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and National
Oppression

STRUGGLE IN STEEL

District 34, St Louis) and the
reformist forces headed by Ed
Sadlowsk1 (District Director #31
Chicago-Gary) , while offering
no genuine choice for the steel
worker has sharply underlined

Tremendous changes are taking in 1959, the capitalist class
place i1n the ranks of the steel has taken increasing steps to
workers and the United Steel Work- try to ensure that the steel-
ers Union (US WA ) The strug~ workers and the U S W remain
gle against the union bureau- reliable and loyal wage slaves
crats who control the U S W 1s But the strangle-hold on the

»

stepplng up, as steelworkers

prepare for the union election
1n February and contract negoti-
ations later in the year The
sharpening struggle around the
union elections and fundamental
rank and file issues 1s a re-
flection of the fact that since
the last national steel strike

U S W by the capitalists 1is

ter by the day

The present election strug-
gle 1n the U S W between the
old bureaucratic forces of I W
Abel and Co , now represented
by Lloyd McBride (Director of

HAIL THE 7th CONGRESS

OF THE PARTY OF LABOR
OF ALBANIA

SUMMARY OF THE REPORT ON THE ACTIVITY OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
OF THE PARTY OF LABOR OF ALBANIA

beginning to break down, and the
struggle wn steel 1s getting hot-

N the establishment of socialism

the growing contradictions with-
in the union and the entire
trade union movement

But the question of the up-
coming election 1s only part of
a much larger question facing
steelworkers -- that of how all
the capitalists, revisionists
and reformists can be driven out
of the unions so that the unions
may be re-established as real or-
ganizing centers for the prole-
tariat in 1ts struggle against
the bourgeoisie Our struggle
18 to drive the labor bureau-
crats out of the unions and to
frght for genuine workzng class
control of the trade unions This
18 a pre-requisite for the eman-
cipation of the working class and

All across the country the
Black, Chicano and other people
of oppressed nations and national
minorities suffer national oppres-—
sion at the hands of the capitalist
class Brutal murders, lynchings,
rapes, jailing, beatings, and pov-
erty daily plague the oppressed
people of this country Lenin
pointed out that, "the policy of
oppressina nations is one of div-
1ding nations At the same time
1t 1s a policy of systematic cor—-
ruption of the peoples' minds "

In response to this capitalist
plan to oppress and divide the
multi-national working class,
workers of all nationalities have
Jjoined together to resist

- Thirty-five years ago on November 8, 1941, the Communist , LENDITIONS WORSEL ¢ /
Party of Albania, now the Party of Labor of Albania, was The steel industry, along wath| JOSE BARLOW BENAVIDE
founded i1n the heat of the anti-fascist, anti-imperialist lib- auto and coal, forms the back-
. eration war Three years later, Albania was liberated and the ! bone of the capitalist economy Murdered n Calzforma
Peoples Republic of Albania was established the very legs on which the -

In the last thirty-five years the Party of Labor of Albania, erlallg bogrgeo;Lsm must sfanﬁd dLast June 11, Jose Barlow Bena-
headed by 1ts First Secretary, Comrade Enver Hoxha, has led the [ in its drive for world hegemony | V2962, @ 27 year old Chicano from
entire people of Albania in the victorious task of socialist The bourgeoisie needs steel for zadengland, California, was mur-

. construction and the historic international struggles against ships, for auto, machinery, tﬁr Y a rookie cop In response
T1toism, Khrushchovite revisionism, U S mperlallsm and all trucks, planes, and for construc— e Jose Barlow Benavidez Commutt-
forms of reaction and opportunism tion. And the bourgeoisie needs ie ﬁgalnst Police Crime has arisen

In November, the Party of Labor of Albania successfully con- steel to wage imperialist war SO Fing iustlce for Barlow
vened 1ts Seventh Congress Following upon the victories of For the ruling class the main- ee page 12
previous party congresses, the Seventh Party Congress comes at tenance of steel production is
a time when a new socialist cénstitution has been drafted, im- of vaital rtance as rial— | B
portant new measures to improve socialist relations of distrab- ism's gen:E{ Ccrisis plel:;‘g: JAMES EDWARD CALHOUNH
ution have been implemented, the first Albanian brand of pig greater and greater strain on Lynched wn M- 1881881 PP

iz iron has been produced, and numerous other historic strides in capitalism -- economically, po-
the struggle for socialist construction and the consolidation latically, and militarily On September 8, 1976, a sixteen
of the dictatorship of the proletariat have taken place As an outgrowth of the stra- | year old Black man, James Edward

The Seventh Party Congress proceeded at every turn on the tegic importance of this sector Calhoune was found floating in the

e basis of Marxist-Leninist principle and proletarian interna- of the ecornomy, the U S WA has Sunflower River, hands tied behind
}* tionalism, and has contributed a profound analysis of the pre- been a prime target for bourgeors his back, shot to death Build the
sent international situation, the development of the workers subversion swnce its founding in | Struggle for justice for James Ed-
and comunist movement, and the struggle against imperialism 1942 Through agents such as ward Calhoune! See page 13
and opportunism I W Abel, the bourgeoisie has

The Central Committee of the MLOC 1s proud to publish at spared no effort to divert the GA RY TYLER
this time a summary produced by the Albanian Telegraphic Agen- militant struggles of steelwork-
cy of the report of Comrade Enver Hoxha to the Seventh Party ers along the path of peaceful S truggle Continues
Congress We urge all comrades, militant workers and friends reform, and to use 1ts successes p
to very carefully study this report, together with the full 1n steel as a precedent for other Gary Tyler 1s now being held in

= texts 1ssued by the Party of Labor of Albania, REPORT SUBMIT- industries and unions Through St James Parish Prison, Louisiana
TED TO THE SEVENTH PARTY CONGRESS OF THE PARTY OF LABOR OF such steps as the Experimental In the meantime, across the coun
ALBANTA by Enver Hoxha, and REPORT ON THE SIXTH FIVE YEAR Negotiating Agreement (E N A ) the struggle to free Gary Tyler 1is
PLAN, by Mehmet Shehu, both which will be available soon in and the establishment in 1971 of | building, including the formation
bookstores joint Committees on Productivity | of the Peoples Defense Committee tq

Fr- e  snrmii TR R S

available as a pamphlet:

SUMMARY OF THE REPORT OF THE ACTIVITY OF THE CENTRAL COMMIT-
TEE OF THE PARTY OF LABOR OF ALBANTA, Albanian Telegraphic
Agency, 1976 25¢, Available from the MLOC

the bureaucrats of the U S W
have spearheaded the bourgeoisie's
offensive and collaborationist
drive to increase the exploita-

Free Gary Tyler and Fight Injustice
in New Orleans Demonstrations con-
tinue and more and more workers are

tion of the working class The

rallying to the Gary Tyler struggle
L= e
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CARTER ELECTION-

The narrow election of Jimm/
Carter by a mere one-fourth of the
elegible voting public of this co-
untry signals an important devel-
opment in the deepening of the
general crisis of imperialism and
the oppression of the Black Nation

Carter represents the landed
aristocracy of the ruling class in
the 6lack Belt South There, from
roots m chattel slavery, a histor-
ically constituted stable communi-
ty of people, with a common terri-
tory, language, economic life, and
psychological make-up manifested
in a common culture has developed,
due to the failure of reconstruc-
tion and the continuing oppression
by the imperialist bourgeoisie
This is the historical and material
basis for the existence tf the op-
pressed Black Nation It is no ac-
cident that today in the midst of
mthe grave sharpening of the gene-
ral crisis of capitalism, when the
factors for both war and revolution
are increasing, that the bourgeoi-
sie advanced Jimmy Carter for pres-
ident

With the rise of the national
liberation movements and the deep-
ening deterioration of US imperia-
lism since World War 11, the loss
of China, Korea, Indochina, parts
of Africa, and other realms from
the grips of imperialist plunder,
and the growing contention with
Soviet social-imperialism, the
Black Belt South has become incre-
asingly important to US imperialism
as a source of super-profits to
sustain the sinking imperialist
ship

PROLETARIAN

The Central Committee of the MLOC warmly cong-

EDITORIALV

Working Class

At the same time, the grow-
ing strength and militancy of the
multi-national working class stru-
ggle, and particularly the strug-
gle of the Afro-American people
m the Nlack Nation for self-deter-
mination, daily presents a bigger
and bigger threat to imperialist
rule m the South. The recent st-
ruggles of Joann Little and Gary
Tyler are a reflection of this
historical trend

With the selection of Carter
the bourgeoisie hopes to reverse
the tide of history. Carter”s
presidency will aid in the inten-
sification of the exploitation and
oppression of the Black Nation
Carter will become the means by
which the bourgeoisie seeks to
integrate increasing numbers of
Black bourgeois and petty-bourgeois
forces into the state apparataus,
by "cringing them to Washington™

Not only will Carter®s presi-
dency become the vehicle for inten-
sified exploitation of the masses
working m industry and agriculture
but the new Southern White House
in Plaines will become the justifr
cation for a vast and extensive
police and security operation in
the South, m order to "protect
the President ™ In reality, this
is a means to beef up the occupy-
ing army m the Black Belt South
to suppress future struggles for
self-determination

All this, and more, will be
sugar-coated m a cloak of down-
home Baptist morality and senti-
mentality m an effort to create

No Victory For The

an identity between the church and
the state, politics and religion,
patriotism with morality and, ob-
viously, dissent with sin Who,
better than one of the ''good ol*
boys" from Georgia, will be able
to rallv the reactionary forces

to protect "God and Country"™ from
the rising revolutionary tide of
the masses m the South.

There is a new South coming,
but not the South of peanuts and
smiles It is the growing class
struggle and the call for self-
determination of the Black Nation
which is the future tide of the
South  The ruling bourgeois
dictatorship hopes to stem this
revolutionary tide by bringing
Jinny Carter to Washington.

It is our duty to spare no
effort in bringing the revolution-
ary strength of the entire multi-
national working class into the
struggle for self-determination
of the Black Nation, up to and
including secession, by mobilising
every form of political and mater-
ial support throughout the U S ,
in every factory and field

The fight for self-determin-
ation, up to and including seces-.
sion for the Black Nation in the
Black Belt South is a mighty weap-
on against US imperialism, a fight
with mtemaitonal significance.

In carrying forward this historic
struggle, we must expose and de-
feat every maneuver of this fascist
aristocrat from Plaines

DEMOCRACY

The Central Connuttee of the MLOC warmly cong-

ratulates Comrade Enver Hoxha on re-election at the
recent Seventh Party Congress as First Secretary of
the Party of Labor of Albania Founding the Party
of Labor of Albania and leading the Party and the
entire people through both storm and triumph, Enver
Hoxha is an outstanding succesor to the revolution-
ary cause of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and Mao
Tsetung

Celebrating its 35th Anniversary, the Party of
Labor of Albania stands as a beacon of socialist con-
struction and a staunch defender of the interests of
the workers and oppressed people of the entire world
The recent conclusion of the historic Seventh Party
Congress led by Comrade Hoxha, has scored many imp-
ortant new victories for the people of Albania, tie
Party of Labor of Albania, and the progressive and
revolutionary people of the world All workers and
oppressed people m the United States are encouraged
by the MLOC to carefully study the forthcoming dec-
isions of the Seventh Party Congress and to foige in
iron friendship between the people of Albania and
the-people of the United States

With the re-election of Comrade Enver Hoxha
as First Secretary of the Party of Labor of Albania,
the people of Albania will continue to achieve great
sucesses and further the eventual triumph of the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat worldwide

LONG LIFE TO COMRADE ENVER HOXHA *

FORGE THE MILITANT SOLIDARITY BETWEEN THE PEOPLE
OF THE UNITED STATES AND ALBANIA *

LONG LIVE THE PARTY OF LABOR OF ALBANIA *

subscribel

ratulates Comrade Hua Kuo-Feng on election to Chair-
man of the Central Committee of the Communist Party
of China Founded by Comrade Mao Tsetung, the Com-
munist Party of China is a great, glorious and cor-
rect party firmly advancing on the course charted
by Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and Mao Tsetung
The election of Chairman Hua Kuo-Feng is a fresh
victory for the people of China and the Communist
Party of China m the struggle to perservere in
continuing the revolution under the dictatorship
of the proletariat

Proletarian leaders are bom in the midst of
class struggle of the proletariat to become a class
conscious of its world historic mission In China,
the intensification of the struggle against revis-
ionism and all capitalist roaders is an inevitable
and important part of the all around struggle for
socialist construction The purging of the 'gang
of four" and the intensification of the two-line
struggle against all bourgeois elements, right in-
side the Communist Party of China, are signs of the
health and vanguard nature of the Communist Party
of China, and represent important new chapters m
the protracted struggle toward communist society.

HOLD HIGH THE BANNER OF MARXISM-LENINISM-MAO TSE-

TUNG THOUGHT 1
LONG LIVE THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF CHINA 1
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TO OUR
READERS

This is the last issue
of UNITE! to be published
bi-monthly Beginning in
February, UNITE1will ap-
pear monthly until the mid-
dle of the year, when UNITE1
will be published bi-weekly
We call upon all comrades
and militant workers to
join m the campaign to
make UNITELl a biweekly pub-
lication We ask your pol-
itical contributions, let-
ters, assistance m the
distribution of UNITEL,
financial assistance and
any other contribution you
can offer

These important develop-
ments in UNITE" reflect the
growing emergence of a def-
inite revolutionary trend
in the workers movement, a
trend which aims its strug-
gle directly at the need
for the establishmert of the
dictatorship of the proleta-
riat, and a trend built upon
genuine Marxist-Lenmist un-
ity We call upon all com-
rades and friends to help
build UNITE" into a power-
ful weapon in the class
struggle Our aim is not-
hing short of the production
of a daily mass paper with
a distribution of hundreds
of thousands, and eventually
millions

UNITE® 1is actively being
developed into a collective
propagandist, collective agi-
tator and collective organi-
zer In the mam, UNITE"
will become a national forum
for agitation, while COMMU-
NIST LINE, our theoretical
journal will present much
of our written propaganda
UNITE® will increasingly
become a paper for the work-
ing class to respond about
the day-to-day struggles
agamst capitalist exploi-
tation and oppression, aim-
ing blows directly at the
bourgeoisie and their agents,
the revisionists and reform-
ists

The development of a rev-
olutionary party press is a
crucial aspect of forging a
vanguard communist party
We call upon all comrades
and workers to actively
take up the call to build
UNITE"®, to distribute
UNITE", to make UNITE" the
collective organizer requi-
red to mobilize the masses
against tne capitalist class

- Seek To Unite;
Not To Split

On Friday, October 29, 1976
certain elements rallied around
the Workers® Viewpoint Organi-
zation (WO) managed to disrupt
the Marxist-Lenmist Organizing
Conmittee”s conducting of a for-
um m Washington, D C

This statement is issued
by the Central Carnnittee of the
MLOC to explain to comrades and
friends our view of the event
and the political significance
of this latest sectarian act by
the WVO

CONTENTS
--WHAT HAPPENED ~
— WHY DID THIS HAPPEN AND
WHO IS RESPONSIBLE ?
— MLOC*®S LINE ON POLEMICS
AND MARXIST-LENINIST UNITY
— WVO AND THE REVOLUTIONARY
WING
— THE FUTURE BELONGS TO THE ~
WORKING CLASS

15t from MLOC, Box 26457,
S F, CA 94126, US A




Uphold Proletarian

Internatio

nalism

Build The United Front Against The Two Superpowers

The months of October and, Nov-
ember mark the anniversaries of
the Russian and Chinese Revolutions
All over the world, workers and
oppressed people pause to cele-
brate these great holidays of the
working class, and focus attention
on the unfinished tasks of social-
ist revolution During the month
of October, the Central Committee
of the MLOC conducted political
presentations on the responsibil-
ities of proletarian internation-
alism to workers and comrades in
several important industrial and
political centers m the U S

Whether to uphold proletarian
internationalism or national
chauvinism has always been a ques-
tion of class stand The great
Karl Marx pointed out that no
nation can be free if it oppresses
other nations

It is the class stand of the
proletariat that determines its
adherence to proletarian inter-
nationalism It is the very na-
ture of imperialism to divide
nations, and it is the historic
task of the proletariat to unite
the workers and oppressed people
of the world in struggle against
imperialism

This great truth led Lenin to
recognize, shortly after the his-
toric Bolshevik victory, that,

"We have never made a secret
of the fact that our revolu-
tion is only the beginning,
that its victorious end will
come only when we have lit up
the whole world with these ,
same fires of revolution "
(Collected Works, Vol 29, p
502, Progress Pub )

Mao Tsetung, after the founding
of the Peoples Republic of China,
stated that,

"China has an obligation to
make a greater contribution
to humanity."” (Eeking Infor-
mation, No 8, 2/24/69, p 7)

Based upon an analysis of the
four fundamental contradictions m
the world today, the MLOC advanced
four corresponding calls to action
which comprise the essence of pro-
letarian internationalism todav
for workers in the US It is one
thing to mouth fine slogans, but
it isentirely another to define
proletarian internationalism m
terms of the actual practical ac-
tivity required to fulfill our
internationalist duty

Proletarian internationalism”
today requires
1 Concrete support for all social-
ist- countries and the dictatorship
of the proletariat where it exists
2 Support for all national liber-
ation struggles which"objectively
weaken imperialism
3 Oppositiori to all Superpower
war preparations and imperialist
aggression
4 Support for the struggles of
the multi-national working class
moppressed nationalities, oppressed
minorities and oppressed women m
the United States

The mam content of the presen-
tations included a commemoration
of Mao Tsetung, a brief analysis
of the second stage of the general
crisis of capitalism, a concrete -
discussion of each of the four
tasks of proletarian international-
ism, a report on party building,
and a brief discussion of our fi-
nal aim, a cortiminist society. In
different cities, the content of
the program varied in accord with
the context in which it was pre-
sented

HISTORY OF PROLETARIAN
ALISM 1

The concrete tasks of proletar-
ian internationalism change and
develop with the growth of the
class struggle of the proletariat.
The COMMUNIST MANIFESTO by Marx

INTERNATION-

and Engels issued the first great
call of proletarian international-
ism, "Working men of all counties,
unite > For over sixty years this
historic call guided the workers
of the entire world in their com-
mon struggle against exploitation
and oppression As the competitive
stage of capitalism gave way to the
monopoly and parasitic stage, im-
perialism, Lenin inherited, defend-
ed and developed the"great call of
Marx to apply to the changing con-
ditions . "Workers of all countries
and oppressed nations, unite’"
Lenin recognized the absolute ne-
cessity for the unity of action
between the workers of the capital-
ist countries and the oppressed
nations and colonies. The strug-
gles of the workers in the cap-
italist ountries and of the op-
pressed nations and colonies,
inevitably assist each other
Then, after the anti-fascxst
war, WWIl, Comrade Mao Tsetung
recognized the profound re-align-
ment of class forces that had
taken place in the world and
called for the United Front A-
gainst U S Imperialism With
the restoration of capitalism in
the Soviet Union, Mao Tsetung is-
sued the call for the United Front
Against Both Superpowers

There is no way to carry for-
ward the historic mission of the
proletariat, the glorious tradi-
tion of the October revolutions,
without concretely defining the
unfinished tasks of the proletar-
iat Lenin stated on 1921, that

"'the best way to celebrate the
anniversary of a great revolu-
tion is to concentrate atten-

tion on its unsolved problems.™

CONCRETE TASKS

In the past, many revolution-
aries had seen October as simply |,
a time to celebrate only the Chi-
nese and Russian revolutions On
this question, and many others,
there is a sharp two-line strug-
gle The-MLOC recognizes that the
significance of the Russian and
Chinese revolutions extend far be-
yond Russia and China — and that
all the socialist countries, where
ever there is a dictatorship of the
proletariat, must be seen as a dir-
ect extension of the glorious rev-
olution in Russia m 1917 There-
fore m October the MLOC brought
to light the great victories not
only in China, but in Albania, Kor-
ea, Vietnam, and Romania

In discussing the significance
of the protracted struggle waged
by our Vietnamese comrades against
French and U S imperialism, the
achievements of Juche (self-reli-
ance) in North Korea or the remark-
able Childrens Palaces, the impor-
tant role that Romania is playing
in the fight for an independent
Europe, or the new socialist sys-
tem of distribution and wages im-
plemented m Albania, we explained
how the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat really works to improve
the daily life of the people.

At the same time, some elements
opposed this discussion, stating
that we should only celebrate the
Chinese revolution This is a
national chauvinist stand, which
denies the duty to universally
support the dictatorship of the
proletariat wherever it exists,
and that we cannot ignore this du-
ty because some socialist coun-
tries are small, or because m the
oast, we have ignored the duty to
learn about all socialist coun-
tries In addition, the MLOC poin-
ted out the importance of build-
ing friendship associations with
the peoples of all socialist
countries — and that these asso-
ciations must be built primarily
on the friendship between the
working class of the socialist
countries and the U S.

At the same time, the need to
link concrete support for the

dictatorship of the proletariat

to the struggle of the national
liberation movements, the struggle
to oppose imperialist war, and the
revolutionary struggle of the work-
ing class in this country was
clearly presented

A genuine vanguard party must
actively and materially support
all national liberation movements
vhich objectively weaken imperial-
ism A clear teacher by negative
example here is the so called
Revolutionary Communist Party -
who has never undertaken a single
major national campaign in support
of national liberation movements,
and failed to mobilize the workers
in opposition to the war in Indo-
china (when they were the Revolu-
tionary Union) under the pretext
that the workers will not under-
stand this question). Our task is
to launch a massive campaign of
propaganda and agitation in support
of all genuine national liberation
movements, to actively mobilize
the masses in their support Our
failure to carry on this responsi-
bility leaves the workers vulner-
able to the influence of the re-
visionists and reformists, as was
the case around Angola, and to some
degree around Azania

At the same time, in discussing
the necessary preparations for
superpower war, the MLOC spoke to
the importance of our attitude to-
ward the state, the importance of
secret work, and the importance
of actually organizing to turn an
imperialist war into a civil war.

The basic Marxist-Lenmist
position on these three questions
was then linked to the struggle
for the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat in the U S , and the
three strategic tasks of forging
the vanguard communist party, the
united front and the armed revolu-
tionary struggle .

The MLOC reported to the work-
ers on the progress to forge the
vanguard communist party, the key
link in our revolutionary struggle
today

FORGE THE VANGUARD COMMUNIST PARTY
In this discussion the MLOC
briefly summed up the history for
the struggle for a party since the

degeneration of the "CPUSA in
1944, and spoke directly to the es-
sence of party building, the fusion
of communism with the workersl
movement In contrast to the ab-
stract discussions of groups such
as WWO and ATM about the "advanced
worker™, the MLOC pointed out how
industrial and political concen-
tration was essential to forging
a vanguard party and winning over
the advanced - a task which can-
not be accomplished by a left
bloc sitting m a closet in New
York or Los Angeles While all
the discussion about the advan-
ced worker had produced a lot of
heat, little light had resulted,
except for those Marxist-Lemn-
Ists who had actually taken this
question into the big factories ,
mills, mines and fields of this
country

A particularly-important point
raised was the question of what
kind of a party must we build The
MLOC has set out not to build a
party of a few dozen, ~a few hundred
or even a few thousand, but a party
of the millions of workers, p. party
which actually represents the ma-
jority of the people And further,
that this must be a party not only
for the working class, but of the
working class, that the working
class composition of the party
must be guaranteed

At the same time, it was point-
ed out that the truest test of pro-
letarian internationalism for the
working class m the US is the
stand toward the oppressed Black
Nation, in the Black Belt South -
and this ran as a revolutionary
thread throughout the entire pro-
gram

The program was concluded by

pointing out the necessity to link
the day-to-day struggles with the
final aims of our movement, com-
munist society That the vanguard
communist role is to link the
immediate struggle for economic
demands, defense of basic demo-
cratic rights, the struggle for
democracy and opposition to im-
perialist war with the protract-
ed struggle for a classless soci-
ety, communism

Again, on all of these ques-
tions, sharp two-line struggle
appeared There were those who
argued that we cannot link the
struggle for the dictatorship
of the proletariat to-the ques-
tion of national liberation
struggles, imperialist war and
party building There were those
who sought to divert the discus-
sion simply to the question of
party building

On one instance, in Washington,
D C., the WO and its associates
actually managed to disrupt the
presentation we outlined on the
pretext of the need to only dis-
cuss party building The events
of this struggle are outlined m
SEEK TO UNITE, NOT TO SPLIT.

CLASS STRUGGLE ADVANCED

The presentations made by the
CC of the MLOC represent a signi-
ficant advance for the workers*
struggle in this country, and an
important contribution toward de-
fining the true internationalist
character of the vanguard party we
are building The struggle of the
workers of this country was con-
cretely linked to the struggle of
the workers and oppressed pdople~~
of the world The key link of
party building today, which is the
necessity to fuse communism with
the workers " movement, was clearly
tied to the long-term tasks of pro-
letarian revolution, socialist--con-
struction and communism

In many parts of the country,
very significant advances were
achieved in building a genuine
multi-national program, indicating
the basic multi-national character
of the vanguard party we are build-
ing Many workers commented on the
bold, party style of work that was
presented, and the importance of
the internationalist stand toward
the tasks of the workers of this
country

Other workers m summing up the
events, pointed out how Marxism-
Leninism can become a torch which
illuminates and clarifies the road
ahead, connects all our various
tasks, orders them, and allows
us to carry forward the cause of
the proletariat with confidence
and self-assurance And further,
that through such discussion the
pressing need for a genuine van-
guard communist party, to unite
all these tasks as the fingers on
a single fist striking a death blow
at monopoly capitalism, becomes
clearer and clearer

In future articles the MLOC will
talk more of the concrete tasks of
proletarian internationalism and
the struggle to forge a united
front against the two superpowers

Today, two worlds stand facing
each other locked in combat, the
world of capital and the world of
labor As internationalists, the
workers of America will stand re-
solutely with the workers and op>
pressed people of the entire world
The victory of one is a victory for
all

WORKERS, OPPRESSED NATIONS, AND
PEOPLE OF TEE WORLD, UNITE”



HOW DO WE TAKE UP
STRUGGLE FOR CHILD-CARE?

With the cost of living increas- her first 30-60 day probation peri- should demand that national law

ing daily and wage increases trail-
ing far behind, mere and more wo-
men are leaving the household to
seek work The women®s movement has
brought pressure on the state and
industries to open up jobs for
women in all fields, resulting in
many companies having a quota of
positions to be filled by women
Although it has increased the pos-
sibilities for working women be-
yond the secretarial, service, and
domestic jobs, it is only a token
gesture because it is unaccompanied
by any means to making it possible

WHAT IS PREVENTING WOMEN®"S PARTI-
CIPATION. IN SOCIALIZED PRODUCTION9

One factor preventing”™ women from
getting jobs in production is the
lack of training provided by public
schools or by the state Jobs m
basic industry have opened up to
women In steel, for example, most
companies have a quota of jobs to
be filled specifically by women
But in the city of Pittsburgh, the
heart of the steel industry, there
are very few training programs to
teach women the skills they need
to work in a steel mill (There
are plenty of schools for book-
keeping, accounting, and business,
however ) Not surprisingly, Pitts-
burgh has the lowest percentage of
working women of any city in the
United States

Another factor keeping women out
of production is their equality on
paper, but harassment on the job
Many companies say, "Of course we
don"t discriminate against women
However, we do not yet have facili-
ties for women employees ' They
do not stay that they don"t intend
to have facilities for female em-
ployees But if a woman happens to
get hired at such a plant, chances
are, her presence there will be con-
sidered a joke She may have to
spend her breaks travelling to and
from the one women®s bathroom, she
will have to prove her brawn and
stamina, to foremen that expect her
to fail, and she may certainly have
to do perfect work to make it past

od Life for a women in a previous-
ly all-man shop is not a picnic —
especially when the company makes
it clear that this "equality" was
not their idea

But the biggest factor in pre-
venting women from entering pro-
duction on a large scale is their
double exploitation and oppression
as domestic slaves and wage-slaves
it is the. burden of their house-
hold responsibilities, primarily
child-care Child-care that Mark-
ing women can afford is a major
problem for both women looking
for work and those who have al-
ways worked
There are few if any companies in
the U S providing child-care for
their employees The only time
that child-care has been provided
by the state for working class
families, was during the"World
Wars, when women, as part of the
reserve army of labor, were called
upon to work m war production
After the wars, the child-care
centers disappeared, along with
the jobs for women

Today the majority of women are
still locked into the role of
housewife The narrow, individual
household unit limits women®"s par-
ticipation m the class struggle
It does not place her side by side
with other workers m socialized
labor, bpt keeps her in a feudal-
type production unit, necessarily
limiting her world view and abili-
ty to work for the class

The ability of capitalism to
provide jobs for women is very
limited, but women"s need for jobs
will continue and increase Along
with it will increase the demand
for child-care

IS CHILD-CARE A WOMEN®"S DEMAND9

There is particular importance
in the demand for child-care for
women But child-care is a demand
of the entire class The lack of
child-care is a problem which con-
fronts both families and single
parents It is a problem for work-
ing people of all national back-
grounds Public child-care and
other facilities to take the res-
ponsibilities of the individual
household off women®s shoulders,
frees them to take part in social-
ized production It has been to
the advantage of the bourgeoisie
to keep women m individual house-
hold units When women have gotten
jobs on a large scale, it has been
because the needs of capitalism
demanded it By taking women m
and out of production — at lower
wages then men, and with no promis-
es of job security from the bos-
ses — capitalism has also been
able to drive down the wages and
working conditions of the men
The labor of women in production
outside the home has been used by
the bourgeoisie as a material
threat to men"s jobs, and as a
means to divide the class

It is to the advantage of the
working class as a whole to free
women to take part in united action
against the bourgeoisie Raising
women®"s position in society will
raise the conditions and fighting
ability of the class as. a whole

The degree to which the working
class can successfully wage strug-
gle against the bourgeoisie, is
the degree to which women can
take part in that struggle And
the long-term equality of women
will be determined by their level
of participation m the class
struggle

WHO SHOULD SUPPLY THE CHILD-CARE9

The struggle should be for the
companies to provide child-care
to the workers and their families,
at no reduction in tneir wages and
other benefits However, the stru-
ggle should not be directed at in-
dividual companies alone, but

require the provision of child-
care The socialization of indiv-
idual household tasks needs to
be done on the broadest scale
possible, which will only begin
to be achieved under socialism
This process is a protracted one-
one which involves many other de-
mands in addition to child-care,
and which cannot be complete un-
til class society is entirely
crushed Although it is possible
that such public facilities could
be provided under capitalism, the
nature of class society would mean
that they necessarily would be
operated for profit, so that they
would still be a source of ex-
ploitation of the class

Even so, the demand must be
raised to the level of the bour-
geois State, so that the strug-
gle can be taken up on a national
scale

WHO SHOULD TAKE UP THE STRUGGLE9

The trade unions — the organi-
zed representatives of the united
.interests of the working class.
The trade unions are the broadest
organizations of the working class,
providing a network of comnfunica-
tion and action among men and wo-
men, among workers of all national
backgrounds, through industries
and to other industries, national
and international The unions are
capable of representing the inter-
ests of the entire working class,
as well as the special demands of
particular groups of workers, by
responding to the problems that
the workers face as an oppressed
and exploited class Historically
the unions have proved to be a
powerful weapon of the working
class struggling m unity against
the bourgeoisie

Presently the unions are in the
hands of the bourgeoisie They are
a tool of the bourgeoisie for
maintaining their control over the
working class, and are therefore
consciously operated to keep the
class divided This is apparent
by the attitude of the trade unions
historically toward working women
The unions have served to deepen
the divisions m the class among

women and men by failing to organi-
ze women or allow them in the ranks
of major unions, by maintaining
the gap between men and women®s
wages and positions, and by fail-
ing to take up the questions of
special importance to women such
as maternity leave, child-care,
and job training

But the historic role of the
trade unions is as organizing
centers of the class against the
bourgeoisie. They remain to be re-
captured by the working class and
used to struggle for just such
needs as child-care

The demand for child-care
should also be taken up by other
organizations of the masses such
as multi-national women®s organi-
zations, community organizations,
and welfare rights groups Above
all, it should be raised and pro-
moted by the .arty of the working
class The communist party would
have the ability to cooidinate the
separate struggles of the working
class for child-care into a power-
ful and consistent campaign As
well, the party would best be able
to link the struggle for child-
care to other demands of the work-
ing class, showing the unity of
interests of all workers, and the
devotion of the party to serve
them Both internally and among
the nmsc-s the party would practice
and promote the equality of all
toiling and oppressed people The
party will lay the material basis
for this to be practices] through-
out society by leading the prole-
tariat to the seizure of state
power

e
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HOW DO WE TAKE UP THE STRUGGLE FOR
CHILD-CARE9

First of all, the need for
child-care is not new to working
people. It is a problem that every
family has faced, either with their
cwn children, or as children that
were shuttled from Grandma®s to
Auntie"s every other day. It is
not new to employed women who
"'choose" between spending a good
deal of time watching and chauf-
fenng their children, or sendin®®
them to a day-care center that they
can barely afford. This is no small
matter when one-third of the U S.
fami lies headed by women are at or
below the poverty level Most any
working person has a sister, mo-
ther, or friend who has experienced
the problem of child-care, if they
have not experienced it themselves
The problem needs to be raised to
the level of a demand

Start with the conditions in
your work-place Are there women
employees9 What do they do about
cnild-care9 Older women who are
no longer raising children will
have experiences and ideas Women
who have not yet had children have
probably thought about it

What about the men9 Do their
wives and girlfriends work9 Hew
do they handle child-care9 Are
there single men with children9
They will certainly have ideas

IT there are no women in your
work-place, find out why not If
you are one of just a few women
in your shop, find out if the
company has a quota, find out if
there is a history of women being
hired on probation then fired the
day before it is up

Ask the workers in your plant
how many children they have, what
they pay for child-care, and if
the child-care is adequate for
their needs and their childrens*

If there is no union in your
shop, find out why not |If there
is a union, are there many women
in it9 (Lack of child-care can
keep women-from union meetings,
too") Has the problem of child-
care for employees ever been
raised at a union meeting9 If
it hasn"t been, raise it

Come to know the needs of the
workers and their families m your
plant, and raise their needs to
a concrete demand Make your union
serve its purpose by serving the
needs of the class Take the de-
mand for child-care home to your
community also, and get your fel-
low workers to do the same De-
mand that child-care be mandatory
under national law

The struggle for child-care
taken up by the trade unions and
other mass organizations, is an
important demand around which unity
can te built among all workers
The struggle for child-care is
both a question of the short
and long-term equality of women
in society, and of the unity of
the class

Communists and advanced workers
need not wait for the demand to
be raised by the masses themselves
there are plenty of reasons in
their conditions under capitalism
that tell them not to We will
win the trust of the masses by al-
ways taking the first steps in
their behalf against the bourgeoi-
sie [ j
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January 21 of this year marks
the 53rd anniversary of the death
of Vladimir I. Lenin, founder of
the Russian Bolshevik Party, her-
oic leader of the Great October
Revolution, Chairman of the Coun-
cil of Peoples®™ Commissars and of
the the Council of Labor and De-
fense of the first socialist
state in the history of the world,
and founder of the Conmunist In-
ternational

One year after Lenin®s birth
in 1871 the world saw the first
dress rehearsal of the proletar-
ian revolution, the epoch-making
uprising of the Paris Commune
Following the counterrevolution-
ary destruction of the Comnune,
Marx stated that the "Principles
of the Commune are eternal and
indestructible”, and that the
working class cannot simply lay
hold of the ready-made state ma-
chinery and use it for its own
purposes Forty-six years after
this historic lesson, the Russian
October Revolution continued and
developed this principle of Marx-
ism with the establishment of the
Dictatorship of the Proletariat
under the leadership of Lenin
Thus, under the glorious red ban-
ner of Leninism, dawned a new era
in human history,
letarian Revolution

Although Lenin had repeatedly
demonstrated the correct applica-
tion of Marxism to the conditions

of the Russian revolutionary move-

ment as early as 1893, it was

through the October Revolution that

Lenin®s call resounded throughout
the world, a call that terrified
the bourgeoisie internationally
and at the same time mobilized

d transformed the international

Fidel Castro’s
Comrade Jonas Savimbi, the
President of the National Union

for Total Independence of Angola
(UNITA), writing from the party"s
mobile headquarters inside Ango-
la on October 1, 1976, stated

“North-South, East-West, An-
gola has becore a vast ceme-
tery the Cubans are killing,
raping women, and oppressing
the survivors just like the
Portuguese during colonialism
But our ""-fatherland has risen
againl Bie Province no7a
fortress of our peoples”™ re-
sistance, Huambo Province has
become a quicksand for the Cu-
bans, the entire Mexico Pro-
vince is a training field for-
our people, and the Provinces
of Cunene and Cuando-Cubango
are a ring of fire We are
sure victory is within the
reach of the struggling peo-
ple of Angola. Our confidence
grows clearer and stronger be-
cause the illustrious sons and
daughters of Angola are on
their feet, learning fast thro-
ugh suffering, while the liars
and opportunists have fled

For the freedom and liberty of
our people,
er majority of the people of
Angola to seize their rightful
power supremacy, we must pay
the prj.ee in time, men and wom-
en Avante* "

that of the Pro-

troops continue

for the peasant-work-August and September,

LONG LIVE LENINISM!

working class in such a way as to
set the basis for carrying out
their historic mission, the over-
throw of moribund and decadent
capitalism, the establishment of
the dictatorship of the proletar-
iat, socialist construction, the
eventual elimination of classes
and exploitation of man by man,
and the realization of Communism

Lenin"s call is powerful only
because it is correct It is cor-
rect because it is based on the
science of Marxism which explains
the laws of development of nature
and society It is correct because
its theoretical foundation is dia-
lectical and historical material-
ism And finally, because it comes
out of objective reality and in
the objective world has proven it-
self the most correct, most scien-
tific and the most revolutionary
truth

After the death of the great
proletarian teachers, Marx and
Engels, the international workers*”
movement was set adrift by the
rank opportunism and social chauv-
inism of the leaders of the Second
International It was against these
renegades that Lenin drew a clear
course for the international pro-
letariat, denouncing their "so-
cialism in words, imperialism in

deeds, the growth of opportunism
into imperialism” (Collected
Works, Vol 29, P 63) It was in

his valiant struggle against im-
perialism and opportunism of all
kinds, especially revisionism,
that Lenin inherited, defended and
developed Marxism to a new and hi-
gher stage, the stage of Leninism
Comrade Stalin teaches us that
"Leninism is Marxism of the era of
imperialism and of the proletar-
ian revolution" (Stalin, WORKS,
Vol 6, P 63)

Leninism was developed in and
is applied to the struggle against
imperialism and in relation to its
opposite, opportunism and revision-
ism The great red flag of Leninism
was fFirst unfurled over the US in
1915 concerning the two-line strug-
gle over support of the war— nat-
ional chauvinism or true internat-
ionalism Then again in 1918 and
1919 in letter to American workers
and to the workers of Europe and
America, Lenin explained the in-
ternational duty of defense of the

to kill

dictatorship of the proletariat
against bourgeois reaction and the
nature of the social-traitors, the
""Gomperses' and the labor aristo-
cracy, 'agents of the bourgeoisie
in the working class movement"

On numerous questions of trade
unions Lenin split assunder the
notions of dual unionism, pure and
simple trade unionism, the over-
estimation of spontaneity and the
underestimation of conscious rev-
olutionary action, all historic
trends in the U S

Lenin clearly analyzed the
nature of imperialism as reaction
all along the line, statirg,

of capitalism” and contemporary

war "arises out of the very nature

of imperialism”
P 168, Vol 29, P
with the Leninist theory of the
state places social-chauvinist
groups such as the "Communist"
Party, U 8 A

(W, Vol 15,

sie Their bidder for the presid-
ency of the US bourgeois state,
Gus Hall, lies to the people that
they will *cut the military bud-
get by 80% and “outlaw racism™"*

Leninism teaches the U S work-

ing class what revisionism is and
how, if in state power, it will

bring about the most ferocious re-
such as was seen in Germany

action,
after the imperialist World War
I Not applying the teachings of
Lenin on revisionism, imperialism
and the role of continuous class
struggle even under the dictator-
ship of the proletariat,
U S centrists into covering for
the counterrevolutionary 'new
Tsars" of the USSR and,attacking
the upholders of Marxism-Leninism
Leninism has guided the work-
ing class movement m the U S
on the national question, point-
ing out the strong tendency of
national chauvinism within our
movement This has led the way
to a continuous two-Ime strug-
gle, beginning with the, "C"PUSA
in the early half of the century
to the recent struggle against
the oppressor nation chauvinism
and liquidationism of such groups
as the Revolutionary Communist
Party, USA, the Communist Labor
Party, the Progressive Labor Par-
ty, and more recently, the Phila-

and maim

Even though Fidel Castro has promised to withdraw Cuban troops
from Angola since last May, as many as 10,000 Cuban troops still

remain to 'assist"

the Neto rovernment still centered
At this time the civil war m Angola continues,

in Luanda
especially in the

southern areas where the Benguela Railroad has been consistently

closed by UNITA forces
along the rail
perialism and Cuban adventurism,

Today UNITA fighters and the population
line are standing firm against Soviet social-imp-

vowing to drive the Cubans and

Russians from Angolan so,l and to eliminate the oppression of

«the Angolan people
UNITA Central

Angola is now "a vast cemetery"
for both Angolans and Cubans More
tlan 20,000 Cuban troops are servt
mg their tour of combat duty in
Angola, killing, raping, maiming,
exploiting the people, and also
getting wounded and killed® Thou-
sands of Cubans have already died
and many more will die as Soviet
cannon fodder on the battlefield
in Angola Fidel Castro has com-
mitted the Cuban people to such
treacherous, ignominious role a-
gainst Angola, against Cuba, a-
gainst the Third World, at the
pay of Soviet social imperialism

Throughout the months of July,
1976, the
Provinces of Huambo, Bie, and Mox-
ico along the Benguela railway,
and Huila, Cunene and Cuando-Cu-
bango on the southern border came
under repeated ground and air

The following is a recent communique from the
Committee on their stand towards the Cuban Meraen-

raids by large contingents of Cu-
ban troops supported by Soviet
tanks and MIG bombers Hundreds
of villages have been destroyed
by this massive offensive The
Napalm bomb has been used against
defenseless civilian population,

especially along the Benguela rail-
way which they have so desperately

in vain tried to
True,
tinuing war in Angola ceased last

reopen

July when Western journalists were
expelled from Angola by the Luanda

government of MPLA-Agostinho Neto
Moreover, the international power
brokers wish to maintain the Sov-
let-Cuban solution to Angola, it
is not in their interest to pub-
licize the continuation of a war
they thought they had won(or all-
owed to win ) But, despite

this conspiratorial silence, the

"'con-
temporary militarism is the result

168) This along

, as clear covers for
the bloody designs of uie bourqgeoi-

leads the

the people

press coverage on the con-

delphia Workers® Organizing Com-
mittee Only under the great ban-
ner of Leninism will this oppor-
tunism be smashed in order that
the multi-national working class
may sieze state power and estab-
lish the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat in the U S 1

Lenin, as the leader and foun-
der of the great Bolshevik Comnu-
nist Party, has demonstrated
through theory and practice what
the nature of the instrument of
the seizure and consolidation of
state power and elimination of
classes will be. This great in-
strument is the Communist Party,
a party of the new type, a Marx-
Ist-Lemnist party.*Leninism
teaches the U S. working class
there will- be no victory without
such a party, a party that has
mastered the advanced theory of
Marxism-Leninism, purged itself
of all opportunist and revision-
ist pollution This party must
approach its successes. and falT-~
ureshwith-Leninist*principles
of criticism and self criticism
and have close ties to the mass-
es in the making of history Such
is the Party of Lenin® The crea-
tion of such a party is the cen-
tral task of the multi-national
working class This party is Our
Leninist heritage”

On the death of the great -
leader of the international
proletariat and oppressed peo-
ples, Comrade Stalin vowed in
the name of the party

"We communists are people
of a special mould We are
made of a special stuff
We are those who form the
army of the great proletar-
,, 1an strategist, the arny of
Comrade Lenin. There is
nothing higher than the hon-
our of belonging to this army
There is nothing higher than
the title of member of the
Party whose founder and lead-
er is Comrade Lenin "

LONG LIVE GREAT MARXISM*

LONG LIVE GREAT LENINISM*

DONG LIVE GREAT MAO TSETUNG THOUGHT®

in Angola
truth leaks out and imposes itself
And despite the formidable Soviet-
Cuban military apparatus, Angola
has 'risen again" just like it
did against Portuguese colonial
rule

The Soviet-Cuban puppet minor-
ity government of Agostinho Neto
is bound to crumble because the
people of Angola want freedom,
liberty and a DEMXRATIC govern-
ment of national unity controlled
by the peasant-worker majority,
free from any foreign imperialist
or social imperialist tutelage
Right now, as one Latin American
newspaper quoted NATO information
sources m Brussels (Belgium) on
October 4, 1976,

"most of Angola®s territory is
outside the control of Neto"s
Luanda government Neto®s gov-
ernment controls only one third
of the country The guerillas
of UNITA . have been carrying
out their attacks and liberat-
ing more and more territory "



MINERS PENSIONS

AND THE STRUGGLE TO SMASH CLASS EXPLOITATION

In 1974 many changes were made
in United Mine Markers (UW) con-
tract provisions dealing with mi-
ners® health and pension benefits
which can only be seen as improve-
ments over the crumbs previously
offered under Tony Boyle At the
September UMW convention in Cin-
cinnatti many more additional im-
provements were aimed for in the
contract negotiations scheduled
for next year. These improvements,
however, both those proposed and
those already gained, fail to
deal with the basic question of
the exploitation of miners under
the capitalist system of wage
slavery and actually serve to
further strengthen the chains
which bind coal miners to capi-
talism by providing both the com-
panies and the UMW bureaucrats
with one more weapon in their
struggle to stifle the militant
movement of rank and file miners
and the rising tide of working-
%ci35 revuxi:— on The issue of
miners® pensions is t __  ex-
ample of the fact that under im-
perialism even the most modest
demands of the masses are incom-
patible with the existence of
capitalist society Because of
this, the struggle for these de-
mands must necessarily become a
struggle for the abolition of
classes and class exploitation

With the ratification of the
1974 contract with the Bituminous
Coal Operators of America (BCOA),
pensions for miners retiring be-
fore 1977 were increased from

&150/month, to $250/month, while
payments for those retiring af-
ter 1977 will average $350/month
with some, depending on the number
of years m the mines and age at
retirement, getting up to $500/
month  Although it is clear that
these figures represent a sub-
stantial and badly-needed improve-
ment in pension benefits, they

are also a reflection of the ri-
sing degree of exploitation which

miners must endure in order to
receive pension benefits which are
rhrectiy tied to productivity in
the mines.

The income of the pension fund,
except for the 2-3% gained through
investment, is entirely dependent
on contributions made bv coal com-
panies based either on the ton-
nage of coal mined alone or on
a combination of tonnage and
number of hours worked As a
result of the 1974 contract,
this per-ton royalty which coal
companies pay has been increased
from 88C to $1 70 In spite of
this increase, the actual reality
which these figures represent can
be seen in the.instance of a mi-
ner who retires at age 60 after
30 years in the mines on a pen-
sion of $400/month and lives for
another fifteen years In order
to collect what"s due "jju, he
wonM p~r.-"onaiiy have to produce
at least 42,000 tons of coal for
a pension totalling $4,800/year<

With less than $5000/year be-
tween them, many pensioned miners
and their wives are forced to take
on part-time jobs, spend their
life"s savings, sell their homes,
go on welfare, or else depend

on their working sons and daughters

to supplement their income For
miners unable to work because of
Black Lung or other job-related
disabilities, things are even
tougher, and solutions come
harder >

While the struggle of working
miners for a sufficient pension

has forced concessions from the
coal companies, the companies in
turn have cashed m on every op-
portunity to turn these conces-
sions around so that they serve
their own interests With this
aim in mind, the companies have
used the question of pension fun-
ding to divide miners, thereby
preventing their united action,
and to exploit mine workers with
even greater efficiency by direct-
ly binding their future security
to the amount of coal produced
In order to accomplish this the
actions of the UMW bureaucrats
like Arnold Miller have been m-
dispensible

Although the UMW bureaucrats
have said that "productivity is
the company®s problem'™, they have
also not hesitated to be 'co-
operative” One of the ways in
which these traitors have '"co-
operated” is in using the question
of pension funding to divide pen-
sioners and older miners from
younger miners and play on the
concern of all miners for the
financial solvency of their
union

-="The rate of exploitation of

coal miners, as reflected in the
out-put per man-hour, m the U S
is five tomes that of miners in
Britain and four times that of
miners in W Germany, the only
toko countries even approaching
the productivity figures for the
U S coal industry This incre-
dible rate of productivity has
held disastrous consequences for
miners, with a death fiqure of
121 in 1976

With rising exploitation and
its consectuences rank and file
miners have increasingly taken
up the strike as a basic and es-
sential weapon of defense. As
the strike movement in the coal
fields has grown both the opera-

GROWING OLD UNDER CAPITALISM

AND THE NEED FORA COMMUNIST PARTY

For working women over 62 and
men over 65, retirement is no va-
cation The cost of living shoots
up, while your social security
check isn"t even half vhat your
paycheck used to be And on top
of that, society treats you like
you"re all used-up, useless peo-
ple who can"t think for themselves
anymore, and now really are just
a burden on society It"s no won-
der that so many old people them-
selves can"t see the purpose m
living

Old age for the working class
under capitalism is an experience
that no one should have to go
through. Workers in their 50%s and
60"s have a hard time keeping
their jobs, and have an even harder
time finding a new job if they are
fired or layed-off, m spite of
the fact that discrimination on
the basis of age is prohibited by
law After age 65, many quite
able workers are retired"regard-
less of \hether they want to be
or not, because this also is a
law After taking away their jobs,
the state makes only a token ges-
ture of caring for older people

Social security benefits are
so small that many people are
forced to move out of their hares
and into apartment houses or
"'senior citizen retirement cen-
ters" when they are in their 60°%s
or 70"s. The maximum monthly so-
cial security payment is $387 30,
hardly enough to pay for taxes,
rents, food, medical care, etc ,
and a far cry from a worker"s
average monthly means Social
security payments can hardly
stretch from month to month, so
that many people are unable to
eat well, or to heat their hones
during the winter.

This, of course, increases
the chances of becoming ill, or
of making chronic illnesses worse

People®s health, which should be
excellent with the number of hos-
pitals, doctors, special clinics,
and the vast scientific research
done m the US., is actually
quite poor because the vast major-
ity of people are unable to afford
it Medicare, the health "insur-
ance" supplied by the state for
those over 65, requires a yearly
payment from each patient before
it can be used This year the
patient payment jumped up over
19% to $124 00 Those who need
medical care the most because
they have worked a life-time in
a deafening machine shop and
their hearing is damaged, be-
cause they stood on a cement
floor feeding a printing press
for 30 or 40 years and their
spine is injured, because they
have spent ten hours a day, six
days a week, week after week for
years bent over a sewing machine
in the near-dark and their eye-
sight is fading, because they
have spent the good part of their
lives in the dark and dust of a
coal mine and they are dying of
Black Lung- these are the people,
who m their old age, are least
able to see a doctor Working
people who were more able to take
care of their medical needs when
they were receiving a wage, are
forced to put off medical care
indefinitely after retirement,
because in the land of plenty,
pensions are scarce As a result,
a large number of old people must
take their problems to the emer-
gency roan

On the job, middle-aged and
older workers start to become a
burden for the capitalists While
sane workers-may be hired for
part-time-or temporary labor, and
others are forced to work overtime,
older workers are often threatened
with losing their jobs Older

workers are never ‘productive
enough' for the capitalists, who
are trying to speed-up the work,
force overtime, and in any other
way, cut costs. The capitalists
have a particular noose around
the neck of older workers and
that noose is the pension.

Markers need their pension
in addition to social security
payments in order to meet their
needs adequately after retire-
ment But in order to get it, they
must stay with the company until
retirement age, regardless of the
conditions at their workplace And
this only applies to companies
which have a pension for the work-
ers The same '"benefactor', the
state, which makes laws prohibiting
age discrimination, has no provi-
sion for demanding companies to
give pensions to"the workers,
therefore aiding the capitalists
in their exploiting of the working
class.

If workers are layed off at
this age, they have a hard time
finding new jobs Many workers who
have been with a company for ten
years or more will be forced out

on the street when the shop closes
down, changes hands, or cuts pro-

duction, so that they must start
from scratch on a new pay scale,
new seniority list, and a new
pension And this pattern may very
well repeat itself several times
in their life

While capitalism is crumbling

down around the shoulders of the
bourgeoisie, they must do every-
thing in their power to prevent
its downfall, and to maintain
their profits Something has to
give somewhere, of course, and
that is why more and more is taken
from the working class This ac-
counts for the rising cost of
medical care, housing, and food,
and the decreasing worth of wor-
kers wages and social security
And it means that the capitalists
cut back the number of workers

to whom wages and benefits must
be payed to as few as possible,
while heightening the exploita-
tion of the employed workers
through overtime and speed-up
Capitalism in crisis is unable

to afford employment of all work-
ers, which is obvious from the
"official”™ national unemployment
average of 7.9%.

Older workers are just one
group within the whole working
class who face this squeeze. The
poverty and degenerating health
facing workers after retirement
is used by the capitalists to
exert upon them a most cruel
form of oppression

In capitalist society, the
producers of all ages are not
cherished Older workers® wealth
of experience, wisdom, and con-
tributions to society are not re-
cognized, they are only consider-
ed useful as long as they produce
profit for the capitalist
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tors and the UMW bureaucrats have
iisce lose of every and all means to
counter this movement in the in-
terests of productivity, including
the question, of pension and health
funding

The bureaucrats of the UMW have
stated that the large number of
wildcats which have shaken the
coal industry since 1957 have
""threatened the stability of the
UMWA health and retirement funds"
and that "regardless of the issues
involved, these strikes have been
most damaging not to the coal com-
panies but to the funds which UMWA
members fought for generations to
Our activities today threa-
ten the safety and security of the
men and women who built our union "

Echoing such demagogic appeals
have been the insistent statements
of the BCOA that "sustained pro-
duction is impossible with wild-
cat strikes Sustained benefits
are impossible without produc-

NMovement

The following is part three of Lenin and the
Trade Unions by Arnold Losovsky, the head of
the Red International of Trade Unions It con-
tains many valuable lessons for the development
and implementation of a Marxist-Lenmist posi-
tion on trade imion work by drawing out the
lessons of the Bolshevik experience and the im-
portance of Lenin"s position on trade unions
for proletarian revolution in the rest of the
capitalist world

Foi the evolution of the opinions of the R S D L P in
geneial and of its Bolshevist section m particulai trade
union questions the iesolutions of the Stockholm and Lon-
don congiesses aie extremely chaiacteiistic and significant
At the Stockholm Party Congiess the Mensheviks had a ma-
jority and consequently the formulation which the congress
gave to the attitude ot the paity towaids the trade unions
bears the earmarks of Menshevist ideology Point lour of

tion " The messages of both are the resolution of the Stockholm congress States that ‘the
clear produce and everything will economic struggle will Idling about a permanent betterment
be fine, everyone will benefit, of the condition of the working masses and a ciystallization

refuse to produce and you hurt
yourselves  The mutual purpose
of these collaborators is equally
clear — to maintain productivity
through the sweat and blood of
miners as the only means of main-
taining profits

During the massive wildcats
which hit the coal fields this
sunnier, A Miller repeatedly at-
tempted to intimidate and divide
striking miners with threats that
such "illegal work stoppages"
would cut off pension funds, bank-
rupt and ultimately destroy the
union altogether Miller, m
fact, has delivered the ultimatum
that if there is "another work
stoppage before the end of 1977
the obligations (of the pension
fund) cannot be met "

of a genuine class organization only it it is piopeilv co-or-
dinated with the political struggle ot the pioletanat Thus
it is a question of merely co-ordinating the snuggle The
congi ess also urged on the othei hand that ‘the paitv should
suppoit the woikers in their tendency to oiganizein trade
unions and do everything possible towaids the toiillation of
neutral trade unions The very formulation of this point
forced us to think for we Bolsheviks do not speak ot neutral
unions  We speak' of unaffiliated unions and between un-
affihated and neutral there is a difteience

In opposition to this resolution which was favoied by a
majority ot the congress that is by the Mensheviks the
Bolshevist taction moved us own lesolution on the trade
union question which was dinvn up of course with the
active participation ot Lenin Tile iesolutioii ot the Bolshe-
vist faction puts tl e question ot partisanship oil quite a dif-
ferent basis The congress believes the resolution states
that the paity should make everv ettoit to educate the union
workers in the spun ot a clear understanding ot the class
struggle and ot the socialist tasks of the tiadc unions m
oidei by its activity to gam actual control dvet the lunons
and that, ultimately these unions might under ceitam con-
ditions directly affiliate to the party without ot course 11X
ptllin0 that non part members kou see that this iotmu-
lation contains a stiong cleailv Bolshevist deflection though
it does not et exniuit the cleai cut, film Bolshevist Ifiie" ot
the tutuie which was evolved as a ’result ot greater experi-
ence m the revolutionaiy tiade union movement

How is the expression tin unions might affiliate to the
party to be understood' It means organizational connec-
tions! ‘between the unions wuul the paitv which liowevei
will secure the tiboi movement against opportunism only it
the paitv is suffii tenth povveilul to direct the unions We
have countries «!’ax « die unions aie not oiUv affiliated to
the paitv but where drey have thenisc lves created the paitv
In Noivyav as vou knovl the paitv committee ind tin* Tiade
Linon Council tie elected at one and the same meeting We
thus see that the Bolsiievist resolution at the Stockhol u <di-
gress contams a defiinte su np revolutionu v obviousl inti
Menshevist approach *o the question vtt this toiinulation
is not sufficiently deal cut toi the Bolshevist outlook It did
not develop m a day It was not created it once but giew
giadually and civstalhzed with the giovvth ot the laboi move-

ment _itself )
Between the Stockholm congress which was held m

1900 ahd the London congress a yeal ot oi gamzation and
practical activities transpired In Russia the snuggle be-
tween the Mensheviks and Bolsheviks was waged all along
the front mcludn g also the trade union front so that the
London congress as expressed in the resolution on the tiade
union question marked a further Step toiwaid in respect of
making a clearer foimuHlion ot the relations between the
paity and the unions and ot the crystallization ot tile atti-
tude of the paity rowaids the verv intricate question ot the
place and lole ot the tiade unions m the genet il class stmg
gle ot the pioletanat At the London congress tile question
of the relations beteen the paitv and the unions was Heated
in a veiv short resolution which ends as tallows Pile con
gress reminds the paity organizations and the Social Demo-
ciats working m the trade unions that one ot the tund mien
tal tasks ot the social detnouatic activities within the Union
is To promote trade union ieconmtion of the spuitual lead
etship ot the Social Democrat ¢ Pam and the establishment
of organizational connections with tlitm and where the local
conditions make it possible to put this decision into edict
We thus have a foimulation which Iccognizes tile spy tr-
ual leadership ot the party and calls tor oigamzational con-
nections between it and the unions though not tor oigan-
Izational unity these two turns aie tai from being identical
m then meaning Organizational connections at that peuod
were understood to mean mutual re-presentation The paity
had its delegate m the Trade Union Council oi as it was
"then called in the Central Buic.au ot Tiade Unions but the
question, of whether this buieau as a |l oigamzation ought to
have a repiesentative on the party committee was lepeatecily
discussed but remained unsettled The Bolshevik position
on this question was quite cleag Representatives from the
trade unions should be persuaded to engage m party woik
the party itself should participate in the woik ot the \Tiade
Union Bureau but no representative ot this Cential Buieau
should be invited to the paity committee kou see how with
the growth of the Russian labor movement the struggle with-
in tfe Social Democratic Paity was shaipetting and two

cont p 10

In the socialist countries,
where society is based on conmon
ownership of property and the de-
velopment of the productive forces
to serve society, the people are
considered the most valuable
Older people are respected for
their knowledge and experience
and honored for their work in
building society They are not
forcibly retired in their 60°s,
but continue to work, either at
their own jobs, or in training
other workers, or in running com-
munity centers.

The coitmumst party in the soc-
ialist countries sees to it that
society develops to serve all the
people, and not just a chosen few
as it is under capitalism. The
party guides the development of
agriculture, education, and medi-
cal care in the country to bring
the conditions and opportunities
of the peasantry and agricultural
workers up to the level of the
population as a whole And the
party lays down in law that equal-
ity will exist among all people
The constitu .ion of the People®s
Socialist Republic of Albania and
the Marriage Law of the Peoples”
Republic of China, for example,
both call for the responsibility
on the part of all families to the
younger and older members, unable
to care for themselves. The genu-
ine equality which the law re-
quires is ensured by the economic,
political and social life that
the working people have built-un-
der the leadership of the comnunist
party

No such equality can exist un-
der capitalism The poverty, hun-
ger, and degenerating health ex-
perienced by workers after retire-
ment is a product of the society
which holds individual profit
above the well-being of the major-
ity of the people The conditions
of old people under capitalism are
jJust one aspect of the conditions
experienced by the working class
as a whole The conditions of old
people again raises the need for
a oomnumst party in the United
States, to lead the working class
to the overthrow of capitalism
and the building of socialism so
that older workers, and the entire
working class, will never live in
this way again

Lenin and the Trade Union

By A LOSOVSKY

tendencies were taking shape developing two distinct lines
on everv question including alsp the trade union question
The first line calling for paiallel return- bv the paitv and the
trade unions ultimately culminated in the ideology ot the
independence and neutrality of the trade unions the second
line calling toi close co-opeiation a close line-up and the
spmttial leadership ot the paity ovei the unions culminated
m that toiin ot the tiade union movement which we now
have lieie m sovlet- Russia

Lenin again stated his views oil the question of the trade
unions m an aiticle Tiade Union Neutrality published il-
legally m 1908 ('The Pioletanan Febiuary 19 1908) Here
the question ot trade union neutiality is raised with parti-
culai acuteness and we find some of those foimulaes with
Which we meet m the post-ievolutionary work of Lenm In
this aiticle Lenm wiote The class interests of the bour-
geoisie inevitably produce a tendency to limit the unions to
small nairow activities oil the basis of the existing system
to lemove them from am association with socialism and
the neutrality theory is the ideological garb of these bour-
geois tendencies Dining the eailv development of
the political and n rue union movement m Emope there was
giound toi rdvotum, the neutialitv ot the unions as a
means to expand the ongnial basis of the pioletanan struggle
duimg the eia ot its relative undevelopment and the absence
ot anv systematic pressure against the unions on the pait
of the bouigeoisie At the piesent time theie is no place for
trade union neuti thtv nom the point ot view ot the interna-
tional social deiiloi lav \

This was written m 190s iftei the Stuttgait Congiess

Taking the Russian laboi movement between
1908’ and 1914 we tmd heie first a peuod of ‘reaction
which lasted appioximateh up to the beginning of 1912 and
then a brief period embracing the 'ears 1912-1,-11 which
weie years of an mdustnal expansion and of a reviv'd of the
lahoi movement During this revival of the Russian labor
movement m 1912-11-14 the Bolshevik attitude towaids the
trade unions assumed peifecth definite and cleat rut foinrs
The struggle against the Mensheviks was centered at that
time on the question of the extent to which 'he legal condi-
tions should be utilized the strengthening of the illegal putv
and the supiemacv or spiritual leadeiship over the legal trade
lumohs bv the illegal paitv  In eveiv mid ot laboi aitivity
and particularly m the trade union field Lenin stiomuHiMv
fought for spiritual control bv tilt illegal paitv oi gamzaiiam-
I shall not dwell at length upon that period but ..hall pass
over to'the nroie recent period in the Russian laboi move-
ment and to the theoietical and practical questions which
were connected with its development and the role which
Lenin placed m the formulation of the Communist viewpoint
on the trade union movement

Aou know that beginning with Febuiarv 1917 Russia
has expeitented @ stormv development of trrde unionism
Russia which enteied the ievolution with but a few unions
had three and a half months latei bv the -time of the Thud
trade union conference one and one-half million organized
workers At this conft rence (tune 20 2S 1917) there was a
collision between the Bolsheviks and the Mensheviks This
time in a new situation under the conditions of the unfold-
ing revolution the old conflict flared up again with r<newer!
vigor The conference was dominated bv Mensheviks and
Social Revolutionists Consequently the trade muon tasks

as formulated bv it bear a definite stamp of Meiishtvisni
During the period of revolution the period of the lapid

development of events of the development of conflicts at
the time when the third trade union conference was m ses-
sion Lenm wrote two articles on the trade union question

focussing his attention upon the,organization of the agrieul-
tuial woikei- On ike ‘'airfare theie appeals to b“ no con-

nection hotwien the r-arlo union conference and Lenins arr
tick's on the iicauo >oi an Agricultural Woikeis | mon but
it wc read this artic Ip carefully if we view it from the angle
of Ihe unfolding sti'img'e of that period and of the role which
the peasant misses were to piiv in our revolution it will
become cleai win a ho end ot June when events wete
following fast upon each othei Lenin laistd the question
of the organization of a Farm AVoikers Union Lenin wrote
‘The basic idle or the paitv the first commandment ot everv
Hide union movement Should be' Do not lelv upon the
state reh oniv upon h° power of vottr class The state is
an oigamzation of fin cla-s m power Do not relv upon
promises fielv upon the power nt union and upon the con
sciolism's® Of \oui cia— And he continues further on The
Farm AAoikers Umbn must theiefoie at once raise as its
task not merely the improvement of the conditions of the
workers but paiticn'ar’v rhe piotection-of then interests as a
class during the coaling gieat agrarian transformation
Ae see thit at h° rime the confeience was m spssiou
hastily summing up he first results of the mdustnal organ-
ization among cin \or\eis Lenin pointed to the necessity
«| tallying the tain wvo-hpe-s to the struggle foi he saw that
they were to pla a senoi s pait in the approaching peasant
revolution Thus everv rime Lenm took up trade union ques-
tions he viewed the movement not as something sepaiate and
isolated rrom the genera' political situation he appibached
the trade unions as an organized section of the woiking
class movement and 'ater especially during the great dis-
cussion on the tiade union movement and m a number of
articles and speeches pnoi to this discussion he clearh as-
cribed to the trade Unions a role and position of a part of the
complex mechanism of the social struggle He never sep-
arated the trade union movement from the political move-
ment but alwavs selec ieel .m the trade union movement It-

;self those faetois those* aspects which were of outstandin
importance in the geneial class stiugglo of the pioletanat a

the particulai Deiiod
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Class W arfare
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reactionary influence of such ac-
tions can be plainly seen m min-
ing where the Miller bureaucracy
has increasingly opposed wildcats,
and in auto, in Leonard Woodcockils
acceptance of auto industry lay-
offs coupled with speed-up on the
assembly line Through such acti-
vities the U S W bureaucrats have
became the pace-setters for the
bourgeoisie®s scramble to "save"
capitalism at the expense of the
working class

The U S W A is fast approach-
ing a turning point. As the crisis
of capitalism finds expression in
the sharpening of class contradic-
tions, the United Steelworkers® U-
mon will undoubtedly be a major
battlefield of class struggle Such

in Un

yearly By creating more favorable
“stable” conditions for the indus-
try it was supposed to eliminate the
problem of lay-offs and allow for
greater wage increases and ''prosper-
Ity for all", etc , etc Steelwork-
ers have learned from their cwn ex-
perience that nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth,

When Abel entered office on the
tails of MacDonald"s defeat it was
on the basis of promises that he
would return the United Steelwork-
ers to the ran™ and file Since
then, steelworkers have received
nothing, while the bourgeoisie has
been given free reign to increase
productivity at the expense of the
workers The introduction of Basic
Oxygen Furnaces (BOFs) and electric

struggle, both against the bourgeoi- furnaces and continuous casting and
sie and against the opportunist for-direct reduction procedures have

ces of the labor aristocracy and
trade union bureaucracy is nothing
new for workers of the steel in-
dustry

In response to the 1959 steel
strike, the longest in history, the
bourgeoisie and their agents step-
ped up their drive for "industrial
peace' in steel with the establish-
ment of a Human Relations Committee
(HRC) which David MacDonald, then
U S W president, openly declared

Iron being poured into Basic

would hopefully eliminate strikes

in steel "forever" by substituting
continuous negotiations for the
"needless disruption of produc-
tion" . Because of the sell-out con-
tracts negotiated through the HRC,
MacDonald was ousted from his seat
as U S W.A. president in 1965 by
steel workers who were sick to death
of the open collaborationist treach-
ery which was eating away at their
vrages, jobs, their right to strike,
and democracy in their union

ABEL DEFENDS CAPITALISTS

Today, under 1 W. Abel, steel-
workers are faced with the contin-
ued loss of jobs to mechanization,
increasing health and safety haz-
ards in the mills and plants, and ~
racism And they have been robbed
of the right to strike until the
contract negotiations of 1980

In 1973 when Abel®s Experimen-
tal Negotiating Agreement was put
into effect, without ratification
or debate by the steel wrorkers rank
and file it was lauded to the skies
by bourgeois hacks as the only sol-
ution to the ills of the steel in-
dustry, as a new approach to settl-
ing disputes "on the basis of rea-
son rather thanmuscle" The ENA
was supposed to allow the U S
steel industry to compete more fa-
vorably with foreign producers and
to boost industrial expansion by
eliminating the "costly stockpil-
ing"” of steel which the bourgeois-
ie moaned w?as costing $80 million

cost steelworkers 100,000 jobs over
the last 20 years, 50,000 of which
have been lost in the three years
since the introduction of the ENA
In Pittsburgh at Jones and Laughlm
Steel Corporation alone, 2,000 jobs
have been lost At the same time,
the productivity of those workers
remaining has been pushed sky high
In 1956 the industry employed

509,000 workers producing 83 million

tons of steel annually By 1974 the

Oxygen Furnace at Inland Steel

workforce had been reduced to
393,000 while production rose to
110 million tons

In the face of this the ENA has
left steelworkers essentially de-
fenseless
the Big Bourgeoisie of the steel
industry According to the ENA all

contract issues not resolved through

collective bargaining are to be sub-
nutted to binding arbitration Na-

tional steel strikes are expressly
forbidderu The right of particular

locals to call a strike exists only
under the following conditions*

(@ The local issue giving rise to
the strike must not be covered by
or inconsistent with the basic
steel contract and must not be an
arbitratable grievance,

(@ The strike must begin after the
expiration of the basic steel con-
tract and on the day and time spec-
ified by I.W. Abel and shall be con-
fined to the plant where it origin-
ates,

@) The strike must be approved by
I W Abel.

Clearly, even the right of loc-
als to strike is presently nothing
but a rryth in the U &W A 1 Even
when locals do manage to meet the
above conditions and do nonage to
have strike action approved by
I W Abel, the idea of one local
taking on U S Steel, or even Beth-
lehem, 1is ludicrous. It allows the
bourgeoisie the advantage of mono-
poly power and organization while

in waging struggle against

ited Steel Work

effectively neutralizing the Indus-
trial strength of steel workers.

The effects which this sell-out
has had are even more enraging when
combined with the U S W bureaucra-
cy"s approach to safety and the op-
pressive national chauvinism of the
companies At U S Steel"s coke
works in Clairton, Pennsylvania
(see article, page 10) coke workers
are waging a life-or-death battle
to clean up cancer-causing oven
esmissions in opposition to the pre-
sent agreement with the company
which blocks any real improvements
for the next 12 years Meanwhile,
coke workers over-all continue to
be exposed to a risk of cancer 10
tunes greater than workers in the
rest of the industry

On the-question of hiring, fir-
mg, and promotion, the implementa-
tion of the infamous Consent Decree
has, in effect, institutionalized
the racist practices of the compa-
nies while seemingly granting sig-
nificant concessions to women and
minority workers This agreement,
which covers approximately 340,000
workers in basic steel of whom
52,545 are Black, 7,646 Latino,
and 10,175 women, objectively can-
cels out Title 7 of the 1964 Civil
iRights Act dealing with the right
to file suit against job discrimin-
ation Under the Consent Decree,
workers charging discrimination
must wave all right to file future
job bias suits in order to receive
back-pay awards. What"s more, if
a worker refuses back-pay and files
suit, the Decree states that the
Justice Department will intervene
in favor of the industry On the
question of seniority, the Decree
upholds the right of nunority work-
ers to transfer out of lower paying
and dangerous jobs without loss of
seniority but skirts completely the
practice of separate seniority lists
for white and minority workers which
assures that the actual opportunit-
ies for transferring into better
job openings are few and far bet-
ween

The ENA, Consent Decree, and so
on, all reflect the fact the U S W
like all the other major unions in
the U S have, through actions of
the trade union bureaucracy, become
extensions of the capitalist state
The I W Abels have proven themsel-
ves better defenders of the capital-
ists®™ than the capitalists themsel-
ves

For these bureaucrats the U S D
is no small plum to pick. With 1 4
nullion dues paying members and to-
tal assets of $116 nullion, the
interests of the Abel machinery is
firmly rooted in the almightly dol-
lar Out of a total yearly payroll
of $36 million Abel himself gets
nearly $87,000 while 28 district
directors each receive $35,000
plus expenses In serving the capi-
talists these bureaucratic forces
plainly serve themselves and wall
stop at nothing to ensure their
absolute control over the union.

U S W. CONVENTION

A perfect example of the bureau-
cratic manipulation of powder within
the U S W was given at the recent
constitutional convention The
18th convention of the U S W held
in Las Vegas at the end of August
completely sidestepped the many
pressing issues facing steelworkers
and instead focused on one single
major purpose — the further con-
solidation of bureaucratic power
within the steelworkers union It
any service was performed at this
convention for the steelworkers
rank and file it was to demonstrate
once again the absolute bankruptcy
and class collaboration of the
trade union bureaucrats and assor-
ted reformists who assembled, on
workers® dues, to enjoy the hoopla
and degenerate culture of the Ne-

Abel —
sor,

alone —
trol

Abel at the convention,

STRUGGLE IN STEEL

ers Union

vada gambling casinos

From the outset it was clear that
and his hand-picked succes-
Lloyd McBride, had a firm hold
on the convention Abel opened

the meet with a classic attack on
all progressive.elements of the
union and a tradtional red baiting
campaign The convention was stac-
ked with an estimated 800 staffers
to guarantee absolute con-
of the business of the oonven-
tion One Sadlcwski supporter even
managed to snap pictures of McBride
supporters forging credentials —
but was beaten and had his film ta-
ken from him. From the beginning
to the end, all business of the con-
vention was skilfully managed by

Abel and his cronies

Many of the U S W thought that
Sadlowski would attempt to take on
in prepa-
ration for his presidential candi-
dacy of the union However, Sad-
lowski managed his Fight Back or-
ganization with little more skill
than a cub scout pack, failed to

mobilize any serious opposition to
Abel on the floor,

and was consis-
tently defeated on any floor busi-
ness. Sadlcwski distributed no
literature at the convention, held
few meetings, and acted as the per-
fect straight man for the Abel-Mc-
Bnde forces to consolidate their
hold over the vast resources of the
Uusw While Sadlcwski took the
floor several times, each time he
focused on his own self-defense ra-
ther than the basic issues facing
steel workers

ELECTION COMING UP

The real question of the upcoming
election is not who should be elec-
ted, but first, whether or not to
rely upon the rank and file, and
second, the necessity to smash the
existing bureaucratic union struc-
ture and replace bureaucratic lea-
dership with genuine working-class
leadership The recapture of the
trade unions by the proletariat will
never be achieved through election
campaigning alone, and especially
not through the election campaigns
of reformists like Ed Sadlowski

Union elections, if they are
to have full significance for the
rank and file, must be a part of,
and develop out of, a broad strug-
gle against the capitalist class
while fighting to uproot the reac-
tionaries in the union itself. This
can only be achieved by working in-
side the unions and fighting for
genuine working-class leadership on
every level, frcm the shop, the
plant, the local, the district,
and the International This is
the basis on which true proletarian
leadership will-rise and be tested
in the struggle against the com-
panies, the trade union bureaucrats,
and the capitalist class as a whole
It wi.ll not be brought to the union
fran the offices of the internation-
al headquarters, as Sadlowski plans

The demand of the wrorking class
for leadership has arisen on the
basis of necessity. The election-
eering of Ed Sadlowski does not re-
spond to this demand Ed Sadlowski
is not a worker who has come forward
in the class struggle against capi-
talism The Fight Back Organiza-
tion he has put together m District
31 has gained little support frcm
the rank and file because it has
not boldly advanced a program of
struggle which represents the rank
and file Instead, the Sadlowski
forces hope to win the union elec-
tion m the same way that Jutrry
Carter won the presidency — by
demagogically and falsely appea-
ling to the need and desire for
change in-the US K for the sole
purpose of promoting himself over
the interests of the working class
Sadlowski has not built the power



of the rank and file, Sadlowski
has built Sadlowski

Karl Marx, the greatest teacher
of the working-class movement,
pointed out that the historic task
of the trade unions is to fight for
the complete emancipation of labor
from capital Sadlowski, on the
other hand, advances a program de-
signed to keep workers shackled as
wage slaves, but simply better-paid
wage slaves

"Organized labor®s future
depends on a movement toward the
fundamental goal of the labor
movenent®s winning an equitable
share of the nation®s wealth for
the people wijo produce that
wealth by their labor.” (he
Nation, 9/6/76)

The reason for this is clear
Sadlowski is a reformer, a militant
trade-unionist and nothing more.

He represents a new generation of
labor reformists who see themselves
consciously following in the foot-
steps of Arnold Miller and the
Miners for Democracy movement in
the United Mine Workers Sadlowski
runs on a program of union democ-
racy, he opposes the ENA and the
Consent Decree, and has stated that
as president, he would not ratify
a contract without rank and file™*
approval But for Sadlowski, and
all reformists like him, such
things as union democracy, the
right to strike, etc , are goals

in themselves rather than simply
means for the complete emancipa-
tion of the working class from
capitalist exploitation. For this
reason, Sadlowski is unable to pro-
vide genuine working class leader-
ship to steelworkers

A good example of the limita-
tions of such leadership as Sad-
lowski would provide can be seen
in his stand on the question of
coke emissions. At a recent gather-
ing of workers for District 15 in
Clairton, PA., the heart of the
struggle in the coke industry, Sad-
lowski simply stated that the ex-
posure time of coke oven workers
to cancer causing gases be reduced
from eight to six hours® Rather
than dealing with the question of
why it is that under capitalism
workers are killed for the sake of
profits and what should be done to
eliminate such hazards, Sadlcwski
offers nothing more than "eight
hours pay for six hours work"1

At the same time that reform-
ists like Sadlowski must be ex-
posed for what they are, we must
support any move toward the ex-
tension of democracy, any small
opening that allows communists to
agitate toward greater conscious-
ness and organization of the work-
ing class. To the extent to which
Sadlowski objectively assists the
struggle for union democracy, he
should be supported. Steelworkers
should vote for Sadlowski. But what
must be built is not Sadlcwski, but
the consciousness are! organization
of the workers® rank and file. This
does not mean that we do the work
of the reformists themselves.

REVISIONISTS SUPPORT REFORMISTS
Seme revisionist groups, such
as the "Communist™ Party USA.
and the Revolutionary Ccmrnunist
Party openly promote Sadlcwski and
actively build his campaign This
is the stand of class collaboration
which marks the unity of revision-
ists and reformists (See article,
Page 10) la the DAILY WORLD ('C"
PUSA) and THE STEELWORKER (RCP)

Sadlowski is praised and rarely if
ever criticized At the recent USW
convention the reactionary influ-
ence of these revisionist forces
was plainly evident On the con-
vention floor, no less than eight
official "reporters" from the 'C"
PUSA created a substantial pres-
ence and proved themselves better
defenders of Sadlowski than Sadlow-
ski himself.

At the sane tine, outside the
convention (and outside the union),
the RCP set up a picture display
and sought to get THE STEELWORKER,
their "rank and fil8 newspaper"
into the hands of steelworkers,
with little success Rather than
waging a fight inside the conven-
tion (and inside the union), the
RCP tried to pull steelworkers
into their national steelworker
organization Rather than waging
a battle in front of the workers
in the convention against Abel
and Sadlowski, they managed to
“confront”™ Abel in a gambling
casino and politely present him
with_.an "open letter” At the
same time, the RCP consistently
supported Sadlcwski and made ex-
cuses for his poor performance
inside the convention. Both the
"C"PUSA and the RCP joined hands
in trying to mislead the work-
ers into believing that Sadlowski
would represent their interests
against McBride This is the
stand of the reformers themselves,
not the working class.-.

There definitely will be gen-
uine working class candidates that
lo emerge in the course of the
class struggle, and they must be
supported But Sadlowski is not
such a candidate

At the same time, there will
emerge reformers with whom we
will form a bloc in order to gain
access to the working class masses,
to enlighten them as to the react-
ionary character of their political
and trade union leaders, to sever
from the reactionary leaders the
sections of the working class that
are moving to the left and becoming
revolutionized, and consequently,
to enhance the fighting ability of
the working class as a whole

It is for these reasons that the
great proletarian leader Joseph
Stalin pointed to the necessity to,
at tunes, form blocs with reformist
leaders, or for the party to form
a bloc with a reactionary trade
union

Comrade Stalin, however, clearly
pointed out that two conditions
must be met in order to pursue this
course of action, "that we are en-
sured freedom to criticize the re-
formist leaders, and that the ne-
cessary conditions for severing
the masses from the reactionary

leaders are ensured " (ON THE OP-
. ' si F
Ed Sadlowski

The Struggle
LABOR AR

Today, in the absence of a
vanguard communist party, in the
absence of a strong rank and file
organization within the union, we
are unable to fulfill these two
conditions, and therefore we should
not form a bloc with Sadlowski We
do not work in his campaign active-
ly or build his campaign actively,
as does the "C'"PDSA, "CLP and RCP
To do so is,to do the work of the
bourgeoisie itself, to hand over
the workers to the laps of the re-
formists andrrevisioni8ts n

IW Abel
Against the

ISTOCRACY

LENIN ON THE LABOR ARISTOCRACY

i J

The collapse of the Second International is the collapse of
socialist opportunism The latter has grown as a product of the

preceding “peaceful period-”
movement That period

class struggle and to preach a class truce,
repudiate the very principle of illegal organ-
etc Certain strata of the working class (the bureau-

ist revolution,
izations,
cracy of the labor movement and

in the development of the labor
engendered a tendency to repudiate the

repudiate the social-

the labor aristocracy, who get

a fraction of the profits from the exploitation of the colonies

and from the pnviledged position of their
world market), as well as petty-
proved the °ocial mainstay of these tendencies,

"Fatherlands® in the
bourgeois sympathizers have
and channels of

bourgeois influence over the proletariat

("'The Conference of the RSDLP Groups Abroad",

This stratum of workers-tumed bourgeois,
cracy, who are quite philistine in their node of life,

LCw, Vol 21,p 161)

or the labor aristo-
in the

size of their earnings and in their entire outlook is the .

principle social(not military)prop of the bourgeoisie
are the real agents of the bourgeosie m
ment, the labor lieutenants of the capitalist class",

les of reformism and chauvinism

bourgeoisie and the proletariat they inevitably,
take the side of the bourgeoisie
Highest Stage of Capitalism”, LCW, Vol

small numbers,
/" Imperialism,
p 193-94)

PIVOT OF O
in the Labo

For they
the working class move-
real vehic-
In the civil war between the
and in no

22,

UR TACTICS

r Movement

RCP Comes Out In Steel

On November 5, 1976, THE STEEL-
WORKER, a paper of the Revolution-
ary Corrmunist Party (RCP) pulled
together their forces for a demon-
stration in front of the US W
headquarters m Pittsburgh On the
surface, the demonstration was or-
ganized to protest the placing of
Local #3059, Babcock and Wilcox
Products Division in Alliance, duo
under administration, on March 5,
1976 In reality, what was accom-
plished was to pull together RCP
cadres from the East Coast area
from Chicago to Baltimore,
for a strategy session on how to
destroy the US W and establish
their own dual union In the short
run, they have taken the road of
supporting Sadlowski to achieve
this end”" — with the argument that
Sadlcwski"s election would 'create
better conditions in the union to
organize'.

As the STEELWDRKER stated,

" Sadlcwski reflects the
sentiments and aspirations
of the rank and file for a
fighting stance against the

company, Tfor the right to
strike, for a more unified
and democratic union .we
take up the Sadlowski cam-
paign to put more power, to
build more unity, strength
and independent action m
the hands of the rank and
file." (STEELWDRKER, Oct

P ID

At one time, the RCP used to
talk of "limited support” for the
trade union bureaucrats, but now
this has been dropped all together
as the RCP stands closer and closer
to the reformists themselves, and
comes to shadow the CPUSA on this
question, as they do on the Black
National Question, and others

At several plants, the RCP has
become a more active organizer for
Sadlowski than Sadlowski himself
For example, at one union meeting,
the RCP actively organized the
younger workers to work for Sad-
lowski, unveiling a bottle of
wine to celebrate the victory af-
ter the union local voted to sup-
port Sadlcwski The cry was,

"things are really going to start
moving now"". The RCP, encouraging
this euphoria, even supported the
idea that with Sadlowski, the
workers might get plush carpet for
the lunch room and sex breaks at
work, as workers supposedly had
gotten in France and Japan.

The revisionist and reformist
program of the RCP on Sadlowski and
the trade unions bureaucrats must
be linked to their fascist opposi-
tion to equality in education and
to basing, their failure to oppose
Soviet social-imperialism and nu-
merous other questions which must
be thoroughly exposed and opposed.
Many might have thought that the
struggle against the RCP, as with
the Corrmunist Labor Party and the
Progressive Labor Party was over
a couple of years ago In fact,
the struggle with the revisionist
and reformist line of the RCP (as
with the CLP, PLP, and certainly
the CPUSA) has only,really just
begun n
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CLP-CPUSA Unity

Barking after Jinny Carter®s coat-"e »C"LP would vote for Gus Hall

tails this November,
reformists and revisionists, namely
the “'C"PUSA, 'C"LP, and others,
hoped to pick up a few meaty bones
from the victory feast of the bour-
geois elections by their continued

a pack of labor and Jarvis Tyner,

"C"PUSA candidat-
es for President and Vice-President.
Throughout the country, the
"C"LP has steadily trod a path over
the last few years, following the
trail of the "CPUSA, m complete

advocacy of the "peaceful transition support of the Soviet social-imper-

to socialism” and the use of the
ballot to gain state power Despite
their seeming differences, these

opportunists are all just different-

ly spotted hyenas who share the
same lot in life

In the U S these forces have
recently exposed once again their
traitorous nature This is especial
ly true of the "Conmunist" Labor
Party. In the last few years the
"C"LP has moved, step by step, to .
join with the "C"PUSA, to the point
where, today, there is virtually no
important difference in their basic
program or methods of political
scavenging

The recent
of both offer
growing unity

election campaigns
clear examples of the
between them In
Michigan, the '"C"LP ran General
Baker for the Ninth District (High-
land Park-Detroit®" of the Michigan
state legislature |In the course of
this campaign, Nelson Peery, chair-
man of the revisionist "CLP, open-
ly declared that if the "CPUSA
would vote for General Baker, then

MINERS'
PENSIONS

cont fromp 7

This a blatant example of the
opportunist *"business unionism"
which has characterized Miller"s
bureaucracy from the word go * The
effect of such an approach to the
interests of the working miners
is one in which the financial pros-
perity of the union is counter-
posed to the need for militant
struggle against the bourgeoisie
In this regard the "reform" of the
UMW has gone through two stages
First, a struggle was waged to
win economic demands for company
funds to raise the standard of
living of miners and to ensure re-
tired miners at least a subsis-
tence income after spending their,
lives and health digging profits
for the BCOA Then, after certaxn
successes, these demands, which
miners have wan through struggle,
have become the reason to deny
further struggle for fear of jeo-
pardizing what has already been
gamedl Two facts are clouded by
this approach  the bourgeoisie®s
need to exploit®,” and the proletari-
at’s need to smash exploitation

The demand of mine workerfe for a
decent retirement income, one which
is not tied to productivity or the
goodwill and prosperity of the com-
pany, is clearly one of democratic
right, but of a democratic right
which the bourgeoisie has no in-
tention of honoring free of charge

Under imperialism the bourgeoi-
sie seeks not me: ely to compete
but to dominate, and not merely
profit but the highest possible
profit Such profits can only be
made through the greatest possible
impoverishment of the working
class While the coal companies
speak glowingly of the fine "up-
dated" benefits which miners now
enjoy, miners are still fighting
for their basic democratic rights,
even the right to unionize They
are still losing their arms, their
legs, and their lives and are still
choking to death slowly from
Black Lung while trying to scratch
out an existence on a $4,800 year-
ly pension The fact is that the
improvements made m the miners*
Health and Pension Fund in the
past few years have not been gifts
granted by the BCOA or concessions
won through the "reasonable and
intelligent” approach to bargain-
ing taken by the bureaucrats of
the UMW  These gains, meager as

ialists Attempting to enter the
ranks of the "King Hyenas'", the
"CLP has supported several Soviet
social-imperialist peace plans (de-
tente) regarding the Middle East
Today the "CLP is actually polit-
icking to merge with the "CPUSA
While this merger is being car-
ried out, all Marxist-Lemnists
must be critical of the fact that
very little real fire has been dir-
ected at these opportunist dogs,
and that even less attention was
paid to the bourgeois elections —
which left the "opposition™ Tfield
to be controlled by these reform-
ists and revisionists
Marxist-Leninists seek to
utilize all forms of struggle, but
we rely only upon armed struggle
as the proven course to state pow-
er In the course of the struggle
for state power, the struggle aga-
inst the reformists and revision-
ists such as the "CPUSA and "CLP
will go hand in hand with the strug-i
gle against the entire capitalist
class

they are, had to be tom from the
hands of the bourgeois coal oper-
ators through long and bitter
struggle by miners who have no
choice but to demand an end to
their exploitation

The struggle for such rights
as the right to a decent standard
of living for retired workers
points clearly to the limited na
ture of democratic rights under
capitalism which reserves such
rights primarily for the class in
power — the bourgeoisie

While the struggles of working
miners have forced concessions
from the coal companies the com-
panies m turn have cashed in on
every opportunity to turn these
concessions around Even so,
that does not mean that these con-
cessions are guaranteed because -
their significance for miners have
somehow been lessened. Once a con-
cession has been granted, the bour-
geoisie immediately begins efforts
to take back what it has been for-
ced to give up The struggle of
tiie working class becomes one of
not only seeking new concessions
to new demands but of constantly
having to maintain those which are
already "safely” m hand This
is a struggle which must be taken
up on two fronts against the
bourgeoisie itself, and against
its agents within the working
class, the trade union bureaucrats

It is the worst kind of oppor-
tunism which would grant miners
a few crumbs as compensation for
their exploitation m return for
giving up the goal of eliminating
exploitation altogether, of free-
dom from the crushing weight of
wage slavery The continually un-
stable and incomplete nature of

democratic fights under capitalism
raises before miners and all work-

ers the ultimate demand for the eli-
mination of exploiting classes en-
tirely as the only means by which
even the most modest rights and
demands can be guaranteed.

An initial necessary step to-
ward this goal must be the re-
capture of the trade unions and
their re-establishment as true
organizing centers for the revo-
lutionary class struggle of the
proletariat The working class
must organize and take up the
struggle against the bourgeoisie,
not on the,basis of illusions con-
cerning the possibilities of ie-
form, but rather on the basis of
the recognition that the funda-
mental interests of workers
clash irreconcilably with those
of the bourgeosie

On October 1, an agreement was
reached between U S. Steel Corpor-
ation and county and state pollu-
tion-control agencies to clean up
U S Steel®s enormous coke works
m Clairton, near Pittsburgh A
similar agreement with federal a-
gencies is in the works If the
agreement is ratified after the
November 22 hearings, and if it
is actually enforced, it will re-
quire U S Steel to make the lar-
gest expenditure for pollution
control ever made by any firm in
the United States

Clairton is a key plant in
the steel industry of the U.S *
The Clairton coke works are the
largest m the world Coke is a
major ingredient m the making
of iron and is also used as a fuel
m the iron and steel making pro-
cess A certain grade of bitumi-
nous coal is baked in the 'coking"
ovens to make coke The coke is
then mixed with iron ore and li-
mestone in blast furnaces to make
molten iron The gas produced from
the coke ovens is used in the fi-
nal steps of rolling and forming
steel into the finished product
The gas from the Clairton ovens
fires 300 furnaces for other pla-
nts in the area through a network
of gas lines leading out from
Clairton Clairton is the life-
line of U S Steel"s six mills
in the Monongahela Valley(lrvin,
Duquesne, Edgar Thomson, McKees-
port, Homestead, and Clairton),
providing 60% of the fuel consum-
ed in these plants and supporting
the jobs of 58,000 U S Steel
workers Clairton directly supp-
orts nearly 9% of the total steel
production in the U S

Clairton is also vital to the
U S economy in other ways The
Clairton works is the largest pro-
ducer in the US of chemicals
from coal The by-products of the
coking process are used in ferti-
lizer, anti-freeze, synthetic rub-
ber, resins, dyes, floor tile,
plastics, explosives, additives
for gas, etc Finally, the energy
produced at Clairton is worth
$15 billion to western Pennsyl-
vania®s economy

Clairton"s coking process in-
volves loading pulverized coal in-
to the 1,375 ovens, baking it at
2,050 degrees for 18 hours, push-
ing it out of the ovens into rail-
road cars and cooling it with wa-
ter The outmoded process at Cla-
irton uses open-hearth furnaces,
whose leaky doors are responsible
for a major part of the deadly e-
missions, and open transport of
raw materials to the ovens, which
adds a great deal of dust parti-
cles (to the fumes (the same dust
that causes "black lung"” in coal
miners) This process puts 42,300
tons of pollutants into the atmos-
phere yearly Of the 82 emissions
distilled in the coke-making pro-
cess, 50 are known to be danger-
ous, and one of these, benzo a-
pyrene(BAP) has been known as a
cancer-inducing agent for years
BAP is particularly dangerous be-
cause of its effects on the un-
born children of women workers
(who comprise up to 20% of the
work force in some of the plants
of the U S coke industry).

In 1975 the Allegheny County
Health Department and the Pennsyl-
vania Department of Environmental
Resources filed charges against
U S Steel for failing to comply <
with a 1972 agreement to clean up
the Clairton Works The agencies
charged U S. Steel with 241 viola-
tions but U S Steel maintained
that it was technologically impos-
sible to fulfill the requirements
of the agreement The presiding
judge obligingly dissolved the
clean-up order (This judge was
running for State Supreme Court
at the time, and his campaign
treasurer was a partner m the
same law firm that was represent-
ing U S Steel at the trial ) The
State Supreme Court overturned
the dissolution order, and a new
judge was appointed, who promptly
found the first judge innocent of
pro-company bias and ordered sec-
ret negotiations between the cor-
poration and the government agen-

airfo

cies Clearly the state was tak-
ing the whole case on a merry-go-
round To the capitalist state
the most fundamental principle is
""due process"™ to protect the pro-
perty rights of capitalists the
interests of the workers are en-
tirely secondary under bourgeois
law

In its resistance to cleaning
up the Clairton Works, U S Steel
has suggested that if it is forc-

ed to carry out the clean-up, it
jJjust may decide that it"s not
worth it and close down the works
and move to Ohio. This is pure
threat They plid close down the
coke plant in Gary, Indiana rather
than clean it up, but the Gary
plant was tiny compared to Clair-
ton, and had nothing like the im-
portance for surrounding plants

mthat Clairton has

At the same time, the stubborn-
ness of U S Steel"s resistance
reflects the deadly bind that U S
capitalism as a whole now finds
itself in Steel is at the very
heart of capitalist industry For
decades, world capitalism has
been falling deeper and deeper
into a General Crisis from which
it can never recover The success-
ful struggles of the peoples of
the Third World against imperial-
ist exploitation and oppression
have chopped large chunks out of
the imperialist sphere of con-
trol With the drastic shrinkage
of the markets available to im-
perialist exploitation, the com-
petition among the imperialist
powers, especially between the
two Superpowers, the U S and the
USSR, for the redivision of what"s
left of the pie is intensifying
Not only is U S. imperialism be-
ing defeated on every hand by the
Third World, but American capital-
ists are losing ground to their
competitors in other capitalist
countries The situation in steel
is only one example of this Af-
ter 50 years of being the largest
producer of steel m the world,

U S Steel has been pushed out of
first place by Nippon Steel Corp-
oration of Japan

Capital must grow m order to
live But there is little room
to expand One way for the cap-
italists to keep their profit
margins up is to intensify the
exploitation of the workers Con-
trary =0owhat the capitalists say,
profits are not a 'surcharge"
added on to the total cost (in-
cluding wages) of production
Profits are the difference be-
tween the total product of the
workers and the portion of that”
product (in the form of wages)
required to keep the workers a-
live When the capitalists can-
not expand total production and
therefore total profits, they can
only keep their profits growing
by taking more of the workers®
share of the product This amounts
to the capitalists shifting the
burden of their crisis onto the

Photo

UNITE®

e



Strug

gle and Capitalism's Crisis:

CARRY BURDEN?

backs of the working class And
this is what U S Steel is trying
to do

In the steel industry, this
has meant squeezing every last
drop of production out of obsol-
ete equipment, regardless of the
cost to workers® health and safe-
ty. It has meant massive layoffs
combined with speed-up, forced
over-time, and using technologi-
cal improvements, not to expand
production, but to replace work-
ers It has meant reclassifying
jobs to lower-paying levels com-
bined with instituting incentive
plans that force the workers to
produce more just to keep get-
ting their old take-home pay,
and measures like the Experimen-
tal Negotiating Agreement (ENA),
which take away the workers*”
right to strike, while resisting
more strongly than ever, any
meaningful improvements in work-
ing conditions that would pro-
tect workers® health and safety
Every one of these measures app-
lies at Clairton.

U S Steel in particular is
faced with a shortage of capital
and a lot of old mills But coke
production is not the bottleneck
for the steel industry m the US.*
U S Steel producers have all the
coke they need, and would rather
put their money into new rolling
mills to compete better with Jap-
anese imports of sheet metal,
than to improve the coke works to
make them safer — even if that
improvement would increase coke
production

"he Clairton struggle repre-
sents one battle m the working
class®"s fight-to resist the shift-
ing burden of the General Crisis
onto the working class

The long struggle to”clean up
the air around Clairton and pro-
teat the health of coke workers
arises out of a purely working
class movement, and not out of
the so-aalled "environmental move-
ment" The struggle of the eoke
oven workers against death-deal-
ing working conditions has its
roots in the oppressed position
of the working alass under capi-
&""-sm and is an expression of
the contradiction between the ex-
ploited and the exploiters, be-
tween the proletariat and the _
bourgeoisie The struggle at
Clairton is a continuation of
the historic struggle of the pro-
letariat for humane working cond-
itions that brought about the 8-
hour working day, and is part of
the overall struggle of the work-
ing class for emancipation from
wage-slavery

The coke oven workers at Clair-
ton are literally waging a life-
and-death battle The conditions
are so deadly that the workers re-
fer to the ovens as '‘gas chambers',
and one worker described it as a
"cancer-laden hell"™ The communi-
ties around Clairton, where most
of the coke workers live, are
choking on fumes and grit frcm the
works The coking process at Clair-
ton is outmoded and obsolete, but
U S Steel has fought obstinately
against putting out any capital
investment to clean up the works
which would not also increase
productivity

The coke over workers have
stepped up their struggle lo-
cally and nationally During
the United Steel Workers®™ con-
tract negotiations m 1974, coke
oven workers from Bethlehem Steel
at Sparrows Point, Maryland, plant
went m busloads and forced their
way into the contract conference,
knowing that "their" negotiators
were ignoring their interests
The rank and file workers forced
the union leadership to include
coke oven demands in the contract
negotiations, but the union bur-

eaucrats compromised m the end

on an agreement to "study the
problem”™ of coke oven emissions.
When this agreement was put to
a vote in Local 1557 at Clairton
it was rejected 512 to 0, but the
union®s International imposed it
anyway Later, the coke oven work-
ers at Sparrows Point went out
on strike and after four days
were forced back to work by an in-
junction and threats of heavy
fines

The pressure from the workers*®
movement did force a response
frcm the federal government The
Labor Department ordered an Occu-
pational Safety and Health Admin-
istration (0SHA) Standards Advis-
ory Conmittee set up, which con-
vened public hearings on coke
oven emissions standards But
for the workers, the problem is
not one of "standards" or of
“studying" the situation For 1
workers, the problem is one of
doing away with known health
hazards and cleaning up obvious
and long-standing unsafe working
conditions For the capitalists
./t Is a question of "studying"
how to cool out the struggle
with reforms so as to get on with
the business of exploiting the
labor of the workers for their own
private gain This is the role
that the courts and government a-
gencies like OSHA and the Environ-
mental Protection Agency(EPA) play
in the class struggle between
workers and capitalists, these a-
gencies of the capitalist state
are tools of the capitalist class
as is the entire state apparatus
for maintaining the rule of the
capitalists

The bureaucrats in charge of
the United Steel Workers union
have demonstrated that they will
not lead that struggle to victory
The compromises of the bureaucrats
in the Sparrows Point struggle and
their heavy-handed disregard for
the needs and wishes of the work-
ers m the Clairton vote referred
to earlier™are just two examples
of how the trade union-bureaucra-
cy takes its stand with the capi-
talists and against the workers

I W Abel, the International
Preside it of the USWA, has con-
sistently tried to stifle the
mass struggle of the workers a-
round the coke oven issue When
the Clairton local protested a-
gainst the secret negotiations
ordered by the court in 1975,
Abel had one of the local lead-
ers removed from his job on the
coke ovens, and put all the lo-
cals m Pittsburgh on notice that
only he would speak for the work-

ers Later, Abel tried to have the
OSHA Standards Advisory Conmittees
public hearings cancelled, and
when he couldn®t pull that off,
he initiated secret meetings with
the Committee to work out a deal
on the side

These actions reveal the ab-
solute identity between the class
stand taken by the trade union
bureaucrats and the stand of the
capitalists. John Dunlop, the
Secretary of Labor, supported A-
bel"s attempts at secret "nego-
tiations", saying that public
hearings tended "to maximize an-
tagonism between the parties™
But the antagonism between the
working class and the capitalists
exists objectively, because of the
conditions of capitalist exploit-
ation of the working class The
workers fight to destroy that
contradiction with a resolution
favorable to the working class.
The trade union bureaucrats and
the capitalist state cooperate
to maintain 'class peace'" m the
interests of continued capitalist
rule and continued privileges for
the bureaucrats, crumbs from the
imperialist feast-table

This cooperation between the
capitalists and their lap-dogs

m the trade union bureaucracy
does not only come out around
this particular question The
bureaucrats actively push the id-
eology and line of the capitalists
wnen they put forward that increa-
sing productivity is the answer to
workers® problems As the General
Crisis puts more and more of a
profit squeeze on the capitalists,
the capitalists turn around and
step up the productivity push on
the workers. They justify this
with the line that 'the more
productive you are, the more pro-
fitable our operation will be,
the more profits we make, the more
money we can invest in new jobs"
prestol everybody prospers!
Their flunkeys in the USWA bureau-
cracy take up the capitalists”
call and actively work to put the
capitalists™ strategy into prac-
tice They set up "Productivity
Conmittees" in the plants, coop-
erate in the establishment and
administration of incentive and
bonus plans, and promote the cap-
italist line that investment in
health and safety measures is in
contradiction to investment in
"new jobs'. But the fact is that
the more the workers produce for
the capitalists, the more the
capitalists are enabled to elim-
inate "extra" workers No matter
how much profit the capitalists
make, they necessarily choose
to invest those profits in a way
that will make them mor€ profits,
not in a way that will protect
workers® health and safety or put
more workers on the job

The fact is that unemployment
continues to go up in the steel
industry while overall profits
remain stable or even rise The
effects of the General Crisis
have hit hard at the steel indus-
try m the Pittsburgh area alone
almost 50% of the steelworkers in

the Monongahela Valley are unem-
ployed U S Steel"s National
Tube Works m McKeesport is vir-
tually shut down with 3,720 work-
ers out of 4,200 laid off. The
Dugquesne Works is operating only
one furnace for the first time in
its history, and 1,700 out of
5,000 workers are laid off Work-
ers with up to 30 years of senior-
ity are being laid off

U S Steel says this unemploy-
ment is partly a result of pollu-
tion control expenditures. The
trade union bureaucrats say that
foreign competition and imports
(particularly Japanese) is the
major factor Both agree that a
contributing factor to the "import
problem”™ is strikes (strikes sup-
posedly force consumers to buy
foreign steel
But a glance at the figures shew
there is no relationship between
strikes and imports In reality
unemployment is a by-product of
the inability of all the capital-
ists to increase their markets
arid therefore to increase their
total production and total pro-
fits This iIn turn means they
must increase the profit margins
they get out of existing produc-
tion by replacing workers with
machines (continuous casting, and
automated Basic Oxygen processes)
and by laying off some workers
and putting the rest on overtime.
It also means keeping old mills

instead of domestic).

m operation at the expense of
the health of workers and their
families

The great leader of the work-
ing class, Comrade Stalin, point-
ed out to the working class in
1952, this relationship between
capitalist competition and stag-
nation under the conditions of the
General Crisis Of capitalism

"The sphere of exploitation of
the world"s resources by the
major capitalist countries will
not expand but contract, that
their opportunities for sale
in the world market will deter-
iorate, and that their rndus-

f tries will be operating more
and more below capacity That,
in fact, is what is meant by
the deepening of the crisis of
the world capitalist system in
connection with the disintegra-
tion of the world market "
CEconomic Problems of Social-
ism in the USSR", WDKKS, pp
333-334 )

In promoting the capitalist
line that the capitalists and
workers have a 'ccnmon interest”

m increasing productivity and
profitability, and that workers
have to make a choice between jobs
and health, the bureaucrats of the
USWA are actually saying to work-
ers to help get "our" capitalists
out of the crisis But the only
real way out of the crisis is to
eliminate the cause of the crisis,
capitalism And that requires that
workers continue to struggle a-
gainst the attempt of the capital-
ists to shift the burden of their
crisis onto the backs of the work-
ing class, and that the workers
must turn that struggle into an
all-out revolutionary fight to
overthrow the capitalists

To the extent that the agree-
ment may improve the conditions
at the Clairton coke works, (it

UNITE1 Photo

gives U S Steel 12 years to com-
ply, and immunity from penalties
in the meantime") it does not
touch the bas-iC contradictions m
the capitalist system that have
given rise to these conditions
Clean air and humane working
conditions around the coke ovens
are not primarily a question of
technology, but an aspect of the
political struggle between the
working class and the capitalist
class over the question of which
class will own the industries
of this country ard in whose in-
terests they will be run |In this
struggle for power the working -
class cannot rely on the state
apparatus of the capitalists

In order to carry out that
struggle, the working class has
to rely on its own strength It
must recognize that the state,
along with all its agencies of
"reform" and "‘regulation" (OSHA,
EPA, etc ) is neither neutral nor
a friend, but a weapon in the han-
ds of the capitalist class It
must throw the bureaucrats, the
capitalist agents within the work-
ing class, out of the trade unions
and turn the unions into fighting
organization of the class Under
the leadership of the communist
party the unions will become
detachments m the struggle to
overthrow capitalism and estab-
lish the rule of the working
class.
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| Vive Barlow!-Barlow Lives!

This past June 11, Jose "Barlow"
Benavidez, a 27 year old Chicano
from east Oakland, California, was
murdered by a 23 year old rookie
cop named Michael Cogley Barlow
was on his way to visit a friend"s
home when he was stopped because
his vehicle was savl to match the
description of a robbery get-away
car It didn"t matter that there
were two suspects seen in the get-
away car and that Barlcw was driv-
ing alone Cogley approached Bar-
low"s parked car with his finger
on the trigger of, a cocked shot-
gun, and ordered him to get out
and lean across the car When
Cogley ordered Barlow to spread
his feet further apart, he kick-
ed his leg At that instant the
shotgun went off less than 12
inches from Barlow"s head, kill-
ing him
s There were several witnesses
in the street at the time One
man who began yelling to a gat-
hering crowd that Barlow had been
murdered was arrested as the sec-
ond robbery "suspect™ The police
failed to properly notify Barlow"s
family, leaving them to hear of
his death via the media Later
the coroner refused to let the
family see the body, apparently
because it was so disfigured

Outrage at this brutal murder
was widespread and instantaneous
in east Oakland Many conmunity
meetings were held in June which
lead to the formation of the Jose
Barlow Benavidez Committee Against
Police Crimes The early struggle
by family and friends was aimed
at justice for Barlow - getting
Cogley tried for murder and off
the police force. The police trial
was the typical farce Cogley was
declared innocent of all charges
by his fellow police officers, did
a stint in an office, and is cur-
rently back on the streets driv-
ing the same black and white,
carrying the same shotgun, only
this time patrolling a predomin-
ately Black community in east Oak-
land Even the early demand for
formal condolences from the police
department to the family was flat-
ly refused

Through the summer the commit-
tee lead a series of militant
events from a mass demonstration
at the Oakland City Hall to a
march and rally through the
streets of Oakland on August 29th
The August 29th date was chosen
because of its significance to
the Chicano people and the entire
working class as the day in 1970
when police attacked 10,000 people
gathered to support the Chicano
National Moratorium That day
three people were murdered by the
police, including the Chicano
journalist, Ruben Salazar

During its six-month history,
the committee has linked the stru-
ggle of the Chicano people to the
struggle of the entire working
class, and has understood clearly
-4hat Barlow"s murder was not an
isolated incident The Oakland
Police Department and city govern-
ment are acting in accordance with
a nationwide policy and practice
of police repression and city
government conspiracy There has
been a conscious linking of the
cases of Barlow, Danny Trevino
murdered in San Jose, California,
Tyrone Guyton murdered in Oakland
and Gary Tyler imprisoned on
death row in Louisiana At the
same time the committee and com-
munity have realized the need for
mass support and militant struggle
if even the basic demand of jail-
ing Cogley is to be realized. The
committee has also tried to under-
stand the history of the Chicano
people and how the murder of
Chicanos, since the war of 1848
between Mexico and the U S has
been carried out at the hands of

Texas Rangers, vigilante groups,
sheriffs, and now police depart-
ments: Using many forms of strug-
gle, the family has filed a wrong-
ful death suit against the City of
Oakland and the Oakland Police De-
partment, and in response the City
of Oakland is going to go ahead
and try Barlow"s name as the sus-
pected robber These are seme of
the strengths of the committee.

At the same tune, it would
be incorrect not to point out
that the struggle for a correct
plan of action has at tunes been
difficult As in all struggles
today, opportunist lines (sacri-
ficing the long term goals of the
class struggle for the short term
gains) cone out into the open and
must be combated This may take
the form of outright revisionism
Revisionists, while claiming to
follow the basic teachings of
Marx and Lenin, in fact revise
these teachings to suit their
own wishes and desires, thereby
ripping the revolutionary heart
out of Marxism-Leninism Such
revisionists as thcCPUSA ('Com-
munist” Party USA) are not
communists at all, but enemies of *
the working class, oppressed na-
tions and national minorities.
The CPUSA carrying out its bank-
rupt line of "peaceful transition
to socialism™, focused its atten-
tion only on the legal aspect of
the struggle The very struggles
of this committee have proved that
it is impossible to get justice
for Barlow by relying on the
courts The courts are part of
the capitalist state, as are the
police, and serve the interests
of the capitalist class not the
masses of people

The reformist lines of such
organizations as CASA (Centro de
Accion Social Autonomo), the nar-
row nationalist tendencies of
sore Chicano community organiza-
tions, and the opportunist lines
of Marxist-Leninist organizations

as the October League (OL) and
August 29th Movement (ATM) all
come into play within the commit-
tee. CASA"s line was to focus
attention on Barlow®s case only
It took a lot of struggle to

link his murder to the campaign
against police repression nation-
wide, which is directed at op-
pressed nation and national minor-
ity people in particular, but in
general against the entire work-
ing class.

OL and ATM, fail to grasp the
correct strategy and tactics of
communist work in mass organiza-
tions, and the essence of the
struggle for democratic rights

They tend to see work in com-
mittees such as this one from the
point of view of narrow self-
interest, only as a means to
recruit people into their organi-
zations or to use them as append-
ages of their organizations ATM"s
work in the Greg Jones Defense
Committee is an example of this
approach They do not understand
that these struggles must be con-
ducted with the purpose of pro-
tecting and defending the inter-
ests of the multi-national work-
ing class new, as well as wanning
the masses to the side of commun-
ism It is only through principled
and disciplined communist work
within the class that the masses
will be won to the side of com-
munism At the same tune, it is
only through the struggle against
imperialism that opportunism will
be exposed and defeated in the
working class and national move-
ments

While we must wage consistent
struggle against all forms of op-
portunism, the mistaken practice
of utilizing the floor of committee
meetings to carry out polemics
amongst themselves, as OL and ATM
did, leads only to isolation from
the class What actually happened,
in this case, was that OL and ATM
were eventually kicked out of the
committee Other individual Mar-
xist-Lemmsts and organizations,
including IWK (0 Vfor Ruen) left
the committee "on principle"” when
OL and ATM were kicked out This
"correct” principle in practice
leaves the class m the hands of
opportunist and revisionist in-
fluence, and objectively denies
the necessity of bringing com-
munism to the masses

These struggles have shed light
upon both the state of the com-
munist movement and the actual
needs of the working class strug-
gle today It is through these
struggles that the actual fusion
of the working class and commun-

ism will take place The will and
determination of the genuine and
progressive people m the Benavi-
dez committee and the east Oakland
community is strong While there
have been setbacks, the goals
remain clear and the struggle con-
tinues

On November 20th the conmittee
sponsored a Conmunity Conference
Against Police Crimes that was
attended by approximately 175
people In attendance were indi-
viduals and groups from all over
California, including CAPA (Co-
alition Against Police Abuse),
the Santa Monica Legal Defense
Committee, a group from Cal State

Los Angeles The conference was
held in a school that ESmilio
Benavidez, Barlow"s brother,
attended as a young child. It
was in this very school that he
had his mouth washed out with
soap because he did not speak
English.

The brutal murder of a Chi-
cano brother signifies two im-
portant things. First, the vio-
lent class and national oppres-
sion by the bourgeois state, by
the "palace guard"™ of the capita-
list class - the police It points
out the utter bankruptcy of this
class rule It shows clearly that
the capitalist economic and social
syitem is in utter contradiction
with the needs of the vast majori-
ty of people Barlcw®s murder, as
well as the murder of scores of
other Chicano people, points to
the qualitative difference between
the oppression of the Cmcano
people and the working class as
a whole These murders point to
the open, terroristic violence
perpetrated upon Chicanos and
their lack of basic democratic
rights, in Barlow"s case - the
freedom to go about ones affairs
without harassment

The general crisis of capital-
ism, deepening each day, is a
crisis that the bourgeoisie can-
not turn around It is in their
attempts to stall off the conse-
quences of the crisis, to hold
on a little longer, that they
rely on brutal repression to
keep the working class in line
Police repression comes down even
harder in direct proportion to
the organization and militant
resistance of the working class,
national minorities and oppressed
nations As Emilio Benavidez
pointed out at the conference,
"We are forced to maximum resis-
tance for a minimal existence -
jJjust the freedom from being
murdered on the streets."

The second important thing sig-

nified by Barlow"s death ana the
militant organization and resis-
tance that has occured as a result
is that the Chicano people.are
developing a broader and deeper
understanding of the source of
vheir exploitation and oppression
The people of east Oakland have
turned their sorrow into strength
and their slogan is "Vive Barlow-
Barlow livesl"

At the conference portions of
the film "Requiejm 29" were shewn,
the film of the August 29th demon-
stration Those portions shewed
the armed police attack on the
Chicano People and their heroic
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resistance We look to the day
when we, the multi-national work-
ing class actively constitute a
superior force that can drive our
armed aggressors and the ruthless
class they serve off the face of
the earth™ Today zt zs the duty
of all class consctous people to <
take up the struggle for the free
exerazse of thezr democratzc
rzghts Whzle we recognzze that
true democracy dan never be a
reality under the dzctatorshzp

of the bourgeozsze, zt zs through
thzs struggle that the multz-
natzonal workzng class can forge

the unzty needed to successfully
reszst our class enemzes It zs
through thzs struggle led by a
proletarian polzizcal party, the
cormunzst party, that we can over-
throw thzs reagtzonary class rule
and sezze state power for the
workzng class We must support

the gust struggle of the Chzaano
people zn deeds as well as words*®

JAIL COGLEY Now*

FREE EXERCISE OF ALL DEMOCRATIC
RI10OTS BY THE CHICANO PEOPLE*"

WORKERS ,-OPPRESSED NATIONS AND
PEOPLE OF THE WORLD, UNITE*®

MIissiIssIPPI Lynching

On September 8, 1976, sixteen
year old James Edward Calhoune was
fqund floating face down in the
Sunflower River, Sunflower County,
Mississippi, his hands tied behind
his back and shot in the chest

Terry Barr, white,
has been charged with the murder
of Calhoune.
have pleaded insanity, and Barr is
now being held in the maximum se-
curity section of the Mississippi
State Hospital for the criminally
insane in Jackson A trial will
most likely occur m the end of
February, in Indianola, where the
body was found

The brutal lynching of Calhoune
is not new in, the Black Belt, and
is one more terrible example of
the legal lynchmgs described by
Harry Haywood m the recent ser-
ies run m UNITE" As is often the
case, Barr alleges that Calhoune
raped his wife

Both Calhoune and Barr are
from Greenville, Bolivar county
Bolivar county is 61% Black, over
60% rural, and 44% of the families
in the county live below the offi-
cial poverty level This is the
heart of the rural Black Belt, and
the historic location of slave
breeding. The northwest comer of
Mississippi has the largest con-
centration of rural Black popu-
lation in the country, and in many

UNITY

24 years old,

Barr"s defense lawyers

ways, s a vivid expression of the
conditions which characterize the
historically constituted, stable
community of people with a common
territory, language, economic life
and pyschological makeup manifested
in a common culture which are the
features of an oppressed nation

This comer of Mississiddi is
the scene of some of the most fas-
cist, brutal chapters in the his-
tory of the Afro-American people®
Obviously concerned about the pub-
licity, the Sheriff of Indianola,
in an interview stated "The South
is a new country new I personally
have never owned slaves and never
been a night rider We even have
Blacks on the Sheriff Department
This is a wide open society where
Black and White live together "

The oppressed masses of the
Black Belt, and the entire country
will be watching to test the truth
of these worda. We demand justice
for the murder of James Edward
Calhoune We demand an end to
legal lynching and fascist terror
in the Black Belt South

END LEGAL LYNCHINGS IN THE BLACK
BELT SOUTH*"

STOP FASCIST TERROR IN THE BLACK
BELT!

SELF-DETERMINATION, UP TO AND IN-

CLUDING SECESSION FOR THE
BLACK NATION*
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Census of Qppression

What follows is a casualty list Not a complete list, but a partial
one. Jose Barlow Benavidez®s murder does not stand alone This list is
only a drop in the bucket compared to the hundreds of people killed by
the forces of the state every year across this country The approximate
five year period reveals 60 people killed and scores wounded in the
Southwest United States.

Antonio Cordova

Rito Canales Jan 1972- Black Mesa, New Mexico Dead
James D Bradford Apr 1972- Sante Fe, New Mexico Dead
Gilbert Mora June 1972- Los Angeles, California Wounded
Rufino Hernandez
Paul Canales
Michael McArthur July 1972- Denver, Colorado Wbunded
James Gallegos July 1972- Denver, Colorado Wounded
Alfonso Lareeo Flores Feb. 1973- San Antonio, T”xas Dead
£uis Martinez Mar 1973- Denver, Colorado Dead
Ernesto Virgil Apr 1973- Denver, Colorado Wbunded
Santos Rodriquez July 1973- Dallas, Texas Dead
Victor Manzo Aug 1973- Los Angeles, California Wounded
Nagi Daifullah Aug 1973- Los Angeles, California Dead
Roland Thcnas Aug 1973- San Francisco, California Dead
Linda Montoya Sept 1973- Santi Fe, New Mexico Dead
Jose Morfm Sept 1973- Sanla Fe, New Mexico Wounded
Alberto Terrones Apr 1974- Union City, California Dead
Raymond Garcia Apr 1974- Arizona Wounded
Edward Garcia
Michael Tomaselli Apr 1974- Los Angeles, California Dead
Fred Casrrasco
Rudulfo Dominquez
Elizabeth Beseda
Julia Standley Aug 197/- Huntsville, Texas Dead
George Mendez Sept 1974- Los Angeles, California Dead
Steve Delgado Nov 1974- Los Angeles, California Wounded
Carlos Ortiz Nov 1974- El Paso, Texas Dead
Easel Venice Heslip Nov. 1974- El Paso, Texas Dead
Roy Gallegos Nov 1974- Sante Fe, New Mexico Dead
Perry Miller Nov 1974- El Paso, Texas Dead
Fred Bella Nov 1974- Boulder, Colorado Wounded
Semillion Ester Feb 1975- Oakland, California Dead
Eddie Robles Feb 1975- Los Angeles, California Dead
Thomas Aragon Feb 1975 Denver, Colorado Dead
David Costa Apr  1975- Tucson, Arizona Wounded
Joseph Cordero Apr 1975- Albuquerque, New Mexico Wounded
Edward Reyes Espinoza May 1975 - Guadalupe, Arizona Dead
Raymond Arellano May 1975 - Los Angeles, California Dead
Tobias Perez June 1975- Denver, Colorado Dead
Alfredo Rodriquez July 1975- Presidio, Texas Wounded
Floyd Calhoun Aug 1975- Oakland, California Dead
Richard Morales Sept 1975- Castroville, Texas Dead
Timothy Grandpre Oct 1975- San Antonio, Texas Dead
Roberto Rangel Zavala Dec 1975- San Antonio, Texas Dead
Richard Guiterrez Dec. 1975- Clayton, New Mexico Dead
Danny Trevino Jan. 1976- San Jose, California Dead
Elfego Mendoza-Ochoa Mar 1976- Lukeville, Arizona Hounded
Nino Pedro Cruz Mar 1976- Mariopa, Arizona Wounded
Fernando Campos 111 Mar. 1976- El Paso, Texas Dead
Isaac Melindez Ibarra Mar 1976- Albuquerque, New Mexico Dead
Sammy Sanchez Mar 1976- Albuquerque, New Mexico Dead
Unnamed youth May 1976 - los Angeles, California Dead
Unnamed youth May 1976 - Los Angeles, California Wbunded
Mario Rodriquez May 1976 - Los Angeles, California Dead
Fabian Pacheco May 1976 - Rio Arriba, New Mexico Wounded
Carl Newland May 1976 - Denver, Colorado Dead
Jose Barlow Benavidez  June 1976- Oakland, California Dead
Corelio Balderas Loredo Sept 1976- Los Fresnos, Texas Dead
19 Unnamed youths July 1975-

Aug 1976- San Antonio, Texas Dead

(Compiled by the Jose Barlow Benavidez Conmittee Against Police Crimes )
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BLACK BELT SOUTH

Forty-five minutes from Wa-
shington DC in southeastern
Prince George®s County, Roose-
velt Collins grows 3k acres of
tobacco each year This year,
if he is lucky, Roosevelt says
that his crop may bring in $600
in profit Half of that money he
will keep, the other half will go
to a Washington D C physician
who owns the land Collins farms
Collins is a sharecropper, gi-
ving half of what he grows in re-
turn for the house he lives in
and some fertilizer The six
people in the Collins family live
in a ramshackle wooden house that
has no plumbing, no heat and no
electricity. The house is un-
painted and has several broken
windows, which are stuffed with
rags to keep out the®" wind What
heat there is comes from a wood

stove, and the only water cones
from a hand-pumped well several
hundred yards from the house
There is no indoor plumbing what-
ever

At 49 years of age, Mr Collins
is in no position to look for a
new way to earn a living He says,
"I think we would have gotten a-
long better if we"d have stayed
down in Georgia " Last year the
Collins family"s average monthly
income, counting both the tobacco
and the occasional day labor by
Roosevelt and his wife, came to
$70 "l don*t like it all that
good, but 1 ain®"t got no choice,"
Collins said, "l survive You
got people m town that can"t pay
no bent . They got troubles, too

You can"t make no money on a

farm IT | could have worked at
something else " he shrugged,
not finishing his thoughts

Even though the situation of
sharecroppers is probably the
worst, Mr. Collins is right There
are people in town who can"t pay
their rent and have troubles too
And most of them don"t live in
any better housing than the Col-
lins"s This is the housing si-
tuation of workers and farmers in
the United States, whether in the
rural South m counties like

Prince George®s, Maryland, or m

the ghettoes of Chicago

At the same time that the
construction industry is in its
biggest slump ever in building
homes, because the banks refuse
to invest their capital in per-
sonal loans, the masses of people
in the U S. live either in sub-
standard housing or pay outrageous
amounts for the moderate housing
they can find Everywhere hou-
sing is in shortage, and especi-
ally in the South

A recent Southern Regional
Council study by Marsha Hudgins
notes

"You do not have to look
far to find the dilapidated
housing that statisticians
tell us comprises 12 7 percent
of all shelter for Southern
families

"Drive through the country-
side, off the superhighways,
on to the two lane blacktops
that still connect the cities
and towns A house sits on
rude brick pillars A well
is visible m back, along with
the familiar architecture eu-
phemistically described as
outdoor plumbing Children
play in the front yard The
house may have been built
thirty years ago, or forty
It does not, m any event,
look as if it will last much
longer, and it has probably
looked that way for many years
already It is uripainted and
the roof is wearing off In
winter the wind will blow
through the holes m the walls
The fire in the fireplace will
not keep the children warm
In the summer the inside of
the place will be like an oven.
Flies and mosquitoes will
come through the holes in the
screened windows In both sea-
sons there is an air of unre-
lieved hopelessness m the
lives of the people who live
there "

In eight of the fifteen Southern
states the percent of the occupied
housing which is dilapidated and

Oppression

& RESISTANCE!

substandard is above 15%
with Mississippi leading
with 24 7%, or one-four-
th of all housing as
substandard and dilapi-
dated Dilapidated and
substandard housing is
where either the house
is so run down that it
is "undesirable” or it
lacks one or more ele-
ments of plumbing, Not surpri-
singly the situation in more

urban Southern states, such as
Maryland, where the Collins live
and Florida, are better in gen-
eral, but even in these two

states, the number of substand-

ard houses is nearly a quarter

of a million
wmie 66% ot tne substandard

housing m the South as a whole
is in the rural areas, in some
states it is much higher, for ex-
ample West Virginia, 87 4%,
Kentucky, 83 5%, with Virginia,
Tennessee, South Carolina, North
Carolina, Mississippi, and Arkan-
sas all in the mid- to high-70
percentages

As is to be expected with the
exploitation and oppression of the
Black Nation, a disproportionate
number of Black families live in
substandard housing Only about
9% of the non-Blacks in the South
live m substandard housing while
36% of the Blacks do In South
Carolina and Florida, the concen-
tration of Black households needing
better housing is 6 5 tunes greater
than that of non-Blacks

In three states, Mississippi,
South Carolina and Arkansas, over
50% of the Black families live in
substandard housing, while Ih five
other states, Alabama, Georgia,
Louisiana, North Carolina, and Vir-
ginia, over.35% of the Blacks live
in substandard housing With the
economic exploitation and political
oppression so great for Blacks in
the South, it is no wonder that
this is the case The median fa-
mily income for Black families is
$6,730, compared with $12,050 for
whites, or only 56%.

Substandard and dilapidated
housing, and all the statistics
about them, are only the physical
symbols of the exploitation and
oppression of the people, like
Roosevelt Collins and his family,
who have been given no choice un-
der capitalism but to live in
these shanties and shacks It
has been 26 years since Collins
and his family moved to Maryland
from Georgia, and in those 26 years
there has been little change in
their life In Georgia, Collins
sharecropped cotton and peanuts,

m Maryland tobacco

Today there are almost 2k mil-
lion families m the South who
live m substandard housing, many
of them (over 25% or 600,000 fa-
milies) m housing that is also
overcrowded

Most of this housing is over
40 years old, but no new housing
is being made available In the
South as a whole, only 1% of the
urban housing was available for
sale and only 1 6% of the rural,
while only 7 5% of the urban and
4 5% of the rural housing was a-
vailable for rent. Even so, over
two million or 82% of the 2.4
million families living in sub-
standard housing had incomes in-
sufficient to afford adequate
housing even if it were available
88% of the elderly families had
an income of less than $4,000 per
year, and 77% of the other fami-
lies had an income of less than
$7,000 At the same tine, almost
10% of all these families paid
over 25% of their income for hou-
sing alone

With the continued depletion
of housing due to its lack of up-
keep and with the movement of
more families into the South be-
cause of the relatively rapid in-
dustrialization, it is estimated
that by 1980 there will be a need
for an additional 6,700,000 resi-
dences for Southern families OFf
these, 5,400,000 will need govern-
ment subsidies of their housing
costs m order to afford this new
housing 85% of these families
will each require greater amounts
of money every year than the bour-
geois state has ever given to sub-
sidized housing

However, whatever the bourgeoi-
sie and their servants, the bour-
geois politicians, may premise,
they cannot hide the ugly reality
of the continuation of this situ-
ation for workers Housing shor-
tages are a permanent part of ca-
pitalism, a product of the monopoly
ownership of the land, used first
and foremost for the construction
of profit-making industrial and
financial centers, and not for
workers® housing Housing shor-
tages will only be eliminated
after the seizure of state power
by the working class and the buil-
ding of socialism. Until that
time the bourgeoisie will main-
tain this shortage m order to get
the highest profits from the ex-
ploitation of the working people,
strengthening especially its grip
on the Black Nation m the South,
where the bourgeoisie is now fo-
cusing tne development of industry
and agri-business

It is precisely for such reasons
as the every-day need for adequate
living conditions, that the working
masses, both m the cities and m
the country, must be rallied a-
round the leadership of the van-
guard communist party Only with
this vanguard will the masses throw
off the burden of exploitation and
oppression, and liberate themsel-
ves frail the heavy hand of the ca-
pitalists and landlords.»

NORRIS PARDONED

On October 25, 1976, Clarence
Norris, " the sole survivor of the
Scottsboro case, was pardoned of
all crimes by George Wallace, Gov-
ernor of Alabama, forty-five years
and six months after he and eight
other Black youths were ordered off
a freight tram in Paint Rock, Al-
abama and were arrested and accus-
ed of raping two young white women
Despite mass reaction built by the
work of communists to this injus-
tice of national oppression, all
nine, then ranging m ages from
13 to 21, were convicted and sen-
tenced to death, even though no
conclusive evidence was ever pro-
duced m the trial.

Through long court battles,
with wide-spread support of the ,
working masses, the convictions
were twice set aside on various
appeals, but on a third try the
state of Alabama, had the convic-
tions upheld Mr Norris served
five years on death row, and after
his sentence was commuted to life
imprisonment, ten more years be- ,
fore his parole After being re-
leased on parole, Mr. Norris im-
mediately left Alabama and has
spent the last thirty years as a
fugitive for violating Alabama®s

parole regulation.

Now 64 years old,. Mr. Norris
works as a warehouseman for the
city of New York At last he is
freed of all charges, and as he
said, "a great, great burden has
been lifted off of me... They
said that 1 was a nobody, a dog,
but I stood up, and | said the
truth Somebody®s got to do these
things in life " Reflecting on
the fifteen years of his life that
were taken from him, Mr Norris
said, "The lessons to Black people
to my children, to everybody, is
that you should always fight for
your rights, even if it Kkills you.
That"s all that life consists of "
<This iIs a great lesson which
comes from over forty-five years
df struggle, and which should
serve as an inspiration to all
revolutionary radded people to
take up the struggle for the high-
est right of the oppressed Black
Nation, the right to self-determi-
nation, ip to and including sec-
ession. In this way, a great tri-
bute can be paid to Clarence Nor-
ris and the other Scottsboro Boys,
who have long been an inspiration
m the fight for the liberation oi
Black people everywhere.



\*EBONY Fashion Fair

On October 31 the 1976-77 EBGsfY
FASHION FAIR toured Atlanta, Geor-
gia In 6 months this show”visits
154 cities coast-to coast An .-
institution” in the fashion and
social world"”, it is under the per-
sonal direction of Mrs- Eunice W.
Johnson, a leading member of the
Black bourgeoisie. The millionaire
Johnson family owns and controls .
Johnson Publishing Company, Inc.,
publishers of EBONY and JET maga-
zines.

Twelve models pranced,and
danced across the stage at the At-
lanta Civic Center m a collection
of clothes not meant for the
masses but for the woman who tra-
vels with forty suitcases." The
designs featured: the "folkloric
and peasant look™"™, "slinky, slith-
ery tunics'/"pizazz and sparkle"
from the Black designers, and
"futuristic fashions"

"Dreamable fabrics', from
suede to velvet, satin, alpaca,
cashmere, lynx, fox, feathers,
and the "weightless whisper of
Chantilly lace", were combined
a "revolutionary technique"™ to
produce a "iquseum type of col-
lection" .

Sex was peddled wholesale,
with "dresses...more feminine
with deep necklines and thigh-
high slits made out of sheer,
see-through fabrics". Sheer,
scanty strings with flowers on
the top piece were flaunted as
bathing suits. (Publisher John
H. Johnson personally picked
them outl)

The show closed with a black,
billowing tunic dress, spun with
14 carat gold thread, and pur-
chased for Mrs Johnson®s per-
sonal use-for $5,000.00"

Does all of this sound unreal?
Unfortunately it is not. It is
an all too familiar example of.
the decadence and degeneracy of
bourgeois culture”® the dominant
culture in capitalist society,
the culture of the ruling class
who exploits and oppresses the
great majority of people in the
United States.

The FASHION FAIR is more than
a show, says one of its sponsors
from the National Urban League.

It is "a memorable event and an
immeasurable inspiration to young
Black folk who, too long locked

m a dim and dreary psychic
dungeon, have been unable to be-
hold their own beauty or to re-
cognize their* real worth,"™ But
the FASHION FAIR is a pure mock-
ery of the real conditions that
the majority of Black people

find themselves in under capita-
lism, and it offers no consolation
or solution

Working and oppressed peoples
are increasingly unable to ade-
quately and inexpensively clothe
themselves and their children,
while a wealthy few clothe then-
selves m fur and lace to zip "o
cocktails and dinner in a 'casual
but elegant style™. %

Working and pppressed peoples
are dominated by a poisonous cul-
ture that glorifies fashion too*
expensive for mass pse, and too
flimsy to last The" design and ma-
terials of this fashion mwould
prove lethal around any type of
machine and totally unusable for
office or secretarial work because
they are not made for working peo-
ple These clothes are created ex-
clusively for the sensual and deca-
dent pleasures of the ruling class

This conspicuous, opulent waste
is another feature of a degenerate
culture, a bourgeois culture in
its death throes: a violent, sex-
dommated, crime-ridden culture
that is inevitable as long as
capitalism continues its oppres- -
sive and exploitative rule. Thgt
class that rules creates the dom-
inant culture As long as the
capitalists exercise their dicta-
torship we will suffer their cul-
ture.

The increasing decadence and
degeneracy of bourgeois culture
is one feature of jthe all round
general crisis of capitalism.0

Unionizing of J.RStevens1
for South

Crucla

Of all areas in the country, the
South is the least unionized It
has the most "right to work" states,
the weakest unions, the most run-
away shops within the borders of
the U S , the lowest wages and the
poorest working conditions of any
area of,the country Due to the
exploitation and oppression of the
Black Nation these condtions have
prevailed over a long historical
period, and for these very reasons
there is today the largest reloca-
tion of heavy industry in the
South that the U S has had outside
of a tune of open imperialist war
Long ago J P Stevens, a large
textile firm which owns 89 factor-
ies employing 46,000 workers, took
advantage of these conditions
While in 1974 the company had re-
cord profits of 39 4 million dollars,
in its factories it pays its employ-
es 31% below the median wage recei-
ved nationally by factory workers
For a-pension a J P Stevens worker
who was steadily employed for thirty J P Stevens workers march
years would receive roughly $3,600 employees through their connection
in a single payment upon retirement, with local banks and ./finance comp-
and nothing more This is less than anies by applying pressure for re-
$10 per month for every month work- payment of loans and the refusal

ed to grant new ones during the hotly
Besides poor compensation for contested union vote

§elling thir labor power, the work- Today, 22 workers at the company®s
ing conditions at Stevens® plants  pjg mill at Roanoke Rapids, North Ca-
are incredibly destructive Dust rolina, the only Stevens mill to

levels are three times as thick as ever cast a majority vote in favor
national minimum health standards of the union, are busily circulat-
allow, causing byssinosis, or Bro- ing a petition to revoke the two-

wn Lung, among thousands of Stevens®year-old certification of the Amal-
Workers due to the constant cotton gamated Clothing and Textile Workers
dust trapped in their lungs Noise Union as exclusive collective bar-
levels, caused by the clatter of gaining agent They have formed the
the weaving "and milling machinery J P Stevens Employees Educational
are fdso far above national health Committee with the double purpose of
standards causing widespread deaf- ousting the union.and of.compelling
ness and hearing impairment among it to abandon its chief weapon, a
workers Even though noise dampen consumer boycott of Stevens® pro-
ing and ventilating equipment is ducts, which is being launched on
relatively inexpensive, Stevens a world-wide basis This is an old
won"t spend the money to control tactic of the companies In earlier
the noise,or the dust For gener- unionizing drives, so-called "Loyal-

ations, Stevens has chosen profits ty Leagues" were formed in steel
over people. and other industries to combat union-
In August, 1974 workers at sev- ization Most were subsequently

en Stevens'plants voted to join a
union, the Textile Workers Union
of America Since that time the
company has refused to even grant

fmancially and politically by the
capitalists
On September 5, Stevens workers

a contract The workers are asking from Roanoke Rapids, N C , Milledge-
for v ville, and Tifton, GA , Franklin
. a 10% raise County, VA , Montgomery, ALA , and

their supporters gathered in this
northeastern North Carolina textile
town to celebrate the second anniv-
.ersary of the election victory that
enabled the Textile Workers Union
of America (Now merged with the
Amalgamated Clothing Workers, form-
ing the Amalgamated Clothing and
Textile Workers - ACTWU) to repre-
sent Stevens workers m Roanoke
Rapids The rally, march, and din-
ner also marked the official start
of the boycott of products produced
by the New York based, billion dol-
lar textile giant.

Unions are no stranger to the
people of Roanoke Rapids There is
a large paperworkers local in town
and the old textile workers union
conducted major, unsuccessful organ-

. eight payed holidays a year
instead of five
three weeks vacation with pay
after fifteen years with the
company
insurance and pension plans
that begin to compare with
the national average
a greivance procedure to pro-
tect workers from being
threatened or abused on the
job

This last point is especially
important for workers throughout
the textile industry, and indeed
throughout the south Since the
1930",s the textile industry has
repulsed a succession of much-
publicized "Operation Dixie" dr-

ives to unionize plants m the izing drives m 1959 and 1963-65
South. J P Stevens itself has It was in these drives that much
spent millions of dollars in its of the local leadership developed,

attempt to prevent workers frcm
exercising their basic democratic
right to unionize /

J P Stevens has fired workers
with as much as 30 years on the
job for attending union meetings
and for speaking to fellow workers
about the union They have threat-
ened others with firing, and have
been ordered to reimburse 289
workers over 1 3 million dollars
m back pay because the company
filed than to keep them from join-
ing the union Charged with wire- * stable in ttie nine years preceding
tapping the phones of union organ- the victorious vote of 1974.
izers, Stevens settled out-of-court The percentage of Black workers,
on a suit filed by the union, with pany of them experienced m challeng-
a payment of $50,000 The company  jng oppression through their
has also brought pressure on the involvement m the civil rights

but they also thoroughlv convinced
others that the union wrecked
people®s lives Of course, the union
had little control over the mass”
firings Stevens so frequently used
to kill those organizing efforts
Stevens could al”~b rely on the
National Labor Relations Board,
(NLRB) as part of the capital-
ist state, to slowly turn out de-
cisions vdiich allcw the company
to defeat the*union

But the workforce did not remain

5

in Roanoke Rapids N C
movement, had increased from 10% to
approximately 25% of the textile
workforce iri the seven plants owned
by Stevens And this sizable minority
proved to be the cutting edge in the
vote

Having won their right to bargain.
the workers m Roanoke Rapids settled
in for a long struggle with the comp-
any for a contract Two years later >
the company still has yet to serious-
ly bargain on the union proposals
regarding arbitration, seniority,
checkoffs, and other issues that
form the meat of a contract Con-
sequently, the union filed charges
with the NLRB that the union had
failed to "bargain m good faith”
and the trial begins Novemberl in
Roanoke Rapids

Stevens knows what the consequen-
ces of a union contract are They
could no longer use the lies in
their propaganda that the union won"t
make a difference m working condi-
tions or wage rates, that the union
will turn tail and run in a minute
if they see they can"t get the

shown to be company fronts, supported workers money + n their pockets with-

out too tough a fight Roanoke Rapids
would stand out as a beacon to all
Stevens workers m the South, encour-
aging them to use the Union against
the daily oppression and manipulation
by the textile bosses

The importance, of unionizing
the factories, mills and mines of
the South for the working-class
struggle cannot be overemphasized
Without the broadest organizing
of trade unions in the South, the
integration of Southern workers,
both Black and White, into the
struggle of the proletariat for the
seizure of state power will be<»
greatly extended The building
of multinational unity and the
struggle for the right of self-
determination for the Black Nation
will also be moved forward when
it is taken up by the masses of
workers organized into trade unions
in the South, a. task which commu-
nists mtust actively take up

In building support of the boycott
of Stevens®™ goods, friends should
take the time to carefully check all
fabric, towels, bedsheets, etc
and many other consumer goods
Because of the variety of items, as
consumer boycotts go, this will not
be as easy as boycotting grapes, a
particular brand of wine, or a cer-
tain brand of slacks However, the
struggle to unionize the South will
take the efforts of all workers to
be successful

Progressive groups across North
Carolina are rallying to the side
of the workers m Roanoke Rapids
and as the boycott heightens the
level of support will came in more
active ways Until then, the workers
of Roanoke Rapids will undoubtedly
continue to stand fast m the fight
to win a contract



MAO TSETUNG

things

IN CQMAEMORATICN OF MAO TSETCNG
$0 50, 36 pages

Issued by the Central Committee
of the MLOC, this commemoration
traces the life and legacy of
Comrade Mao Tsetung, the great-
est Marxist-Lenmist of the mod-
em era This is a good intro-
duction to Mao Tsetung Thought
for a worker.

people

Panphlets from the MLOC

NEW!
Available in January 1977

ALL FOR ONE, ONE FOR ALL
Socialism in Albania

Written in a mass style, this pamphlet will explain the history
of the liberation struggle in Albania, socialist construction,
and how the dictatorship of the proletariat effects peoples dai-
ly lives. The role of the Party of Labor of Albania and Comrade
Enver Hoxha in guiding these achievements, and in the interna-
tional struggle against the two Superpowers and modem revision-
ism will be traced.

A perfect introduction to socialism for workers.

December 26, 1893 - September 9, 1976

THE STRUGGLE AGAINST IMPERIAL-
IST WAR AND THE TASKS OF COMMU-
NISTS

$1.50, 63 pages

A reprint of a resolution froxn
the Sixth Wbrld Congress of the
Communist International An 1928.
This classic Marxist-Leninist
work explains the different
kinds of war, the attitude of
communists toward war, and how
an mperialist war can be turned
into a civil war.
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