their crop as rent to the
landowner, and then were
forced to get advances for food,
supplies, food and seed either dir-
ectly from the landcwner, or from a
store owner working hand in glove
with the landowner

The amount of fertilizer that a
cropper used was limited by the
owner, so that the cropper was able
to harvest only enough to clear a
profit for the landowner, leaving
little or nothing for the cropper
and his family This forced hund-
reds of croppers further and fur-
ther into debt

Black farmers were systematical-
ly refused credit by banks,making
it virtually impossible for even a
successful cropper to buy land or
buy his own farming implements

At the end of the harvesting
season, the cropper was often for-
ced to let the plantation owner
sell his cotton, since cotton
buyers would give a better price
to the cwner As a result, share-
croppers were forced to accept the
accounting of the landlord, and
were systematically cheated of a
portion of the crop To question
the accounting of the landlord
led to the harshest reprisals, and
loss of any or all of a croppers
small material belongings

Nate Shaw describes all of these

practices in great detail, letting
facts condemn those landlords who
did, and still, exploit and oppress
Black and white sharecroppers

In order to resist the despotic
oppression of the sharecropping
system, Nate Shaw, along with many
other croppers, joined the Alabama

can only be provided by building
a real communist party, a party
that will give the spontaneous
struggle of the working class
organized, scientific leadership

The struggle to defend the
pressmen and learn the lessons
of this strike are part and par-
cel of the struggles of workers
all over this country

This is a struggle to drive
the traitors out of the trade
unions, and rebuild them into
real fighting organizations of

Sharecroppers Union m the early
1930"s This organization was bu-
ilt under the leadership of then
revolutionary Communist Party,
United States of America(CPUSA)

The Sharecroppers Union stood for
the unity of the Black and white
sharecroppers against the landlords
and the capitalists Nate Shaw took
an active role in the building and
defense of the union From his ex-
perience he saw the necessity of
Blacks and poor whites uniting
against the capitalist class
Nate says,

As

"One thing®"s for certain and one
things sure, color don"t boot
with the big white cats, they
only looking for money O, its
as plain as your hand The poor
white men and the poor blak man
is sitting in the same saddle
today— big dudes done branched
them off that way The control
of a man, the controllm® power
is m the hands of the rich man
And the rich man is all m fav-
or of the rich man That class
is standing together and the
poor white is out there on the
colored list- I"ve caught that,
ways and actions a heap of ti-
mes speak louder than words "
(Avon, 1974, p 512)

For his own resolute and brave
defense of the Sharecroppers Union,
and of the rights of Black and poor
white croppers, Nate Shaw spent ten
years m Alabama state prisons

Although the sharecropping sys-
tem has declined m use since Wor-
Id War 11, with the development of
agribusiness, the material basis
for the oppression of the Black
Nation, lack of control of the land
remains unchanged As the crisis of
capitalism increases, so also does
the oppression of the Black Nation
Resistance to this increased oppres-
sion and exploitation is reflected
m such movements as the Civil Rig-
hts movement and defense of Gary
Tyler, as well as the militant role
of Black workers in various workers
struggles The national oppression
so clearly depicted m All God"s
Dangers, can only be ended by the
overthrow of imperialist domination
of the Black Nation, and the seizure
of the land from the plantation
owners This can only be achieved
by the struggle of the multinational
proletariat for the right of self-
determination of the Black Nation,
up to and including secession,and
ultimately with the establisment
of socialism

the working class Only then can
the trade union, led by a gen-
uine communist party, really
represent the interest of the
‘working class, as a class

Only then can we really be in

a position to challenge the
Grahams, the Meany®"s and the
Grand Jury®s and put their crim-
inal rule over this country to an
end

SUPPORT THE INDICTED PRESSMEN*



This Joink Statement was ts-
a&ued at the 7th Party Congress
#%U‘the Party of Labor of Albania
ATt represents a historic advance
“in the struggle against modern

revisionism and the unity of the
workers and oppressed people of
the world The rise and devel-
opment of the Latin American

‘parties reflects the fact that
throughout the world the var-
20us Marxist-Leninist parties
are growing stronger, advancing
and leading the proletariat to-
ward final victory  In the
words of Comrade Enver Hoxha

at the 7th Party Congress, "The
existence of Marxist-Leninist
parties wn all the continents
and regions of the world shows
that conscious champions, de-
termned revolutionaries, who
fight with all their strength
for the great cause of communism,
have now risen wn defense of the
anterests of the world prole-
tariat, of the revolution and

" soctalism "  The people of the
U S have a long and warm re-
lationship with the people of
Latin Ameriea 1n our common
struggle against U S mperial-
18m, and recently against Soviet
socral-imperialism  Each step
in their struggle 1s a victory
for our common struggle

The MLOC declares its com-

plete international solidarity
wth the Marxist-Leninist parties
of all lands, and calls upon

the workers and progressive
people of the U S to lend sup-
port and solidarity to these
valiant fighters of the inter-
national working class

GLORY TO MARXISM-LFNINISM'

The delegations of the Central Commit-
tees of the Communist Party (Marxist Lenin-

ist) of Argentina the Communist Party of
the Communist

Bolivia (Marxist Leninist)

Party of Brazl the Communist Party
of Colombia (Marxist Leninist) _the Re
volutionary Communist Party of Chile

the Marxist Leniaist  Communist  Party
of Ecuador and the Revolutionary Com
munist Party of Uruguay which took
part in the 7th Congress of the Party of
Labour of Albania availed themselves of
the opportunity to organize a fraternal
meeting at which they exchanged opin
ions on the problems of common interest
The meeting was held in an atmosphere of
great internationalist brotherhood and
showed the high level of matunty of the
bonds which unite the Marxist Leninist par-
ties of Latin America based on Marxism
Leninism and strengthened through wide-
ranging exchanges of opinions in bilat-
eral regional and multi lateral meetings
held in the past As a result of this meeting
the Marxist Leninist parties named above
decided to publish this joint Declaration
which 1s a synthesis of the points of view
expressed

1) The delegations participating in the
meeting unanimously expressed their satis
faction at having taken part in the 7th Con
gress of the Party of Labour of Albania

which they consider of great significance
for the world revolutionary Marxist Leninist

communist movement The Albanian com
munists brothers of the same ideal with
the communists of all countries
world have raised high the banner of pro
letarian  internationalism  and
defence of Marxism Leninism
cible weapon of the working
struggle for liberation
construction of socialism

2) The delegations of the Marxist Lenin
ist parties of Latin America were united in
the opinion that this meeting s taking
place in a situation which 1n general 1s in
favour of the peoples and their revolu
tionary struggles

The two imperialist superpowers the
United States of America and the Soviet
Union which in their uncurbed rivalry are
hatching up new plots every day against
the independence of the nations and active
ly preparing a new world war are the
main enemies of the peoples For their part
the peoples everywhere are mobilizing
themselves to defend their vital interests
and to fight for their national and social
emancipation The peoples are ever better
understanding the policy for world domi
nation which the two superpowers practise
and are striking repeated and powerful
blows at them The progressive forces are
trying to forge a broad world front that
will unite all those who ettectively oppose
the hegemonism of the two superpowers and
their preparations for war The liberauon
struggle must be directed against both
imperialist superpowers Although it 1s true
that the main enemy differs in different
areas of the world it would be a grave
error in these circumstances to disregard
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the threat represented by the other super
power to link up with one of them to com
bat the other Among the peoples the
correct idea I1s maturing that in face of
the war threats of the two superpowers,
the revolutionary class struggle must be
raised to an even higher level to oppose
the outbreak of the war, to weaken the
base of the aggressive forces or to turn
the unjust inter impenaliut war into a Just
liberation war Socialist China and Alba-
nia are powerful bastions of the world
revolution They are sound and reliable
bases for the proletariat and the oppres
sed peoples The unity of the revolutionary
forces of the whole world with the true
socialist countries I1s a prerequisite for the
trnumph of the struggle for national inde-
pendence people s democracy and social
ism The strengthening of the dictatorship
of the proletariat in China and Albania
and the consistent support which these
countries give the world revolutionary move
ment are an internationalist contribution
carrying on the finest traditions of the
period of the lifetime of Lenin and Stalin
3) In the exchange of information the
delegations of the Marxist-Leninist parties
of Latin America observed once again
that the great majority of the peoples of
our continent are living under military
fascist dictatorial regimes Political terror
1sm and suppression of liberties are appar
ent in almost all the countries of Latin
America Assassination of revolutionaries
and torture of patriots and democrats
constitute the method most used by the
repressive forces in their efforts to strangle
the aspirations of the peoples of Latin
America for freedom These regimes serve
imperialist capital which brutally exploits
the working people and plunders the
wealth of nations The trusts
polies as well as the ruling class csrcles
linked with them utilize these military re |
aimes to savagely exploit our peoples cnd
countries to extract exorbitant profits from}
them at a time when the living conditions
of the broad masses of the people ar

getting worse day by day The victories off

the working class are being lquidated
and in  many countries its organi-
zations are under police control o
are run by agents of the employers
Relying on the reactionary oligarchy and
in particular the armed forces of our coun
tries US imperialism is the promoter and

supporter of anti national and anti popular:
tyrannical regimes The Yankees consider:

Latin America as their support base and
an area under their domination they make
huge investments there from which they
draw fat profits, they exploit our natural
assets

tusses and exert a decisive influence on the

armed forces This imperialism 1s the maini

enemy of the peoples of the continent Ou
parties are convinced that the Latin Ame-
rican nations cannot be liberated withou
attacking and defeating this
which s particularly rapacious and aggres
sive on our continent and without simul
taneously liquidating thesinternal reactio
nary forces on which it bases itself

4) The delegations of the Marxist Lenin
st parties also considered that Russian
social imperialism 1s carrying on intensive
activities aimed at capturing economic
political and strategic
part of the world It offers Latin America

countries 1ts so called aid to camouflages

its aims of hegemony and plunder Just
like US imperialism the social imperialists
are aiming more and more at gaining the
support of the reactionary armed forces o
the continent In order to create the con

ditions to take part in the exploitation of

our peoples This can be seen in Argentina

Ecuador Peru, Uruguay and other coun{:

tries The aim of the Russian social impe
rialists 1s not to help the liberation of the
peoples of Latin America What they reall
want i1s to take part in the exploitation o
the resources and expand their sphere o
influence in our continent Their anti im
perialist demagogy is simply a smoke
screen to hide their plans of dominatio
and exploitation Their pretentions are 1
opposition to the interests of the United
States of America which cannot make
them the slightest concession, and uses
every means even including violence |
its efforts to preserve its hegemonic posi
tions in Latin America

On the other hand in their struggle
against Yankee imperialism the Lati
American peoples will not permit social
imperialism to sabotage their struggle fo
national liberation and to take the place
of its rival the United States of America

5) The delegations present at the meet
ing stressed the high fighting spint and
the desire of the Latin American people
to struggle Despite the heavy blows the
have suffered through the establishment

and mono _

they interfere brazenly in internalf
policy they control the repressive appara &

imperialism &

positions n this®

of pro Yankee dictatorships they have not
submitted to their oppressors and are
resisting them heroically The desire for
freedom national independence and the
liberating revolution 1s growing everywhere
OQur peoples hate US imperialisra and the
reactionary and fascist regimes 1t props up
They also hate the military traitor cliques
which have usurped power in various coun
tries and have turned into stooges of
foreign capital and gendarmes to oppress
the broad masses of the people By launch
ing various forms of struggle ranging
from simple protests and strikes to armed
struggle they are giving reaction no respite
and are displaying great courage and
heroism in militant actions The working
class the peasantry and the students are
the most active forces of the people’s resis
tance The Marmst-Leninist parties are
turning into leading forces of the people s
national democratic and revolutionary
movement They are pointing to the road
of revolution of the armed struggle of the
masses of the people and the broad unity
of progressive forces and trends, as the
only road which can lead the peoples to
their true liberation The struggle for nation
al independence and against the two
superpowers calls for the unity of all forces
that can be united But only the proletarniat
and the Marxist-Leninist parties are capa
ble of leading this struggle consistently
to victory There i1s no doubt that, despite
the great difficulties to be overcome, our
peoples will triumph! The future belongs
to them

6) The delegations taking part in the
meeting also drew attention to the harmful
undermining and  counter revolutionary
activity of the so called «communist» revi
sionist parties of Latin America They are
stnvmg everywhere to curb the struggle of

the masses to deceive the working people
and to serve their social-imperialist mas-
ters Under the pretext that the energetic
actions of the masses irritate the mihitary
and provoke increased reprisals they
undertake the dirty task of quelling the
protest and containing the people’s strug-
gles thus supporting the anti-national and
anti-democratic measures which are taken
systematically by the reactionary govern-
ment officials for the super-exploitation of
the people In many countries they have
connections with the dictatorships, which
give them the rnight to carry on political
activity a nght which 1s denied the work-
ing masses and the people and they issue
slogans against the US monopolies to
deceive the people and to conceal therr
real stand Their phoney struggle against
imperialism 1s not intended to achieve
genuine national liberation and independ-
ence Their real aim i1s to open the way
to Soviet domination Today rather than
lackeys of the bourgeoisie the revisronist
parties of Latin America are more agents
of Russian social imperialism its  fifth
column in the patriotic and people s move-
ment The conference held in Havana in
May 1975 in which all the revisionist par-
ties of the continent took part was a real
conspiracy to betray our peoples The revi-
sionists have their guns trained on the
Marxist Leninists the revolutionaries so
cialist China and Albania But there s
no future for them They are in decay
throughout Latin America with their forces
falling away their followers dwindling, and
their policy meeting one defeat after an
other as in Chile here their so called
«peaceful road» was proved a farce The re-
visionists will undoubtedly be defeated by
the Latm Amer:ccn peoples’ and revolu-

HISTORY OF TH

Chapter 3 of the HISTORY OF THE
COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE SOVIET
UNION (BOLSHEVIKS), teaches us
the lessons that the Bolsheviks
and the Russian working class
learned 1n the course of the
rise and defeat of the revol-
ution of 1905 From this chap-
ter we learn the necessity to
grasp the objective conditions
in order to determine the partys
strategy and tactics From the
experience of the Bolsheviks,
we can learn what effect a
disunited party has on the re-
volutionary movement Also,
1t can be learned from this
chapter about the relation-
ship between democratic rights
and soclalist revolution

RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR AND THE 1ST
RUSSTAN REVOLUTION

At this time, Russia and
Japan were both imperialist
powers, contending for control
of Manchuria When the war began
Russia was poorly prepared The
condition of the Russian work-
1ng class was becoming increas-—
ingly unbearable The war incr-
eased the oppression of the
working class but also weakened
the strength of the Tsar

However, as the oppression
increased so did the resistance
The level of militancy was
growing rapidly, mass general
strikes spread throughout the
country These strikes linked
the economic and political
struggles Many of the strikes
were comblned with armed actions
Along with the workers, the pea-
santry and the military began
to resist The rebellion on the
Potemkin was very significant,
because 1t showed the possible
unity between the military and
the working class The sttuation

was ripe for revolution

However, 1t was not just the
revolutionary forces that real-
1zed this The Tsar set uo an
agent provacator, Gapon, to lead
the masses to slaughter at the
Winter Palace Gapon wanted the
workers to petition rights from
the Tsar The Bolsheviks, real-
1zing the strong hold that this
agent had on the workers, did
not stand aside The Bolsheviks
went to the meetings to explain
Gapon's treachery Failing, they
also went to the march Bloody
Sunday became a powerful lesson
to the working class about both
the role of agent provacators
and also for the necessity of
armed struggle

TWO TACTICS

The liberal bourgeoisie
also was at work They knew
things could not go on as before,
some concessions had to be made
1f they were going to have con-
trol They proposed a State Duma,
a "representative body", but
with no legislative powers
Whether or not to participate in
this body and how the Social
Democrats should relate to the
liberal bourgeoisie led to a
further split between the Men-
sheviks and the Bolsheviks

The Bolsheviks, recognizing
the need for united tactics
at this time called a Party
Congress The Mensheviks re-
fused to participate and held
their own Discussing basically
the same questions, these two
congresses came out with two
very different sets of tactics

The Bolsheviks had decided
that the Duma should be boy-
cotted, since the strength of
the working class was great
and participation in the Duma
would only divert the revolution
from 1ts course The Bolsheviks,
based on their analysis of the
class forces, knew that the prol-
etariat was the only truly rev--
olutionary class and therefore
would see the revolution through
to 1ts end They also concluded
that the proletariat would find
1ts ally in the peasantry The



IE DELEGATIONS OF THE

1ES OF LATIN AMERICA

tionary forces led by the Marxist Leninist
parties The banner of Marxism Leninism
has always emerged triumphant from the
class battles against opportunism against
the agents of the bourgeoisie in the com-
munist and workers movement

7) The important question of solidari-
ty and mutual aid was also discussed at
the meeting In the conditions in which the
people’s revolutionary movement of Latin
America is operating under savage repres
sion, there is an imperative need to develop
international solidarity in order to mobi-
lize public opinion in support of the strug-
gle of the peoples against the dictator-
ships the reactionary forces, and US impe-
nalism It was emphasized that the revo-
lutionary armed struggle as the highest
form of the people’s struggle 1s developing
in various countries, in particular in Colo
mbia where the People s Liberation Army
(EPL) the military orgamization of the
Communist Party of Colombia (Marxist-
Leninist) resolutely supported by our par-
ties has been carrying on the fight for
more than 8 years

The international solidarity with the
victims of reaction helps to strike a blow
at the common enemies of the peoples
The denunciation of the use of torture
and the assassination of patriots and
democrats as well as the protests against
the repressive actions against the people’s
movement contribute to the isolation of
reactionaries to the exposure of their
policy and in certain cases they may stay
the hand of the hangmen and save the lives
of revolutionaries and patriots The dele
gations were in agreement about the need
to coordinate the various movements of
solidanty giving them the broadest possi
ble extension n order to include the

Bolsheviks knew that the only
way the revolution would win was
vf 1 ) 1t was headed by the pro-
letariat, 2 )allied with t he pea-
santry 3 ) lead by the Party 4 )
18olated the liberal bourgeoisie

The Mensheviks on the other
hand said that because 1t was a
bourgeois democratic revolution
1t should be headed by the liberal
bourgeoisie The Social Democrats
should step aside so that they
did not alienate the liberal bou-
rgeoisie They also concluded
that the working class should
exert influence on the Duma from
without

Ienin summed these two tac-
tics up in TWO TACTICS OF SOC-
TAL, DEMOCRACY

Time was ripe Soviets were
being set up, the people were
on the verge of insurrection,
and the revolution began However
1t was brutally suppressed Reac-

progressive organizations and personal
ties of the various countries At the present
moment the demand for the immediate
release of comrade Mario Echenique Politi
cal Secretary of the Revolutionary Com-
munist Party of Uruguay, arrested in Bue-
nos Aires of Argentina the patriotic heroine
Margarita Baez brutally tortured in Asun-
cion; Paraguay the veteran Brazilian pro-
letarian militant Jose Duarte imprisoned
since 1972 the miners leaders of Bolivia
both those imprisoned in their own coun
try and those interned in Chile the thou
sands of revolutionaries and democrats
jailed in Chile, Argentina and other coun-
tries of the continent assumes importance

8) The delegations present at this meet
ing honoured the memory and expres
sed their deep sorrow at the death of
comrade Mao Tsetung the Chairman of
the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China the undisputed leader of
the Chinese people the great Marxist
Leninist and teacher of the proletariat
and all the oppressed peoples of the
world Under the wise leadership of com-
rade Mao Tsetung and the Communist Party

of Ching, the Chinesz proletariat and
people forged ahead in their revolutronary

struggle, seized power, and established
socialism in China Thus the formerly back-
ward and dependent China has been
transformed into a modern socialist coun
try a reliable support base for the world
revolution Likewise under the leadership
of comrade Mao Tsetung the important
problem of continuing the class struggle
under the dictatorship of the proletanat
and preventing the restoration of capital
ism in China has been solved correctly
Comrade Mao Tsetung resolutely upheld
the banner of Marxism Leninism and
launched the

.

STRATEGY AND TACTICS

-

First,1s that the question of
strategy and tacties 1s not an
abstract one Rather, the objec-
tive conditions determine them
It was not an arbitrary decision
that the Bolsheviks boycotted
the Duma one time and then later
participated in it Rather, it
was their grasp of the objective
situation in Russia at the time,
knowing the strength of both the
working class as well as the Tsar
It was their understanding of the
class forces and their respective
relations to production that det-
ermined the Bolsheviks stand on
which class was the leading force
who were the allies and the ene-
mies

Today, from our understanding
of the relation of class forces,
we must conclude that the prolet-
ariat 1s still the only consist-

sionism thus making a decisive contn
bution to the reconstruction of the inter
national Marxist Leninist communist move-
ment His example as a revolutionary
fighter and his 1deas, which have devel
oped Marxism Leninism will remain inde-
lible in the hearts and minds of the peoples
and communists of the whole world

9) The delegations of the Marxist-Le-
ninist parties of Latin America hailed the
successful results achieved by the 7th
Congress of the Party of Labour of Alba-
nia The report presented by the great and
tested Marxist Leninist  the outstanding
leader of the Albanian people and of all
the peoples of the world
Enver Hoxha s a very valuable contr
bution to the elucidation of the important
and decisive problems of the present situ
ation that are concerning the revolution
anes of all the continents [t broadens
the: perspective of the struggle of the ex-
ploited and oppressed and sets the flame
of confidence in the triumph of their cause
ablaze in their hearts The fiery appeal
it makes for the strengthening of the unity
of the international Marxist-Leninist move-
ment aroused lively
delegations We are sure that comrade
Enver Hoxha s contribution will be greatly
appreciated by our parties and will be-
come a source of lessons for the consoli-
dation of their revolutionary activity The
great successes achieved by socialist Alba
nia show how powerful the i1deas of Marx-
ism Leninism are and what a party based
on these ideas 1s capable of doing The
example of the Party of Labour of Albania
inspires all the fighters of revolution to drive
ahead overcoming all difficulties under
the banner of the struggle for democracy
national independence and socialism The
proletarian

pter 3

"All this showed that one had
to know not only how tc advan-
ce resolutely, to advance 1in
the front ranks, when the rev-
olution was 1n the ascendant,
but how to retreat properly,
to be the last to retreat,
when the revolution was no
longer in the ascendant, chan-
ging one's tactics as the sit-
uation changed, to retreat not
1in disorder,but in an organized
way, calmly and without panic,
utilizing every minute opport-
unity to withdraw the cadre
from the enemy fire, to reform
one's ranks, to muster one's
forces and to prepare for a
new offensive against the en-
emy " (HCPSU(B), 1939 edition,
p 89

comrade

~

(Issued as a pamphlet from the
Party of Labor of Albania, a-
varlable from the MLOC, 25¢ )

revolutionary the outstanding Marxist Le
ninist comrade Enver Hoxha fills us with
joy and enthusiasm His confidence in the
future his theoretical profundity and his
pohtical clarity make him one of the great
est revolutionary of our time

10) In concluding this fraternal meeting
the delegations of the Marxist Leninist
parties of Latin America expressed their
unshaken confidence in the complete vic-
tory of Marxism Leninism over modern
revisionism in the triumph of the working
class, and the revolutionary pepoles over
imperialism social-imperialism, and world
reaction From this meeting we emerged
stronger in our fraternal ties and loyalty
to the noble ideals of proletarian inter-
nationalism even more convinced of the
need to work for the unity of the communist
and workers movement based on the
principles of Marxism Leninism Our par-
ties will muster all their energies to achieve
this objective in close unity with the Com-
munist Party of China the Party of Labour

interest among the |

of Albania and the international Marxist-
Leninist communist movement

(Marxist-Leninist) of Argentina

The Delegation of the Communist Party of

Bolivia (Marxist-Leninist)

The Delegation of the Communist Party of

Brazil

The Delegation of the Communist Party of

Colombia (Marxist Leninist)

The Delegation of the Revolutionary Com-
munist Party of Chile

The Delegation of
Communist Party of Ecuador

The Delegation of the Revolutionary Com-
munist Party o qugQ

over, like Workers Viewpoint Org-

anization(WVO) in their left form, |

refuse to touch any democratic
right because they are all
"bourgeois plots", or the CPUSA,

who limits their struggle

to "democracy" and never raises
the dictatorship of the proletar-
1at -

The party must always stand

with the working class in all
of 1ts struggles, linking the

day to day to the overall str—
uggle fqr socialism It must
also actively fight for the
proletariat to be the leading
force i1n all struggles

A UNITED PARTY

From this chapter we learn of
the need for a unified varty The

_ ‘tParty 1s the leading organization
Sy Of the proletariat If the "gen-

The Delegation of the Communist Party

the Marxist-Leninist

ently revolutionary force and
that 1ts allies are the oppressed
nations and national minorities
Today, our struggle faces the
modern day Mensheviks, who would
deny the role of the proletariat
as well as the role of its allies
The social democratic groups,
like New American Movement (NAM)
deny not only the leading role
of the proletariat but also the
vanguard party The Revolution-
ary Communist Party (RCP) denies
the proletariat i1ts allies, the
oppressed nations, by liquidat-
ing the struggle of the oppressed
nation in the Black Belt They
try to blur everything into a
"class" question, which makes
them often side with the react-
1onary forces This was seen 1n
their opposition to equality in
education, like in Boston The
Communist Party U S A denies
the historic role of the work-
ng class, the allies as well

tion set in There were several
reasons for the failure of the
revolution There was not a
stable alliance between the pea-
santry and the proletariat The
action of the workers was not
concerted enough due to the mis-
leadership of the Mensheviks
The army was not yet a revolut-—
1onary force Peace was concl-
uded with Japan There was in-
sufficient unity within the party
And outside aid was given to the
Tsar

During the period of reaction
the Tsar set up several more
Dumas, hoping to divert the rev-
olutionary struggle of the class
During this period the Bolshev-
1ks decided to participate 1in
them The proletariat was no
longer in the same position of
power, and participation would
afford opportunities to carry
out agitation and propaganda

The revolution had been de-

(\Wheral staff" of the revolutionary
movement does not have unified
tactics the effect 1s deadly
Today the working class stands
without 1ts general staff, the
party and the effects are appar—
ant The spontaneous workers
movement 1s growing rapidly yet,
‘1t 1s without the guidance that
1s capable of linking all the
struggles of the working class
together into a mighty force

The Bolsheviks, through their
experience as summed up 1n the
HCPSU(B) have taught us that
the victory of the working
class over capitalism is im-
possible until there 1s only
one center, one party

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

The 2nd main lesson that we
draw from this chapter 1s how we
take up the struggle for democratic
rights as a part of the struggle
for socialism It 1is through the
fight for democratic rights that
the working class learns that the
solution to problems lies not with
reforming capitalism but rather
with 1ts overthrow The fight for
genuine democratic rights must
be linked to the struggle for
socialism, otherwise the "rights"
become an end i1n and of them-
selves Just as the Bolsheviks
did not hand over the Democratic
Revolution to the liberal bour-
geoisie, we must not hand over
the struggle for democratic
rights to the bourgeoisie or the
petty bourgeoisie As 1t stands

feated temporarily, but many
lessons were learned Many
such lessons still apply today

as the role of the party with
their "anti-monopoly coalition"
Not only did the Bolsheviks
understanding of the objective
conditions allow them to make
a correct assessment of the
class forces but also on the
question of advance and retreat

now many of these struggles

are lead by forces other than
the proletariat, like the ERA

or for equal education The
proletariat must take the lead
1n them, i1n order to see them
through to the end, socialist
revolution There are the mod-
ern day Mensheviks, who would
just as soon hand these struggles




VICTORY
FOR AZANIA!

The white settler regime of
South Africa has turned the
rightful homeland of the Azan-
lan people into a brutal penal
colony In spite of the tremen-
dous wealth of the country,
blacks have an mcctne of only
$30 per month  The miners
have a life expectancy of less
than 40 years In the hovels
of Soweto 400 our of 1000 in-
fants die before reaching the
first year of age Pass laws,
laws against meeting, against
owning land are all pervasive
for the 21% million blacks
Any violation of these laws can
lead to 6 month servitude on
the potato farms of the Trans-
vall The one meal a day is
half-cooked com In the black
ghettos, tense police hover
around like SWAT teams, killing
and maiming thousands

But black Azanians have in
the past and are continuing to
resist Students have protest-
ed by the thousands Workers
have gone out on strike, all of
which are illegal The upsurge
is growing

Faced by the rapidly de-
veloping national liberation
struggle waged by the Azanian
people, the white settler re-
gime of South Africa has found

itselfT increasingly isolated by
the hatred and disgust of the
world"s peoples

With the regime®s downfall
only a natter of time, U S

imperialism and Soviet social-
imperialism (socialism in
words, imperialism in deeds)
have tried to make it appear
that they are on the side of
the Azanian people

What these self-servvng
vmpervalvst cover-ups attempt
to smother vs that the struggle
of the Azaman people vs not
fundamentally a struggle a-
gavnst aparthevd That strug-
gle vs only part of a much
broader revolutvonary struggle
by the Azaman people for the
rvght of self-determvnatvon

It is the struggle for self-
determination, and the struggle
for the land and its wealth
that strikes a deadly blow at
the settler regime and the in-
terests of the two superpowers

STRUGGLE FOR THE LAND
The Dutch East Cape Settle-

ment began m April of 1652
Its task was to provide its

corporate owners with foodstuffs,

especially cattle, for the fort
and the ships sailing around
the Cape To wrest the land
away from its rightful owners,
the Dutch settlers or Boers,
had to put down fierce wars of
resistance that lasted for cen-
turies

BRITSH IMPERIALISM

The colonial masters, the
Boers, were themselves bound
economically to the markets of
British imperialism With the
Boer War of 1899-1902 and the

foundation of the Union of South

Africa m 1910, the British
brought their political control
in line with the economic re-
alities What they did not
touch was the Boer 'native
policy"” that deprived the
Azanian people of their rights
and land The Native Land Act
of 1313 prohibited Africans
from holding or acquiring land
outside a mostly desolate 7% of
the country This, m turn,
forced the people into the
largely British owned mines and

developing factories at the most
degrading wages as well as into
peonage to the Boer farmers

True economic power has continued

to rest with the British, and
more recently with the U S
imperialists As the Boer
settlers gained increasing poli-
tical power they have used it

to pass ever more restrictive
and fascist measures that serve
both their needs and their
British and U S economic
masters

PASS LAWS AND BANTUSTANS

The world®"s peoples have right-

fully condemned in total natred

and disgust the current Pass Laws

of the South Africa regime As
a result of the laws, husband
and wife are separated because
they cannot obtain permits to
live in the same area
allow 14 days to take a job or
face deportment to a "bantu-
stan"" or native land area that
you may never have seen
According to the fascist lies
of the regime, only 13% of the
land of Azania belongs to the
Azanian people It is on the

bantustans, says the regime, that

the Azanians must exercise their
rights of self-determination and
independence In effect, this
means that the people are to

act as their own wardens im-
prisoned on the barren soil of
the bantustans or inevitably be
driven to work in the bourge-

The laws

police station Without provo-
cation, the police opened fire,
leaving 69 dead and over 200
injured Massacres also oc-
curred m three other cities
spread throughout the country
Tens of thousands of Azanians
marched m angry protest a-
gainst the regime®s brutal re-
sponse to the explicitly non-
violent action PAC, as it

was being forced underground
made it clear by its words and
its deeds that positive action
required more than non-violence
The regime was forced to call a
state of emergency Sharpville
became the new watershed of the
revolutionary struggles of the
Azanian people

"The greatest svgnvfvcance
of the campavgn whvch led to
the Sharpvvlle shootvngs Ilves

vn the fact that vt proved that

that the South Afrvcan Apar-
thevd regvme, Ivke all oppres-
vve regvmes vs a paper tvger

\ Further vt shows vt vs the

human element and not sophvs-
tvcated weapons alone, whvch
wvll be the deavsvve factor

vn the vesolutvon of the strug

struggle between the Afrvcan
Magorvty and thevr whvte

mvnorvty oppressors”
(David M Sibeko, Director of

Foneng Affairs, PAC, UN Centre

Centre Against Apartheid,
March, 1976 )

MASSIVE RESISTANCE

After a decade m which
over 10,000 were arrested and
hundreds were executed, the
regime m 1972 still found it-
self confronted by a massive
resistance from the Azanian
people The South African
Students Organization denounced
their inferior education Ex-
pelled, they led student
strikes in which thousands par-
ticipated At the beginning
of the following year, 55,000
dock workers m Durban were
out on strike for five weeks
More recently, it has been the
students who are again m the
forefront of the open resis-
tance On June 16, 1976,
10,000 students protested m
Soweto, against the mandatory
use of Afncaans, the language
of the hated oppressor In
September they took the demon-
strations outside the Soweto
concentration camp into down-
town Johannesburg This winter,
they refused to take the re-
gime®"s examinations But its
not the exams, it is not even
the language The issue is
not race It is the whole
system that is being brought
down This has been put for-

oisie"s prisons, the mines, factoriesward especially clearly by PAC

and farms To struggle agavnst
the pass laws,
evvtably a struggle for tne
rvght to land and self-determv-
natvon Both oppressor and op-
pressed understand that well

SHARPEVILLE

The Azanian people have a
proud record of resistance
Like the slave revolts m the
U S , the oppressors have at-
tempted not only to crush re-
sistance but the people’s
knowledge about it Both the
resistance and the world®"s
knowledge of it broke
through in a fundamental way
in March 1960 with the Sharp-
ville Protests and Massacre

Under the slogan of the
Positive Action Campaign
Against the Pass Laws, the
Pan Africanist Congress (PAC)
called for all Black men to
leave the hated pass books at
home, go to the local police
stations, and demand to be
arrested for violation of the
pass laws Responding to the

national call, on March 21, 1960,
over 10,000 women, men and chil-

dren marche d to the Sharpville

therefore, vs vn-

"We do not regard the
struggle against white
domination and local and
foreign exploitation as

a race struggle It vs
equally a struggle for
polvtvcal power and self-
determvnatvon *

(PAC, AZANIA NEWS, Vol 10

Body of Soweto student kill-
ed by South African police

To set the property relations
on a historical basis can only
mean to return the land and the
wealdf to the Azanian people

US. AND USSR

As the liberation of the Azanian
peoples approaches, it cannot
help but call forth efforts by
both of the two superpowers to
suppress it and turn it to their
own ends UsS imperialists a-
long with the British already
control over 80% of the country®s
wealth Although it has been
more hidden until recently, the
US SR has been directly m-
vblved for quite some time
The US SR as one of the
worlds major gold producers has
manipulated the international
gold market first with and then
against the South African regime
to best suit its own imperial-
ist interests Politically, it
manipulates the corrupt South
African Communist Party And it
has played a major role in get
ting the African National Congress
(ANC) to step down its meager re-
sistance to the regime Now that
it is apparent that the days of
the regime are numbered, it has
pushed ANC forward as the only
liberation force It vs attempt-
vng thereby to set the people at
war wvth each other just as vt
dvd vn Angola

The prize is not only the
great wealth of Azania, but
strategic control of the oil
super tanker traffic from the
Middle East to Europe and the
US itself Russian arms and
Cuban personnel increasingly form
a belt around southern Africa
with Azania as the much sought
after buckle

To block the US SR, the
U S has started its own build-
up in the Indian Ocean A key
station is the island of Diego
Garcia that the U S plans to
use as an unsinkable aircraft
carrier Yet both superpowers

proclaim their desire to make
the Indian Ocean a 'zone of
peace" Clearly it and all of
southern Africa are a prime
point of contention for war

OUR TASKS

What we are seeing today m Africa
is the last tunes of colonial
domination, and the intensifying
efforts by the two superpowers to
develop neo-colonial rule of the
emerging African nations, as
Soviet social-imperialism has
managed, with Cuban mercenaries,
in Angola

It vs the vntematvonalvst
duty of the US workvng class to
actvvely support the struggle for
self determvnatvon of the
Azaman people, and the entvre
people of Afrvca

The flames of struggle vn the
last several years have Ilvghted
the up the Afrvcan sky Vvatory
vs certavn

AZANTA WILL WIN*

GREETINGS TO PAC CN THEIR
18th ANNIVERSARY*®



"Let our entire Party and people
closely join their efforts,
build a peaceful, reunified,
independent, democratic and
prosperous Vietnam, and make
a worthy contribution to the
world revolution "™ (Ho Chi Minh)

April 30 marks the second an-
niversary of the liberation of
Vietnam Led by their vanguard
party, under the leadership of
President Ho Chi Minh and First-
Secretary Le Duan, the Vietnam-
ese have delivered a crushing
defeat to imperialism after 30
years of struggle First against
the French, them against the U S
and its puppet comprador agents,
Diem, Theiu, etc

U S imperialism had thousands
of troops and used the most mod-
em lethal weapons in Vietnam
This brought enormous suffering
and hardship to the Vietnamese,
both North and South Yet the
course of the war proved that
the people, and not the weapons,
are the main factor tn deciding
the outcome of the war The
history of the Vietnamese nat-
ional liberation struggle has
shown, as Comrade Mao Tsetung
pointed out, that

"A weak nation can defeat a
strong, a small nation can
defeat a big The people of

a small nation can certainly

defeat aggression by a big

country, if only they dare
to rise in struggle, dare

take up arms and grasp m

their own hands the destiny

of their country This is
the law of history "

to

The victory of the national
liberation movement m Vietnam
has further whittled down the *
imperialist market, intensifying
the conpetion between the two
superpowers, U S imperialism and
Soviet social imperialism This
victory and the victories m
Cambodia and Laos have weakened
the imperialist system as a whole
and eliminated the richest area
of Asia from U S imperialism
U S imperialism is clearly on
the decline

THE PARTY

It is not the people alone who
have waged the struggle against
U S imperialism It is the peo-
ple with the leadership of the
Communist Party of Vietnam(pre-
viously called the Vietnam Work-
er"s Party, changed at its fourth
party congress, held on Dec ,
1976) who have won this victory
Ho Chi Minh, the great and belov-
ed leader of the Vietnamese peo-
ple, compared the Communist Party
of Vietnam to a generator and the
affairs of the resistance and na-
tional construction to electric
lights, the more powerful the
generator, the brighter the lig-
hts

This is an important lesson
to learn from the victories in
Indochina The victories of the
Vietnamese people? the formation
of the Viet Minh in 1941, the
founding of the Democratic Rep-
ublic of Vietnam in 1945, the
victory at Diam Bien Phu in 1954,
the founding of the National
Liberation Front in 1950, the Tet
offensive in 1968, the Paris
Peace Accords in 1973, the lib-
eration of Vietnam on April 30,
1975, and the reunification of
the country m July 1976 as well
as the present period of social-

Victory an Qren 3ien Phu, 1954

VIETNAM

NEW STRUGGLES

ist construction
Marxism-Leninism, applied to the
concrete conditions in Vietnam,as
the organizer of all the victor-
ies

Comrade Ho Chi Minh understood
this universal truth He was very
clear that (1) the revolution
must he lead by a Marxtst-Lenimst
party, () revolution is the work
of the broad masses op workers
and peasants, and (3) the rev-
olutionary movement in each cou-
ntry must he closely linked With
the international proletariat

, all point to

BUILDING FOR SOCIALISM

The Vietnamese revolution has
moved into a new stage - that of
""complete independence and nat-
ional reunification, a stage
m which our people have to carry
out a single strategic task soc-
ialist revolution and socialist
construction " OUTLINE OF THE
DRAFT POLITICAL REPORT OF THE CEN-
TRAL COMMITTEE OF THE VIETNAM
WORKERS PARTY TO THE 4TH PARTY
CONGRESS, p 4

For continued successes the
consolidation of the dictatorship
of the proletariat is essential
This will establish and constantly
bring into full play the working
people®s right to be the masters
of society

In the short time since the
victory of liberation and the
reunification of the country,
there have been tremendous suc-
cesses m the industrial and
agricultural sectors

In 1976 the Thai Nguyen lron
and Steel Complex fulfilled its
annual production targets 36 days
ahead of schedule There were
bumper rice, tea, tobacco and
com crops in the North and South
The Ho Chi Minh Railway, (“'Reun-
ification Railway"™), which links
Hanoi with Ho Chi Minh City was
restored and began operating on
January 2, 1977 The 1,770 kil-
ometer "Reunification Railway"
is the mam artery between South
and North Vietnam

The second 5 year plan (1976-
1980) will carry out two fundamen-
tal and urgent tasks “to ensure
the minimum needs of the people
while carrying out accumulation
necessary to build the material
and technological basts of soc-
ialism " (REPORT p 8)

As far as heavy industry, the
engineering industry will become
the primary concern in the plan
for the development of the nation-
al economy This includes prod-
ucing large quantities of the
means of production machine
tools, tractors, hydro-electric
turbines, etc Also part of the
plan is combining hydro-electric
power with thermal power while
actively creating conditions to
exploit other sources

In terms of light industry, the
plan proposes concentrating on de-
veloping people®s daily needs te-
xtiles, leather, garments, paper,
wood, household utensils, school
materials, medical appliances,
equiptment for creches (places
for infant through pre-school
children), etc

Agricultural production,
cording to the plan, must be
developed toward large scale soc-
ialist production Intensive far-
ming, mutiplication crops and
expansion of crop areas are all
important In 1976, in the sou-
hem part of Vietnam, the people
harvested 2,200,000 tons of rice
Because of the new strain of rice
they were able to harvest 3 crops
Pfechamzation, as well as rede-
ploying the agricultural work
force is also important, as is
water conservancy

ac-

OTHER TASKS

Building up the material con-
ditions is the most important

v o «ii;
"The war may last five, ten,
twenty or more years, Hanot,

Hatphong and other attes and
enterprises may be destroyed,
but the Vietnamese people Will
not be intimidated® Nothing
ts more precetous than inde-
pendence and freedom Once
Victory ts won, our people
Will rebuild thetr country
and make it even more pros-
perous and beautiful *

Ho Chi Mtnh, July 17, 1966
aspect m the socialist revol-
ution at this time But it is
not the only task The main ideo-
logical task ts to spread prop-
aganda and education about Narx-
tsm-Lentntsm through the line,
policies and Viewpoints of the
Party Educational reforms, the
eradication of illiteracy, the
system of vocational training scho-
ols, the development of infant cla-
sses are all part of this task.
Through each one, the immediate
need is related to the long term
aim of communism

It is the Communist Party of
Vietnam that will be able to
chart the correct course for soc-
ialist revolution and lead the
Vietnamese people to further vic-
tories As President Ho Chi Minh

said, "Our Party should preserve
absolute purity and prove worthy of
its role as the leader and very lo-
yal servant of the people "

The 4th Congress of the Commun-
ist Party of Vietnam was held on
December 14-19, 1976 in Hanoi
This was the first congress held in
16 years, the last one led by Pre-
sident Ho Chi Minh m 1960 1008
delegates represented 1,550,000
party members (The population
of Vietnam 1is 45,000 ) The
Congress called on the entire
Vietnamese people to turn thetr
revolutionary heroism tn the
struggle for the salvation of
thetr fatherland into a revol-
utionary herotsm tn the work
toward the butldtng the dicta-
torship of the proletariat and
socialist construction

With the Vietnamese war over,
it is not forgotten - by the peo-
ple of Vietnam, by the people of
the world, by the people of the
U S There are a number of pres-
sing problems that need to be
solved 1 ) "At least 150,000 tons
of unexploded bombs and shells
are still daily killing people,
several million acres of rice
fields, gardens and forests are
destroyed by bombs and chemicals,
permanent threat of epidemics
(malena, plague, cholera, typ-
hoid ') 2 ) "Registration and con-
trol of some 1 million persons
including about 40,000 officers
in the south as well as the job
placement of 2 million persons
comprising the huge military,
police, administrative, economic,
ideological and cultural machine
left over from South Vietnam *

3 ) "The creation of the new
economic zones to be populated
by emptying large populations
from the cities - some 500,000
from Ho Chi Minh City as well as

~NEW VICTORIES

sore 60% of the population of
Da Nang and tens and thousands
from Hue, Nha Trang and Can Tho
Report of Dr Nguyen Khac Vien
reported m NYT 12/14/76)

SUPPORT FOR THE VIETNAMESE

It is not only the Vietnamese
who need to solve these problems
It is an obligation of especially
the U S government

During the Vietnamese war, the
U S working class and progres-
sive people joined with people
all over the world to support the
just struggle of Vietnam and to
demand that the U S withdraw
its troops Now, after the war
is over, the international working
class must come to the aid of
Vietnam again

For the working class of the
U S this is especially important
It ts our obligation to assist the
new stage of the Vietnamese rev-
olution The people of the U S
and world must give material aid
toward socialist construction m
Vietnam, they must pressure the
U S government for the fulfill-
ment of the promised war repar-
ations, and they must demand that
the VS and the United Nations
recognize Vietnam

I Survivors of My Lai develop-

mg agriculture, 1976

From our previous experience,
the working class knows that the
U S government will not repay
its debts without a constant stru-
ggle It"s interests are clearly
one sided - to preserve U S
imperialism

The working class, on the
other hand, ts the only reliable
defender of socialism It ts tn
the interest of the working class
that socialism grow where it ex-
ists It knows that only through
the dictatorship of the proletar-
iat, can socialism flourish to-
ward the long range arm of com-
munism

Aside from stepping up our ef-
forts to force the U S government
to pay the war reparations and
to extend full diplomatic rela-
tions to Vietnam, our first task
is to deepen the friendship be-
tween the Vietnamese people and
the people of the US It is
through the continued struggle
against U S imperialism and
for socialist revolutions (led
by a genuine vanguard communist
party m the U S ) that the fri-
endship between our two peoples
will blossom

"Unity, unity,
Success, success,
(Ho Chi Minh)

broad unity
great success

LONG LIVE THE COMMUNIST PARTY
OF VIETNAM*

LONG LIVE THE VIETNAMESE REVOLUTION~”

U S PAY WAR REPARATIONS NOW®
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QUEBEC GOVERNMENT PLANS MORE

OPPRESSION FOR QUEBECOIS MASSES

On November 15,1976, the govern-
ment of the Canadian province of
Quebec changed hands as a result
provincial elections In a major
electoral upset, the Liberal Party
government of Robert Bourassa was
over-turned by the Parti-Quebecois
(PQ), a reformist party of the soc-
ial-democratic variety, which now
holds majority of the provincial
parliment The elections were cal-
led for by ex-premier Bourassa
after polls showed that fully half
the voters were dissatisfied with
the repressive policies of the
Liberal Party government and with
its inability to resolve the ec-
onomic problems of Quebec Both
the dissatisfaction of the Queb-
ecois masses and to a great ex-
tent, the elections themselves,
are a ~ oduct of the fact that
French Quebec zs a nation oppres-
sed bu English-Canada and denied
its right to self-determination
by the imperialist interests o"

of

th Canadian bourgeoisie
As is the case for Canada as
a whole, Quebec has felt the

effects of imperialism"s general
crisis Because of the additional
burden of national oppression,
however, the working class of
Quebec has been especially hard
hit by this crisis with unemploy-
ment well above the Canadian aver-
age, rising raxes and a $1 billion
deficit m the provincial budget
This economic crisis has
Ijf tinfi intensified the political
cfisis centered around the Quebec
national question

By cashing m on the rising
protest against the Liberal
Party government and by appeal-
ing to tjie discontent of the
Quebecois, the PQ has won itself

an electoral victory, but this m
no way means that the PQ has the

interests of the masses of people
at heart mlu v™s rerfomance
since November has made it unden-
iably clear that the election of
the Parti-Quebecois has made no
fundamental change m the condit-
ion of the workina masses of Que-
bec but, rather, promises only
more oppression and even areater
exploitation

THE PARTI OUTBECOIS GOVERNMENT
IS A BOURGEOIS GOVERNMENT

The PQ, m spite of vaguely
worded re ferences to socialism and
the elimination of exploitation, Iis
as bourgeois as they ccme Since
November, Premier Rene Levesque,
who only a few years ago was him-
self a member of Quebec®s Liberal
Party, (the provincial version of
the party new led by Trudeau), has
been rushing about eagerly assuring
both the Canadian and the U S
bourgeoisies that the PQ "has no
quarrel with private enterprise"
Levesque, m Tfact, has already paid
a visit to a gathering of major
industrialists and financiers dur-
ing which he pledged his govern-
ment to the establishment of a
more "healthy social climate"
and an end to "disorder” What
this means for the working class
m Quebec can be seen m the PQ"s
strategy for "solving" the prob-
lems of Quebec

First comes the PQ"s economic
program which is discnbed by
Levesque as one of ''strong gov-
ernment role in economic policies"
which avoids "that kind of soc-
ialism which would lead to state
ownership” What this means con-
cretely is that Big Business m
Quebec will remain largely owned
by the Anglo-Canadian bourgeoisie
while U S economic interests
will continue to find a "healthy
climate™ m Quebec for investment
and profit This is simply a con-
tinuation of the PQ"s 1975 elect-
ion program, which stated that the
PQ "welcomes the participation of
foriegners in the economic develop-
ment of Quebec”

Next comes "tripartism'", Leves-
ques® plan for minimizing "dis-
order'™ by increasing collaboration
between the new government, the
capitalists, and the opportunist
labor leaders |In this way the
PQ hopes to cover up class contr-
adictions m the province, divert
the struggles of Quebec workers,
and by appealing to nationalist
sentiments, squeeze even greater
sacrifices from the Quebecois mas-
ses

FALLING OUT AMONG THIEVES

But the plans of the PQ have
not gone without opposition within
the ranks of the Canadian ruling
class The shift of power m the
province has brought to the sur-
face certain conflicting interests
between the Anglo-Canadian and
Quebec bourgeoisie The Ottawa gov-
ernment has strongly expressed its
concern for the "ramifications" of
the PQ"s actions, particularity
m terms of the possibility of
separation The contradictions
between the PQ government and the
government of Prime Minister Tru-
deau, hewever, amount to nothing
more than a falling out among
thieves

The PQ, m representing the am-
bitions of the Quebec bourgeoisie,
intends to use the power of the
provincial government to strengthen
its position relative to Anglo-
Canada and to grab a bigger piece
of the Canadian pie for itself
The aims of the PQ are for greater
influence for the national bourg-
eoisie m corporate and state af-
fairs, the renegotiation of fin-
ancial and commercial transactions
between the province and the U S
and English-Canada, the subsidizing
and encouragement of small and
medium sized enterpnzes owned
by the Quebec bourgeoisie, etc -
all changes which will benefit
the national bourgeoisie of Quebec
But the infighting between the
Ottawa and Montreal governments
does not m any way signify any
real differences m the nature
of these governments The public

The Masses of workers and farmers

in the Philippines are today being
subjected to the most brutal condi-
tions of oppression and exploitatio
The main enemy of the Filipino peo-
ple is U S imperialism, which has
dominated and suppressed the peo-
ple®s movement toward freedom and
liberation since the time of the
Spanish-American war The goal
of the imperialists is to extract
the superprofits from the land and
the labor of the Filipino people
while leaving them m the most
wretched conditions of life

The Philippines are important to
U S imperialists goals of domina-
ting the world, because of its use
as a military base area for the
suppression of neighboring coun-
tries in southeast Asia, including
socialist China The imperialists
have one air force and 5 naval in-
stallations with 30,000 (+) person-
nel m the Philippines Tins force
was active m the imperialist at-
tack against the Vietnamese _people
and is currently used to threaten
other peoples m the southeast
Asian area

The Filipino people have always
cherished freedom and indepen-
dence During the period before
martial law in 1972, the masses
were opposing the confiscation of

squabblmgs brought about by
the manuervenngs of the PQ are
merely bickerings within the
ruling class, otherwise united in
a singl purpose- the exploitation
of the working masses of Canada
The main issue is over the distrib-
ution of th spoils

Of all the points of contention
between these reactionaries, the
most noise has been raised over
the threat of the separation of
Quebec from Anglo-Canada Two facts
stand out most clearly in this reg-
ard One, the PQ has not taken up
the issue of separation m the in-
terests of the Quebecois people but
only as a means to achieve the
goals described above This is
simply another example of the PQ"s
attempt to turn the national as-
pirations of the Quebeoois to its
own advantage Two, while the
Parti Quebecois hopes to use sep-
aration for its own purposes, it
has made it clear that any such
move would not substantially change
relations between Quebec and the
rest of Canada, and rejects as
"silly nonsense"™ suggestions of
anything more than limited nat-
ionalization of Quebec industry
The most radical shift m owner-
ship Is to cormms about m insurance,
which the PQ would like to see
state owned, and m asbestos,
where it has demanded majority
control for Quebec capital

Even if the PQ were able to
nationalize extenively, any real
change which would be brought
about by an expansion of state
ownership can only result from
changes m the nature of state
power m Quebec As long as the
government of Quebec remains a
government of the bourgeoisie,
represented by the bourgeois part-
ies like the PQ, increasing gover-
nmental control of the economy will
do nothing toward abolishing the
exploitation of Quebec workers
The essential nature of the state
as a bourgeois apparatus for class
violence has remained unchanged,
and the Quebecois people continue
to be denied their right to self-
determination as a nation

"RESI

CANADA, QUEBEC AND THE U.

$161 1 billion

Canada s total output
$ 374 billion or 232/

Of that Quebec Province produced

$85 2 billion

Canadian manufactured goods shipped
$23 3 billion or 273/

Of that Quebec manufactured

$20 9 billion
Approximately $3 5 billion
or about 17/

Canada s sales to the U S
Of that Quebec sold

Direct investment in all of Canada

by US firms $29 0 billion

Of that US investments

in Quebec total About $4 3 billion or 15/0

Of Canada S exports worldwide Quebec supplies more than 70 per
cent of all iron ore asbestos and copper ore more than 60 per cent of the
aluminum more than 40 per cent of newsprint more than 30 per cent of aircraft ;
and parts, less than 10 per cent of lumber and autos and parts

The lesson offered by the new
Quebec government is that the str-
uggle of the Quebec nation for the
elimination of its oppression and
exploitation must be a violent
class struggle against both the
bourgeoisie of the oppressor nat-
ion-English Canada and against its
own national bourgeoisie, whose
self interest knows no bounds It
must be a struggle to smash cap-
italism as the source of both
class exploitation and national op-
pression

Likewise, it is the duty of all
class conscious workers and com-
munists in the US to support
the fight of the Canadian work-
ing class against its bourgeoisie,
to oppose U S imperialist exploit-
ation and intervention in the af-
fairs of Canada, and to firmly
uphold the right of the Quebecois
nation to self-determination, up
to and including separation from
the Canadian Federation
DOWN WITH U S AND CANADIAN IMPER-
IALISM*®

SELF-DETERMINATION FOR THE QUEBEC-
OIS NATION™

STANCE IN

THE PHILIPPINES

their land by the multinational
corporations as well as, the use
of the islands as a base for U S
n aggression
people®s revolutionary activity,
the U S -Marcos clique quickly
imposed martial law

This fascist clique began to

arrest and detain ''suspected acti-
suspected
suspected members of

vists",
subversives,
tne Communist Party of the Phili-
pines (CPP) and its military arm,
the New People®s Army (NPA) , or
those suspected of giving food
or other assistance to the NPA
(particularly farmers)
they have arrested over 50,000
people for opposing martial law

labor organizers,

This action by the fascist rul-

ing clique, however, did not and
will not succeed in suppressing

the will of the revolutionary mas-

ses Recently deported Maryknoll
priest,
vivid descriptions of how the

workers and farmers have been re-

sisting the fascists and organizing

to take the offensive against the
enemies of the Filipino people
"Where there is no room
to work within the existing
"‘company unions", the workers
are organizing illegal and
underground unions and as a

result, in the last 4 months
there have been over 50
strikes (which are illegal)

In order to stem the

All told

Father Edward Gerlock gave

involving tiousands of workers
These strikes are against all
forms of oppression, but are
mainly centered against the U S -
Marcos martial law regime

In the countryside, Father

Gerlock described how the U S
multinational corporations are
seizing land away from the farmers
and even using prisoners to work
the land He said that the people
are not taking this lying down, but
on the contrary, are rising up
even more determined to win the
struggle

The character of the revolution-
ary struggle of the masses is
National Democratic This enables
the broadest masses to unite to
oppose and struggle against the
U S imperialists and the puppet
Marcos regime

Under the leadership of the re-

established Communist Party of the
Philippines, the workers and
farmers, who use all forms of strug-
gle, have concluded that the only
way to defeat U S imperialism and
the fascist Marcos regime is through
protracted armed struggle of the
revolutionary masses
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VICTORY TOTHE PALESTINIANS

The months of March and April
mark the international commemoration
of two of the most significant e-
vents m the history of the struggle
of the Palestinian people against
imperialism and Israeli Zionism

On April 9, 1948, 254 Palestin-
ian men, women and children were
massacred by two Zionist terrorist
organizations, the lrgun and Stern
gangs at the village of Deir Yassin
located at the western of edge of
Jerusalem In the five weeks fol-
lowing the massacre, the period of
time leading up to the end of the
British Mandate in Palestine and
the announced establishment of the
state of Israel, hundreds of thou-
sands of Palestinians were evicted
from their hemes both by physical
force and the threat of more "Deir
Yassins1l" These Palestinian re-
fugees formed the basis for the
exiled Palestinian nation which for
20 years rested its hopes for re-
clamation of its homeland on the
actions of their Arab nation-
neighbors who went to war with
Israel m 1948, 1956, and 1967

While the struggle against Zion-
ist aggression and Israeli rule has
been an ongoing one dating back to t

having survived
ian,
Syrian aggression it is the PLO

turning point in the history

of Palestinain resistance

The Palestinain Liberation Or-
ganization (PLO) formed in
September 1964, was able to

grow and rally the masses of
Palestinian people around the
need to organize as a nation and
wage struggle against the settler
Israeli

state

Today 9 years after al-Karameh,
Isralei, Jordan-
and most recently Lebanese-

hat is playing the decisive

the 1920%"s it was not until March role in the Middle East It is
21, 1968 that the Palestinian important for us to support the
Resistance Movement became historic fight of the Palestinian
the determining force m the people for liberation against
struggle against the state of U S imperialism, Soviet social-
Israel On that day in the imperialism, Israeli Zionism and
town of el-Karemeh on the East reactionary Arab regimes, which
Bank of the Jordan River Pales- despite great oppression has
tinian commandos led by Fateh made tremendous gains Further-
withstood and defeated an in- more, the Palestinian liberation

vasion of some 12 to 15 thou- m

sand troops whose intent was w
to crush Palestinian resistence i
m Jordan The Palestinian

Victory at al-Karemeh marked a

ovement is inseparably linked
ith our own struggle agiainst
mperialism and for the dictator-

ship of the proletariat

CELEBRATE THE VICTORY
AL-KAREMEH"

N | N | | | | | o |

The 290 member Palestine Na-
tions] Congress was recently
convened m Cairo on March 12
The Congress is composed of
leaders and members of various
organizations of the Palestin-
ian liberation movement

The significance of the
Congress is many-fold For one,
it is clearly an indication of
the strength and maturity of
the Palestinian liberation
movement today Ten years ago
such a Congress would not have
gained the world-wide press
coverage it has recently re-
ceived The influence of the
Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion (PLO) and other Palestin-
ian peoples organizations
is obvious, as is the support
they receive around the globe
from socialist and other
third world countries

The conference is also a
good example of how the Pales-
tinian liberation movement has
learned to use all forms of strug-
gle to achieve its aim of an in-
dependent and democratic state,
and the return of the Palestinian
homeland to the Palestmaian
people

Key issues discussed at the
Congress were relations with
Jordan, developments towards the
proposed Geneva Conference on
the Middle East and possible
changes m the Congress charter

Having reaffirmed their sup-
port for Yassar Arafat, leader of
the PLO, the Congress heard a
speech m which he emphazised
the need to create an indepen-
dent Palestmaian state "even
m a limited space"™ in any ter-
ritory vacated by Israel At

REUNIFY KOREAI

April 15th is the 65th birthday
of Comrade Kil 11 Sung, President of
the People®s Democratic Republic of
Korea In commoration of Comrade
Sung®"s outstanding contributions to
the revolutionary struggle of the
Korean people, and all exploited
and oppressed people of the world,
we celebrate his birthday by re-
solutely supporting the just strug-
gle of the Korean people for the
peaceful reunification of Korea

This past January the Worker-"s
Party of Korea, the Korean Democra-
tic Party, the Central Committee
for the Democratic Front for the
Reunification of the Fatherland and
14 other political parties and social*
organizations held a joint meeting
m Pyongyang The meeting adopted
the Letter to Political Parties,
Public Organizations and People of
All Strata in South Korea and Com-

patriots Overseas which put forward people vho love the country and the

a national salvation proposal for
the early reunification of Korea
The following are excerpts from
the letter which appeared in Korean
News on January 26, 1977 From the
mtroduction the letter reads

"The south Korean authorities a-
vailmg themselves of the "two
Koreas®™ plot of the U S and Jap-
anese masters, are working to split
permanently our people, vho have
been living m one territory as one
nation througn history, seeking
NOrth-South confrontation and split

"Lnder the pretext of the "tnreat
of southward invasion® the south
Korean authorities are ushering the
U S and Japanese forces of aggres-
sion into the country and hastening
criminal war preparations on a big
scale by relying on treir dollars,
yen and weapons "

"The criminal “two Kcreas®" policy
ard war policy7 pursued in south
Korea under the slogan of T"anti-
communism® are leading fascist ter-

rorism to its zenith and strangling

and stamping out everything demo-
cratic and patriotic "

The letter goes on to say 'We
consider now is the time for all

nation to unite on a nationwide
scaie apart from personal pleasure

and intersts of political groupings,
and turn out as one man to the road
"two
plot of the national split-
tists and achieving the independent

of struggle for frustrating the
Koreas™

and peaceful reunification of the
country

Four specific points m the
proposal are "l A great al-
liance of the socialist forces of
north and patriotic democratic
forces of the south desirous of
reunification of the country "
"2 The tension between the
north and south must be eased
and the danger of nuclear war re-
moved " "3 The source of
discord within the nation must
be removed and an atmosphere of
great national unity be created
"4 A north-south political con-
sultative conference composed of
representatives of all the pol-
itical parties, public organiza-
tions and people of all strata

m the north and south must be
convened to have consultation
about all the above-mentioned
questions "

The proposal concludes ""We
can not accept as a fate sub-
Jjugation and split imposed upon
us by the fonegn aggressors and
a handful of traitors to the
nation We must frustrate the
“two Koreas®™ plot of the split-
tists to save the nation and
build an independent and pros-
perous, reunified Korea in this
land without fail "

-f

All progressive and peace
loving people throughout the
world must support the just
struggle of the Korean people
The U S working class and its
revolutionary allies have a
grave responsibility Our pro-
letarian internationalist duty
is to concretely support the
Korean people m their struggle
for reunification, self-deter-
rmnation and democracy Me must
struggle tirelessly to force the
U S imperialist bourgeoisie to
stop its aggression against the
Korean poeple "

LONG LIFE TO COMRADE KIM IL SUNG*
WITHDRAW ALL U S TROOPS FROM
KOREA™

the same time, the Congress up-
held the ultimate goal of a
secular and mdpendent state in
all of Palestine This goal is
formalized m the Congress char-
ter and implies an end to Israel

It is this just and correct
stand— the liberation of the
Palestinian people from the yoke
of Zionist, imperialist aggres-
sion— that the U S has pushed
the Palestinians to '‘compromise"
on It is also this stand which
is blocking the PLO participation
in the proposed Geneva Conference
Israel has refused to attend if
the PLO is present It is be-
lieved by U S and other diplo-
mats that a change in the Con-
gress charter on this question
would clear the way for the Con-
ference with both PLO and Isra-
eli participation

To compromise would be
treachery, and the Palestinian
revolutionaries know this They
also know, as years of suffering
have taught them, that ultimately
it will only be through armed
revolutionary struggle that the
Israeli aggressors will be dri-
ven from the Palestinian home-
land, and the Palestinian people
allowed their democratic right
of self-determination as a nation

AFRO - ARAB
SUMMIT

In Cairo, March 1977, the
first Afro-Arab Summit Con-
ference met to reaffirm its
commitments to the principles
of non-alignment and peaceful
co-existence and to the estab-
lishment of a just internation-
al economic order It affirmed
its commitment to the principles
of self-determination, territor-
ial mtegrety and non-aggression
The conference reaffirmed the
need to strengthen their peoples
united front m the struggle
for national liberation and
condemned imperialism, colon-
ialism, neo-colonialism, Zion-
ism and apartheid

It was determined that the
countries sould provide and in-
crease material support and
other kinds of assistance to
enable other countries to con-
solidate and defend their in-
dependence The conference
condemned Israeli aggression
and decided increased efforts
should be made to isolate
Israel, South Africa and
Rhodesia economically and poli-
tically as long as they persist
m their racist, expantionist
and aggressive policies To
this end it was determined to
continue total boycott of
political, diplomatic, cul-
tural, sport and economic
events and m particular the
oil boycott against these
three regimes The conference
also condemned the use of mer-
cenaries m Africa and the
Arab world

The conference planned to a-
dopt a long term plan of econo-
mic development in Africa,
establishing joint Afro-Arab
projects, encouraging technic-
cal co-operation among African
and Arab countries The con-
ference set up a regular body
to co-ordinate and follow up on
development of the work m var-

ious fields
The significance of the con-

ference lies m 1its opposition
to superpower hegemony The

U S and the Soviet Union have
constantly tried to provoke dis-
putes and create splits among
these countries in hopes of
bringing Arab and African coun-
tries under their influence

But conferences such as the
Afro-Arab Summit Conference ex-
pose and hinder the plans of the
two mam enemies of the people
of the world
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a letter -l

This letter was sent to UNITE"
alth

77, p 14

as a criticism of an article,
Imperialism and the Black Belt South"

EALTH IN

"He-
19-

(Vol 3, No 1, Feb

We print this letter for the following purposes
1 The letter contains many of the elements of good agitation

popular style and a concrete,

lively exposure of imperialism and

national oppression in a fashion readily understood by relatively

many people

2 Letter of this sort strengthen UNITE®" as a sharp weapon in
the fight against imperialism and national oppression because the

letter itself is a further exposure

of the concrete exploitation and

oppression suffered by the Black Nation and working class in the Bl-

ack Belt South

3 The letter is an exemplary piece of criticism
"spirit of the confessional”

structive or permeated with the

it is not de-
Rath-

er, as Stalin points out in "Against Vulgarizing the Slogan of Self-
Criticism” (J Stalin, CW , Vol X, p 133), it " promotes

the Party spirit, to improve our constructive work, to stren-
gthen our economic cadres, to arm the working class” Specifically,

it does not vulgarize self-criticism by dealing with excesses

in pr-

ivate life , or criticize for criticism"s sake by turning criticism

into a sport,
turn criticism into a witch hunt

be no proper education of the organization,

es
Comrades

1 was
ack Belt South"™ -

character of health oppression, the
ther than Yankees vs Confederates,
country, etc )

I have one main criticism to offer
except for the first two paragraphs,

of figures but,

ence of first-hand observation or experience —

into sensation-mongering"
Without self-criticism,

interested in your article,
it gave seme necessary and useful
seme particularly important points of analysis (the class,

it does not
there can
the mass-

Also,

the class, and

"Health Imperialism and the BI-
information, and
not race,
concentration of poor health ra-

the difference between town and

The article abounds in lots
lacks any evid-
some living details

that would make the figures expose a really human horror for people

who are not there
When 1 was in Tennessee
(and as you know, this

in 1963

the opportunity to enter perhaps 20% of the homes m
speak with perhaps 30% of the residents,

as What 1 was most immediately and
at 'poverty”
healthy people at alll

in
is hardly the heart of the Black Belt), I had

(capitalism) does to people®s bodies

the area around McMinnville

the county, and
especially in the rural are-
most forcefully struck by was wh-
I saw very few

An absolutely astonishing proportion of the adult population still

carry the marks of pre-natal syphilis
(and there is another sign, which I can"t re-
indicate that the mother had syphilis during pre-
What this means for other problems like mental deficiency,

on the front incisors,

call now) all
gnancy
etc , I can"t guess

I saw at least as many mongoloid

I have seen in the entire rest of my life

with (water heads9*" (sic)
Cataracts everywhere
children Also,

old people,
the incidence of "wall-eyes™ or "wandering eyes"

upturned nose, deep ridges

few months there as
lots of children

children m a
Also,
young people, even very young
is

FREEGARY TYLER!

"l am innocent I have been

raped of my freedom You are

looking at an innocent man"
March 8, 1977

With these words, 18-year-old
Gary Tyler was whisked away to a
helicopter and taken to Angola pr-
ison to begin serving a sentence
of life iIn prison He has already
served 2h years for a crime he did
not commit, another of countless
Black men and wonen throughout the
Black Belt Nation who are in pris-
on for the "crime"™ of fighting for
their freedom

There is a difference with Gary
Tyler, however, and the bourgeois-
ie is well aware of it For the
campaign to free Gary has travell-
ed throughout the USA and around
the world Hundreds of thousands
of people have signed petitions,
joined demonstrations and raised

money, to contribute to freeing
Gary The fear of the ruling cla-
ss in the face of this movement

was obvious when Gary was resen-
tenced m Hahnville, Louisiana
The courthouse was surround by
SWAT teams, vicious German shep-
herd dogs, police snipers, etc.

Fvery person entering the building
was frisked and hundreds of photo-
graphs were taken by so-called
plainclothes cops operating 'unde-
rcover" with only their shoulder
holsters, walkie-talkies, and ex-
pensive cameras to "hint" at their
real role

The intent of this demonstration
of power was clear to intimidate
and frighten away supporters of
Gary and of all democratic strugg-
les in the Black Belt Nation As
the resentencing was scheduled
quickly and with little notice, m
this isolated rural community, th-
ere were not many people able to
attend However, the words of Mrs
Tyler summed up the feelings of
all present when she said, "We are
going to keep on fighting until my
son Gary is free We will not gi-
ve up My son is strong and he
knows that someday he"ll be free

For further information, conta-

ct Gary Tyler Defense Fund, 200
Medallion Tower, 344 Camp St , New
Orleans, Lousiana, (505) 568-9890

FREE GARY TYLER1
SELF-DETERMINATION FOR THE BLACK
NATION UP AND INCLUDING SECESSION*

THE BLACK BELT

probably 3 or 4 times what it is in the rest of the country

Women in their late 40"s who look 15 years older, with very
young children and pregnant againl This age-group produ-
ces a very high proportion of children with birth defects

Lots and lots of young children suffering from malnutrition and
possibly birth defects, who were so listless that all they did was
sit stupidly in their mothers® Ilaps while flies crawled on their
faces unnoticed, and even crawled across their open eyes without
the slightlest reactionl

In the Black district of McMinnville, houses with no doors, lit-
tle or no furniture, apparantly (sic) no artificial lighting, (and
probably no indoor plumbing) where large numbers of children slept
and crawled around on ancient bare floors (drafts, splinters, dirt

D?ets consisting (in the summertime) mainly of com, green beans
or peas, and a little pork (one of the most unhealthy meats) Who
knows what they are in the winter®"” Much of this cane from small
yard gardens I ate in one vhite household where 1 was served crea-
med com, corn-on-the-cob, pan-bread, and instant coffee I ate twi-
ce in one Black hone where, both times, | was served a sort of stew
(which was delicious) of string beans, pinto or some other kind of
beans, and bits of pork fat, and the inevitable instant coffee

In the countryside, almost everyone, men and women, from very ea-
rly adulthood on, use snuff (which is sprinkled on the lower lip and
sucked thru (sic) the teeth), with the result that by middle age,
lots of people have only brown, separated stumps of teeth left, with
receding gums

There is more, much more, but 1 have forgotten a lot of it In
any case, this should give you some idea of the living horror of im-
perialist oppression in the Black Belt And all this is not to mention i

the housing conditions, the illiteracy, the religious bondage, the
unemployment, etc
These conditions | observed among both Black and white, but they

were more universal among the Blacks — but by no means is it a small
proportion of whites who suffer from these conditions And, as you
say, it is a class problem, not one of skin color the landed farmers
were healthier, as were the townspeople These conditions were most
concentrated among people who live m rural areas, have no land, work
part of the year at "the mill" (there is a major stocking factory in
McMinnville, but they may also have been referring to a sawmill) and
part of the year on someone else"s land, and part of the year are un-
employed Many of these people, having no cash, have to grew some

of their cwn food m the backyard (the house where 1 ate the com-
com-corn dinner had just harvested their com crop from a patch per-
haps 10x30 out back, and considered that they were living "high off
the hog" right now I wonder vhat they were eating two months
later9)

What 1 am trying to get across, comrades, is that a few details
like these would make future articles more powerful as agitation ag-
ainst the oppression of the Black Belt South and the multinational
working class in the South (and thru-out (sic) the US) And this
requires that you make direct investigations of your own m the area,
and then use the bourgeois statistics only to show the extent and pa-
ttern of the qualitative reality

Yours m struggle,

A comrade in the industrial heartland

On February 28, the Governor of the state as an impartial force
the State of Hawaii announced that This opposes the Marxist-Leninist
the state will purchase 600 acres view '"the state is an organ of
of Waiahole valley for $6 million class rule, an organ for the op-
This, proportedly, would "save" pression of one class by another,
the threatened tenants from evic- jt is the creation of "order,"
tion by landlord Elizabeth Marks which legalizes and perpetuates

The position of the Waiahole- this oppression by moderating
Waikane Community Association the conflict between the classes
and the Workers United to Defend (Lenin, THE STATE AND REVOLUTION
Waiahole-Waikane (a front group
for the Revolutionary Communist
Party(RCP) regarding the neg-
otiations between the state and
the landlord was that the state
should either buy the land or
agree to a land swap

While the staving off of
the evicitions can be seen as
a victory for the immediate
problems of the tenants, the
widespread lessons the RCP
taught the people of Hawaili

The action of the state to buy
the land is an action that attempts
to liquidate the class struggle and
to blunt the growing class conscio-
usness among the people All over
Hawaii, thousands of people are
faced with eviction as the general
crisis of capitalism forces the
bourgeoisie to use the land for
more profitable income The maj-
ority of the people have decided
to fight the evictions by uniting
tailed behind the most back- the broadest possible support
ward elements of the movement The Waiahole-Waikane Community
The view that they put forward was Association is the biggest and
when workers and oppressed people strongest of the various tenants
mobilize for confrontation and organizations It is no accident
get broad support, the state that the state chose to intervene
will and should "serve the people "in this struggle It is precisely

In allowing the state to sieze for diverting the potential revol-
the initiative, the RCP, whether utionary actions of the people
they wanted to or not, showed that the state bought the land



AVICTORY IN MISSISSIPPI

On March 4,1977, a victory was
in the struggle for democra-

tic rights m the Black Belt Na-
tion when Terry Barr, the murd-
erer of young James E Calhoune,
was convicted of murder and se-
ntenced to life imprisionment
This victory was the direct re-
sult of the courage and milit-
ancy of the Black workers and
farmers who are the majority
of the population of the Delta
of Mississippi In the face of
this mobilization, the state
was forced to prosecute Barr,
who is ~diite, for the brutal
beating and lynching of the
16 year old Chlhoune, who is
Black But real justice will
come about only when there is an
end to the national oppression
which has taken the lives of
many young Black men and women
throughout the Black Belt Nat-
ion, such as Emmett Till, Willie
McGee and, most recently, James
Calhoune

The background of the Calhoune
murder is the rich earth and
the brutal national oppression
of the plantations of the Miss-
issippi Delta The Delta is us-
ually described as the 18 coun-
ties lying between Memphis,Term
and Vicksburg, Mississippi
There are about 350,000 Black
people living here more than
60% of the entire population

and almost all of the land
and resources are owned by the
all-white aristocracy The mas-
ses of Black people live in con-
ditions of semi-slavery The
incredible poverty, terrible
housing conditions, poor health,
high infant mortality rate and
high unemployment is criminal,
especially given the abundance
of wealth which is created from *
the labor and resources of the
area The northern imperialists,
local planter aristocracy and
their agents, the state, have
ruled this territory for over a
hundred years and have worked to
spread their vicious racist ideo-
logy and terror through the Klu
Klux Klan

won

HISTORY OF RESISTANCE IN THE DELTA

S

The area of the Delta is also
known for the rich history of
resistance and rebellion by the
Black people who live there
During the mass marches and dem-
onstrations of the civil rights
movement of the 1950"s and "60°s
the Delta was a center of strug-
gle In the 1950"s, a 14 year
old Black youth, named Emmett
Till was found near Greenwood,

Mississippi, floating in the
river, a victim of a lynch mob
Young Till, a vistor from Chi-
cago, had been accused of "wolf
whistling”™ at a white woman
The murderers of Till, although
well kncwn throughout the area
(a few openly brag of their
participation m the lynching)
were never indicted or tried
for this vicious crime

The name of Emmett Till and
the story of his murder is well
known throughout the Delta and
the Black Nation The case pro-
voked national and international
outrage and exposed the gross
brutality and national oppres-
sion which exists in the Black
Belt Nation When word of the
lynching of James Calhoune got
out, the immediate reaction
among the masses of Black work-
ers and farmers was that this
was another Emmett Till Even
the District Attorney was for-
ced to admit that "this guy
Barr (the killer of Calhoune)
intended to do an Emmett Till
case

A BRUTAL MURDER

The body of 16 year old

James Calhoune was found flo-
ating m the Sunflower River m
Sunflower County, Mississippi

on September 8, 1976 He had be-
en brutally beaten about the ne-
ck, face and stomach His hands
Wrere tied behind his back and he
had been shot in the right side
His death was officially decla-
red to have been caused by the
gunshot wound There was no que-
stion as to who had committed

ON TWO FRONTS

thus demonstrating to the broad-
est sections of the oppressed that
the state '"does look after the
peoples welfare "

While the struggle in most of
Waiahole is near a 'settlement",
Waikane valley is still being
struggled for by the tenants of
both valleys and supporters
The developer and landowner, Joe
Pao is a stubborn, hard-nosed old
capitalist Upset over his loss
of potential superprofits from
developing Waiahole, he will pro-
bably take a die-hard stand in
Waikane Only the revolutionary
actions of the tenants and their
supporters, through th&”"siezing
of the land for their owm- use
will stop the evictions

With the states purchase of
Waiahole, the intention of the
bourgeoisie is to divide the
_ tenants association m two, by
creating a "l got my land" at-
titude by one section of the
association It may even be
proposed by the state that the
Waikane tenants be relocated into
Waiahole This must be combatted
at all levels by the tenants and
farmers themselves

"THE MOVEMENT IS EVERYTHING, THE

FINAL AIM NOTHING™

The RCP, m attempting to
give leadership to this struggle,
bowed to the lowest level of con-
sciousness and remained there
agitation and propaganda did not

once point to the final aim of the

struggle, nor did they do any ed-
ucation about how the masses have
to struggle for socialism
The RCP did not do any

work around exposing the role of
the state,
rather
that the state should take

This is not to say that we are
against the negotiation of a con-
tract, but it is a question of
what kind of work goes on to ex-
pose the nature of contracts be-
tween the bourgeoisie and the
working class Contracts on the
one hand, protect the immediate
gains of the workers and on the
other we agitate against illusions
that put forward these temporary
"peace treaties" as the solution
to the masses problems These
short term contracts must be link-
ed to the long range struggle for
socialism

The

regarding the negotiatic
suggested the alternatives

the murder Terry Barr admitted
that he had killed Calhoune and
charged that Calhoune had raped
his wife

THE ROLE OF THE STATE

Terry Barr had spent the pre-
vious summer working for the Ber+
livar County, Mississippi Sher-
iff*s office and was good fri-
ends with the local police and
deputies He had also worked
as a guard at Parchment Prison
m Mississippi Immediately af-
ter the murder Terry Barr saw
some of his cop friends, told
them what he had done and asked
if they couldn"t just cover it
up and forget about it The pol-
ice supported his actions but
were unable to arrange the mas-
sive cover-up which was required
Even though Barr was arrested at
that time, a conspiracy of sil-
ence developed on the part of
local and state officials The
district attorney refused to
release the autopsy report, say-
ing it would inflame the public
The trial of Barr was removed
from Bolivar County (where both
Barr and Calhoune lived and
where the kidnapping and murder
occurred) to the ajoining county
of Sunflower, where the body was
found The district attorney®s
office refused to inform the
Calhoune family of hearing dates
telling them that this was a
natter between the State of
Mississippi and Terry Barr and
that the Calhoune family didn"t
need to be there

Before the trial however, it
was clear that the Sunflower
County officials were shaken and
their power threatened when tho-
usands of Black people through-
out the counties began mobiliz
mg and meeting to demand just-
ice At the trial itself there
was tight security, with metal
detectors and a pass system to
enter the courtroom

The state was forced to pro-
secute Barr because of the out-
rage and militancy of the Bl-
ack ommunities of Bolivar and
Sun] wer Hundreds of Black
people took off work and cha-
rtered church buses m order to
attend the 3 day trial Under
this pressure and this scrutiny
the state was forced to present
at least the appearance of a
vigorous prosecution However,
although murder is a capital
crime m Mississippi, permitting
a death penalty, the state re-
fused to ask for this penalty
It is well known that whenever
a Black men is tried for murder
m the South,the state always
tries to get the death sentence
Death rows throughout the Black
Nation are full of young Black
men Although there are some
white men on death row, there
are not as many and it is rare
to find a white man on death row
for killing a Black nan Terry
Barr was no exception to this
rule

Although there was virtually
no physical evidence of rape,
in its closing argument to the
jury, the state claimed that
James Calhoune had raped Terry
Barr®s wife The state had re-
peatedly told the Calhoune fam-
ily that they did not believe
any rape had occured and that
they would argue against any such
idea This made clear the real
nature of the state and dispel-
led any illusions that the state
was genuinely seeking a convic-
tion

Terry Barr®s defense to this
hideous crime was insanity The
basic theory was that any white
man in Mississippi whose wife
had claimed that she was raped
by a Black man, would be driven
insane and therefore be excused
for whatever torture or brutal-
ity he did to that Black man

The significance of this argu-
ment is clear any Black man
seen with a white woman is ask-
ing to be killed Barr claimed
that although he may have been
legally and technically wrong to
kill young Calhoune, he was mor-
ally right

BLACKS AND WHITES UNITED AGAINST
NATIONAL OPPRESSION

Barr®s attorney"s sought to
exclude all Blacks from the jury
Although they managed to exclude
22 Blacks, the final jury had
nine whites and 3 Blacks.. This
is In an area which Is majority
Black

Under the chauvinist theory of
the defense, all the whites would
have let Barr off and all the
Blacks vote to convict him |In
fact, after 3% hours of deliber-
ation, the jury unanimously held
that Terry Barr was guilty of
murder This was a blow to the
defense and to the state, because
it demonstrated that white and
Black people would unite against
national oppression The state
fears this unity because it knows
this unity will ultimately lead to
its overthrow It is significant
that a multinational jury, sit-
ting m a racially divided cour-
troom amidst heavy security, in
the Delta of Mississippi, took
a Firm stand against the terror-
ism of lynching

NO REAL JUSTICE IN DELTA

This verdict was not the pro-
duct of a vigorous prosecution or
a weak defense This verdict was
the direct result of the long hi-
story of the struggle for freedom
in the Black Belt Nation It was
the product of the growing mil-
itancy and organization of the
workers and farmers of the Mis-
sissippi Delta

But while there has been a

victory, there is no justice in
the Delta 1T there were real
jJjustice Emmett Till and James
Calhoune would be alive today |If
there were real justice the Cal-
houne family and supporters wou-
Id not have to live in fear of
reprisals from the KKK and the
state |If there were real jus-
tice, the masses of workers and
farmers in the Black Belt Nation,
Black and white, would own the
land and resources of this nat-
ion and wipe out the terrible
oppression and exploitation which
exists throughout

DEATH TO THE KLAN*
SELF-DETERMINATION FOR THE

BLACK NATION UP TO AND
INCLUDING SECESSION*



COUNTRIES WANT INDEFPENDENGCE,

NATIONS WANT LIBERATION,
PEOPLE WANT REVOLUTION!

WORKERS’
MOVEMENT

INDIA

On March 21, 1977, Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi lost her seat in Parliment
1n India's sixth national election since
gaining independence from Britian 30
years ago As a result, Gandhi resigned
as Prime Minister, a post she held for
over 11 years The majority of seats
in Parliment were won by the Janata
Party, a newly formed conservative, op-
position coalition

The news came as a shock to all but
the Indian masses who have been fiercely
resisting the fascist "state of emergency"”
Gandh1i i1mposed on the country 21 months
ago Conditions under the "state of
emergency" included camplete censorship,
the jailing of opposition party leaders,
their supporters and other political
activists, as well as a brutal sterili=
zation campaign

It 1s clear that the elections signify
the defeat of the fascist Gandhi regime
much more than the victory of the Janata
Party. It 1s still unclear what real
changes, 1f any, the Janata Party will
mean for the Indian people It 1is cer-
tain, however, that qualitative change
will only result with thé change of
class rule The Janata Party i1s still
rule by the bourgeoisie Only when the
working class, through armed struggle
serzes state power, will the Indian
people have a qualitatively different

life

LAW OF THE SEAS

In New York, beginning May 23rd, the
U S will host the 6th Session of the UN
Conference on the Law of the Seas

One major item of contention slated
for discussion 1s the controversial 200
mile off-shore fishing zone Both the
US SR and the US have adopted
such policies effective March of thas
vear These establish exclusive economic
zones up to 200 miles around the coast of
the two countries, granting complete con-
trol over "fish and other sea resources"
and prohibit fishing by other nations

The question 1s of great importance
to many countries, especially Japan
This new policy has made fishing grounds
in the Okhotsk Sea and around the Kam-
chaitka Penninsula (including 4 Soviet
occupied Japanese 1slands) where Japan-—
ese fishermen have operated for genera-
tions, off-limits to Japan

This new Soviet policy 1S seen as a
reaction to US - U S S R contention,
as 1t came on the heels of a similar U S
policy At the same time, 1t 1s a scheme
to gain permanent control over the four
Japanese 1slands, as well as usurp the
natural resources of Japan

Commentary from a Tokyo newspaper of
February 17, 1977 reads

"We must denounce the Soviet unilateral
declaration to establish a 200 mile ex-
clusive maritime zone as a sinister de-
sign of hegemony We must wage a re-
solute struggle agalnst Soviet
hegemonism "

The UN Conference on the Law of the Seas
w1ll most likely turn out to be a strug-
gle of the less powerful countries to re-
tain their fishing rights against the
imperialist powers who have the attitude
that "what 1s mine i1s mine and what 1s
ours 1s mine also "

. Wy

NATIONAL
LIBERATION

PANAMA CANAL

On March 12th a Panama negotiating
eam flew secretly to Washington to
cet with the US delegation to discuss
n new Canal Treaty There exists broad
agreement between the two countries to
eliminate the Canal Zone and return it to
Panama within 3 years  The 1issues that
ave yet to be determined and are dif-
ficult to agree on are the time length
bf the treaty and areas of U S control
The Panamanians say that presently the

S has 12 mlitary bases scattered

oughout Panama The Panamanians want

ese to be reduced to 3 and those are to
be phased out by the year 2000 The

S , on the other hand, wants to main-
ain the right to "come to the defense”
bf the canal whenever and wherever, at

e discretion of the US The inter-
psts are clearly opposite  The Pana-
anians want independence, and the U S

perialists want control The Pana-
anian people and their supporters have
or a long time resisted the continued
bresence of the U S 1n Panama and the
struggle will continue until indepen-
lence 1s won.

SUPPORT THE JUST STRUGGLE OF THE
PANAMANIAN PEOPLE FOR INDEPENDENCE'
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On the i1sland of Palau the industrial-
1sts are planning a super-tanker port,
port Pacific This port would be capable
pbf handling 50 million tons of oil per
year The promoter, N Y based Robert
B Punero, has found backers for this
broject 1n the Industrial Bank of Japan
and Nissho-Iwal Company of Japan and the
Iranian National Oil Company Palau, .

'where the waters are deep and opposition

light" would provide a convenient trans-—

shipment point for oil from the Middle

ast to Japan Japan has found it dif-
ficult to find port locations for super-
ankers The main advantage of Palau
pver other possible sites, like in south
'ailand, i1s 1ts "political stability" or
ather i1ts domination by U S 1mperialism

Dredging, blasting and other construc-
1on would destroy vast areas of coral
eefs, which are the foundation of marine
l1fe, which in turn is the basis of live-
l1hood for many residents This 1s not
o mention what the effect of an o1l
5p111 would be on the island

The capitalists care little about the
affect this port would have on the i1sland
bf Palau, they care only about the amount
bf profit i1t will bring The peoples of
balau are opposed to the Pacific Port and
are organizing to stop i1its construction

SOCIALIST
CONSTRUCGTION

PEOPLES REPUBLIC
OF CHINA

A set of guidelines for cadres to fol-
ow 1n carrying out the spirit of the
second learn—from-Tachai Conference held
ast December was drawn up at a recent
eeting 1n Hsiyang, China's first Tachai-
ype county The meeting was attended
by more than 3,000 county, commune and
broduction brigade leaders
Resolutions about improving the work
style of the cadres throughout the county
nclude continue to seriously study works
by Marx, Engels, Stalin and Mao Tsetung,
be 1n the forefront of the movement to
earn from Tachai, and lead the people in
leepening the criticism of the "Gang of
our", while at the same time working
ard along side the masses 1in building
a high-standard Tachai county It was
lecided that the cadres must adhere to
e 3-3 system that 1s a cadre spends
hnly one third of the year in the county
bffice, for another third he serves as
a member of a work team sent to a pro-
duction team helping 1t to become an
advanced unmit, and another third working
in communes and brigades When the
adres stay at the grass roots units they
ust lodge and eat with the poor and lower
ddle peasants and work alongside them
adres at all levels are expected to carry
bn the revolutionary tradition of the party
efraining from coercive measures, extrava-
gance and special priviliges and the use
pf official position for personal gain
(Excerpted from HSINHUA CHINA NEWS SERVICE,
arch 11, 1977 )

ROMANTA

The Romanian working people have quick-
fly resumed production and begun to repair
e great damage from the earthquake of

e night of March 4 Steel production

s already at 95% of the former level
Most railways have been restored The
restoration of residential and office
buildings has begun

The Romanians were thankful for the

aid and international solidarity of the
orld's people The Romanian people have
at the same time praticed self-reliance

so that no further aid i1s needed at this
1ime

We must draw the correct lesson from the
achievements of the Romanian people 1in

e1r time of great difficulty Natural
disasters do occur in both socialist and
apitalist countries The difference 1s
at 1n a socialist country like Romania,
e economy 1s run for the general well-
peing of the masses and not for the small
nority as in capitalist countries  Rapid
recovery and restoration 1s possible as a
result, therefore saving many lives and
preventing ynieeded suffering

SOVIET UNION

ross 1ndicates approximate epicenter of quake
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