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1, The World Situation - Today the world situation is clearly characterized as being in
a period of great termoil. Far {rom being a bad thing, thisis a good thing: 2 r:iga"ri of
the approaching victory of the people's struggles all around the world for independence,
freedom and an end to all forms of oppression. This situatic has developed from, and
correspondingly adds to, the deepenmg worldwide crisis facing US imperialism. Major .
realignments of forces have developed with incredible rapidity in the past few years as ;
US imperialism has suffered one defeat after another at the hands of liberation struggles
all over the world. Nor is this crisis of imperialism isclated to the struggles of Third
World people for independence and an end to colonialism anad neo-colonialism. It has
also resulted in a burgeoning anti-ir. - r1ahst movemnent among the people living inside
the US.-

L

., _The Situation in the US - .As 1mperlahsm is defea.tcd step-by-~step, it is increasingly.
forced to, try and place the burden of its crisis on the backs of the American people. DBut .
whatever form it may take, attacks on workers' liviog conditions, political repressicn, -
national oppression, inflation, etc., one thing is clear: people inthe USare fighting. :
back against imperialism. The American people are rapidly learning that their interests ».e'
and the interests of the corporate system that our government is controlled by have bso“-(j_,-'-,-".
lutely nothing in common. One need only look at the rising workers strugglns, the grow-
ing straggle agzinst national oppression, the anti-war movement, the women’s movement,,
the veterans’ movement or the Gl movernent to see evidence of this resistance. Repres- 3
sion breeds resistance! And the case of the USis certamly no excepnon.

171. Preface to the National GI Con!erencG - VVAW/WCO sees the holding of this ?\Tatorxal ""7-":'
GI Conference, the first such gathering in over two years, as being an impertaat step ia
furthering the development of this overall anti-imperialist movement. Clearly, the builds¥{
izg of a strong aati-imperialist GI movement must be seen as one of the pricrities jor ﬁg
pregressive ferces in the US. This conference provides us with an excellent oppcrtum.y I
for doing just this, By summing up and sharing the practice and experience of the past.
few years of the Gl movement, we will hopefully be able to collectwely arrive at some o{
ths basic lessons or conclusions to be drawn from that practice. 'These lessons in turn 3
tnust be used to guide our future action - to broaden and deepen our work with the Gl rr*ovs-;‘
ment.  Unless we can learn the lessons of our own history, we can never hope to achzev.e &
..ny real progress. o . ‘ :

o,
t,

Just as all things in our world are in a constant state of change and 'notxon, s0 are iy

the conditions affecting the nature of the work we imust be doing in the Gl movement. Par%
“ticularly at this point.in time.when conditions in the world are changing so fast, it is both™

a necessity and our responsibility to conticually sum up and re-analyzc and improve our %

_werk, We. sincerely hope-that this conference will make a significant contribution to that °f

ead. Finally, as was stated in-the orxgmal call for the conference, we hope that the ex- l‘-';f-_-'

periénce of coming together and sharmg our varying experience and cutlooks on the GI .

- movement will begin the process of building a- much dceper sense of unity within the Gl

movement. Certainly the greater the unity we can a-..lne.ve thhm the Gl movement. the %

. Ereater our success will be, : ) -




" v, The Oppresszon of GIs - As well as the role' that the rmhtary plays under imperié.lism :
. there is 21s0 an internal contradiction within the military between the class interests of .

" are forced in by the gun of economic.necessity held to their heads. Once in, GlIs are not.‘.;g

" male supremacy. . i T T . .. o ‘%

.. -mxhta.ry s medieval judicial system, the UCMJ. Under it, Gls are not given the sl.g‘tt- -
. .est pretense of anything remotely resemblmg justice, Whether it comes from. an 2 zctea
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1v.. Tho Rolc of the Mihb ‘K ‘er Imncnahsm ana.r', ? 'By understandxng of the GI

rafs- Here in the US the rmht:u:y is fully prepared and trained to act as a stnkebreakmg

movcment znd of the nceesg g7y building a strong aati-it ist Gl movement, is an
understinding of the role that the military plays under imperia®m and the special oppress:
sion that Gls face. under it. The rmhta.ry is a primary tool of xmpenahsm. both at hom
and abroad.  It's uthmate pzrpose is to serve the jnterests of the monopoly capxte_h sts"

that run the US. Its very nature dictates that #-can serve no other ianterests in thé long

force or to back up local police forces in the event of ‘tcivil disturbances'. 1t remzins
equa.uy ready to implement US ‘foreign policy' abroad or to underwrxte US-backed d:ctator-}
ships. Our experiences with the war in Indochinz have provided us all with a classic dem- A
onstratmn of what the rea), role of thc mzhtary is 2nd. who $ mterests 1t serves. “ i

Gls.2nd the role into which they are forced by the class which controls the military. Not ‘*‘
only are they used 2s the human ca1 ' n fodder for imperialism's rmhtary ddventures, z\
such as the war in Indochina, but they are also subjected toa- system that degrades and {3
dehumanizes them. To start with, most GI# zre forced into the military on the basis of ‘
their, class position and race. 1f they aren't forced into the military by the draft, they :

only divided from the rest of-the working class and directly set against it, but'they are ﬁl
similariy divided {rom each other throuﬂh an adroit fostermg of national oppression and

Unlike most jobs in civilian society, GIs are prohxbxtcd from either striking or z
quitting; instead they face heavy repression and harassment from the brass for the slight-

est sign of resistance to military rule. Working and living conditions are deplorable, "'E
unsafe and dehumanizing; yet fighting to improve them lands one in the clutches of the . s

-‘ur: o M‘Er

court martial or results from the systemn of non-judicial punishment it 21l means the same
thing: Gls have no real rights under military law, But whether it is racism, bad working'.
and living conditions, the UCMJ or the oppression of women, it 211 adds up to the spec;ﬁc’f
ways Gls are oppressed by imperialism while they 2re in the military, And it is this ver
real, concrete basis of oppression under imperizlism that provides the material basis
'{or orgamzmg GIs to fzght back. " y :

'VI. . The Need for Building an Aati-Imperialist GI Movement - Impenahsm dictat-..s the i
role. that the military will play, and as long as the system of US imperialism rem3ins
intact, the military will continue to be used against people all over the world; and it will &

-.Se‘?,,s; 5

" continue to oppress the Gls who are forced into it. The role of the military then, 2nd tl'e"‘%'

oppression that it breeds, calls for a {fighting movement of Gls who can both combat their’
own oppression and the imperizlist system they are forced to serve. Further, given the«
history of the GI movement, from the resistance to the war in lIndochina to ‘struggles such
&5 those of the Iwakuni Five, the USS MIDWAY or the USS LITTLE ROCK, there is a clear
‘mandate t& show that Gls not only can b orgamzed but that they must be organized. Spon
-taneoussresistance to the military by Gls occurs almost on a daxly basis, 6&lIs are rcady
to join, and build, the worldwide anti-impecrialist movement and it is the duty of 21l pro-’i
gresswe forces in the US to do all thev can to build the ann-nnpenahst Gl movem‘.nt. %
-10- )

\'II. The Curront Status of the GI Movement - What then is the current status of the cusf ]
ing Gl movement? With the exception of a few prr}ccts. the anrgy level of conscious ot

*anization is very sporadic and its mvolvument with the largcr antx-xmpunahst mov* :
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s is very lirnitecd.. Histofi’}ly are has been a sericus 1a '*lr pth pelitical and program-

Cati¢ umty amorg the GI movent . {There has also been ! 3 ‘ds lack of structural

"-dnity, whbich should be seen as one of the highest exptessions of true political unity, )

There hds’also been 2 real lack. of understanding of the need for a fighting anti-imperial-- *
ist GI movement among other progressive forces on the left, which has similarly held
the struggle back. Certainly the end of 3 direct combat role in Indechina for hundreds
“of thousands of American Gls had a profound efiect on the status of the GI rmovement.

“ " For the time being at least, people'are not being drafted, and there are no longer o
500, 000 GIs in Indochina. There aré also no longer the dozens of GI projects, GI papers

- and GI organizers that once used to flourish near US military bases all over thé country.

7 Undoubtedly much of this-is the direct result of the changing material conditions facing

" Cl organizers today. However, while the strategy of the military and its direct inter-
vention abread has changed, the GI movement did not reflect an understanding of that

change in its organizing strategy. What does remzin are most of the same miserable..

. conditions of military life that Gls | - 2 faced for years < putential canuon’fodder in wars
.. of aggression; nationa] oppression, harassment from the brass, poor working and living 5%
"~ conditions, oppression of women, brutality in military prisons and the UCMJ. And as '

the crisis'of imperialism deepens, these conditions within the military williweopten.

v
5.*

-"Moreover, the ongoing lessons of Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia have not been lost
on the American people or American GIs. There is a rapidly growing awareness of
what US irnperialism is all 2bout. While there may not be the mass revolts of 1971 and
Firehase Pace, there is today a much deeper and more profound understanding of the i
nature of the system of imperialism. It is on this growing awareness that 2 new and
‘stronger GI movement must be built. That and other aspects of the new conditions in 5 3
the military, such as the emergence of women as a prominent part of the new ‘voluntear 3
zmhta.ry must be an_.lyzed and turned to the advantage of the ant.-:lmpenahst movcmem‘.

VIII Style of Wo rk - 1} In looking at these changmg conditions and formu‘atl.ng our wofk %4

¥ for the con'-mg period, it is 2lso important to take into accouat the changing level of

" etruggle ‘in the US as reflected in the growth of not only anti-imperialist consciousness ¥
but many aati-imperialist organizations as well. This growing anti-imperialist move-

' roent is a political development which should affect our whole outlook towards Gls. We
should not sce our work ameng Gls, or anyone else for that mzatter, m isolation from y
cther struggles tz2king place today in the US and throughout the world. Rather, we should-
look at Gl organizing as one important part of 2 much larger struggls against US 1moerzal£
ism. And we should always be striving to link these various components of the struggle. &

together. This is an .essential key to any real success ir our work. Tendencies to

" make very narrow formulations on Gl work should be thoroughly combatted. In reality
!?"5- such 1solatmn cannot 'but hold the’ struogle back.:

-

e - 2)1a carrymg out our daﬂy work with GIs, we fecl that the most unportant a.spect
" of that work is its anti-imperialist content., Whatever the problemn we are faced with,
whether it is homeporting or hair regulations, we.should always be striving to explain
“ *how that®;roblem fits into the overall struggle against imperialism. Exposing the nature ¢
e of imperialism - 2nd summing up the common experience of Gls as victims of imperial-""
ism - is at the essence of mccessful local political work. Without providing an 2ati-im=
perialist perspective on loca.l work, znd without linking this with the day-to-day ' «iﬁ
struggles Gls are waging, we will be f2iling to identify the real causc of these problems =
_and, objectively, holding back the struggle. We cannot decal with oac symptom of imi= = 7.
Perialism after another without exposing how it is just another manifestation or 'side
“Ert' of the ba.sxc illncss,- As lcmg as thc basxc problem remams, the symptoma' -

(r'
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a.g;,rr.ss'vc wars, rac1-’r 1@ cssion and so fortl - wi )rm ue. i
nature of the L-.L.at that it s is t*o'._ Anythiug less tnhan & basic anti- 1mperw.!ist analysis
to guidc our pohtu:?l Wt)rr( “with G-s will he mad«,Ciuc.h_.. Aml-lmperlahs must be at the

vcry heart 0‘ the Gl movcmcnt _ . o o

3} Our a‘yle of work in tl‘m GI rmovement, besides providing an anti-imperizlist
ana]ysxs, ‘must be viewed {rom the point of view of conscigus leadership.~ leadersbip
that serves & vanguard rele of always being out frgnt showing the best poesible wavy o
carrv'thu'atrvbzle forward - idadership thet is continually trying to irnitizte action to
orgc.m.ac. Gls to flgnt back. This'is ct':rta;i"ﬁy" not to say that the GI movement sheuld then
ignore the spontanasue resistance of GIs that 'we see crepping up daily. Rather, we
stiould always- b\._ prepared (o go to -these-strugglés and do all possible to broaden and
deepen them, tenstently striving to inject 2s niuch political content into .them as possibla.
But to pzssively wait for sponteznecus action by Gls to occur before GI rncvement
organizers become involved is do”  tely not leading, but tziling behind uncertainty and
gpovtancity. At times the GI rnovement has had aspects of such @n approach te -Gl
orean!zmg, as do people still today: but clearly tais error is only liquidating the need
for corscious leadership. We see that the cxact cpposite, more conscious leadershin,
is whet is rezlly needed. We should always be searching for ways to initiate action and
put ihe GUmovement on the offensive at the very onset of Our work, v

{1" ]

. 4} A cs.rom...l principld in all our GI vork should be an orientaticn towards buildin
z*.f ahting GI movement., Above 21, the Gi movement must be based on, and its strate-
£y d :rived irem, the ur-dcr.atanfiil that its primary strength is the united, militant,
més action cf Gls. If we fail L') realize this and instead rely on externzl faciors -
the railitary system, ccurts, ete. + we will inevitably make major errors in our work
' nto reformism. However, if we base all ocur actions on cur primary streazth,
2, we will be able to win rezl victories, We will be determiniag cur own iaitip-
tive  rather thzn continaally reacting to.the initiative of the military. Basging curselvés
on thc pm')le ‘and vnderstanding that we can never win if we try fo work throogh the
system, our whole organizing bot.,l then is to organize Gls to FIGHT BACK agzainst im-
perialism., We de want to expose imperialism to Gls, linking up how it oppresses them
‘as well as peepile all cver the world, But this is not cnuugh. We aren't interestad in
iuﬂ't shining a light in the face of imperialism to show everybedy what an ugly menster it
is - but rzther to organize then to fight back apainst it - to ultimately wring its bioody
uacl:. Unless we huild 2 fighting movement that will ccnsciously address itself tc actively
fighting back zgainst the system we can never expect to get anywhere, But if we truely
understand what cur primary stiength is- the united, militant'action of Gls jighting back
against 1mpc-1a1:sm - then we can expect te wm real v1ctor1es not just meaaingless
toncessions., ' -

IX. Problems Existiny ir the GI Movement -~ In building a fighting anti-imperizalist CI
movement it is essential to aveid what we consider to be one of the main shert cominas

cof the 'GI movement in the past, which is the tendency to look upen GI work as @ scryvice
project. Hopefully what has already been said in this paper wiil have explained the
rationzle for struggling a2sainst seviny GI work as a service project. If we agrec that

the nature of imperialism can never be raitigated, improved or reiormed; and thet it is
now facing an ever growing crtsls necc-s.atatum cver more desparate and barbaric act iens;
then we can clearly sce thet we will be doing ncbody any real ‘service' by trying to ‘merely
numb the pain caused Gls by imperialism with a little service or assistance. if the tocth
is rotten it must be pulled. The only real service we can provide Gls, and the rest of
the American people, is by actively working to cnd imperialism ence and for all,
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- }_m’ sven rfwen RS 3 .t cn this vasic formalaticn R.gre is still a danger of un-
. consicusiy [alling into & ser™ce mentality., Particularly b:l.work around’the UCMJ this

is a danper. Obviously legal counscling, a service, is an important component part of
any GIL work., 4n understanding of the government’s rules - what can be dne within the
Jimits of the systemn - is always a valuable tool. But in the {inzl 2nalysis this vunder-
standing can only be a tool te be vsed in our work; one tac¢tic among many to be sciected
as dictated by the specific cenditions of a given situation. It rnust not, however, be raise
to an organizing strategy in and of itself. The only real motivating iorce which can carry
the strugple of Gls forward and make it racaningial politically will be a thorcugh political
vaderstanding of iraperialism and the military's role under it, 2nd the mass acticen oi Gis
directed against it, There is e qualitotive difference between ‘tools or tactics and an
overall strateay., The strateay should be Lo build 2 fignting anti-imperialist mass move-
ment in the militery. Within that strategy of course there is always the need {or many
different tactics denending on the situation, but we cannot 2llew 2 tecti¢ such as coun-
seling be raised to the level of a ~ rategy. ' -

‘ 2} Ancther problem which has long been 2 characteristic of the Gl movemen:, which
we tmrm necds to bo strugglod apainst, is the attitude cf individuzlism among many
projecta. In some cases it cscems to have been raised to the level of a principle. The

speczific fact of whether or net 2 given project is indepzndent or part of 2 larger crgan-
izaticn is not wiint 15 at issuc here. Rather, it is the zpproach to Gl organizing as it
relates to the rest of the movement cf progressive {crces in the US that we are taking .

.&;\JC‘;\:JL'. We cannot allow ourselves to view the Gl movement 2s & unigue or sp’*"l.au. case
t!—ia,_t_ nas Lile if Zny direct tic-in to the rest ¢f the movement. This would inevitebly weak.
ex the Gl movernent ad the irrger struggle as well, 1t ebjectively diys 2 1;1:1 burrow
r the GI moveinent to erawl into and diz iis way ajong in tetzl id .»le.txc:n {rom en ythmﬂ
else, Linking vp the Cl movernent with the strugples of cther seciicns of the populaticn
musgt be an esseatizi part of our work, We cannot see any struggie in isolation; we are

all {fighting agzinst the same svsiem 2ad it should be of primary importance to sew titat
these s—:truggles arc brought closer togather, The struggles of werkers, oppressed aatior

alitiea, ~ r'o*nc n, students, etc, are important 2ad inseparable from our own work.

3} Individualism; attitudes of 'our project is sacred’ znd must be independent of 21l
other political activity; concepts of Gl organizing as being a service; failure to adjust to
the changing maicrial conditions facing the GI movement; have 2l contributed their sharc
towards creating rerbz2ps the basic problem facing us today: a lack of meaningful unity
_within the GI movement. Whatever the specific reascns may be, it is vital for us to rea;

ize that the period in.our history when we can afford such 2 ‘luxury' is over. The res-
ponsibilities of cur task simply do net permit it. .

There are no longer projects at hundreds of military installations; there are no
longer dozens of movement people in every major city that are eager to do Gl work;
there are no longcr such fountainheads of economic substance like USST to support proj-
E ccts all cver the country, But even with these conditions, we are still charzed with
building "'-:ur incrcasing unity within the GI movement. Qur goxl is to constantly be
fOT'-wn'r »iead with our work 2ad nct to be content with the status quo. With the deepenin
<risis of US imperinlisim, with the chanzing conditions existing within the military, and
-1 3~ With the growth of 2 much more mature anti-imperialist movement in the US, it is time
to chart our course for the comning period on the basis of these new coaditious and new
tasks presented us. We firmly believe thiat these new conditions demand the closest
possible coordination between ail GI organiziay and the develepment of strong, naticnal
organizaticnal forms to implement that work, We realize that this will be a long and
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ditiicult process that ca& ,occur through a great deafg@lef <truggle. But is is not an
impossible geal, . ' .

X. Ticing the GI and Veterans Movement Together = We in VVAW/WSO also sze the
great importance of building the GI movement in particularly close reletionship with the
-growing anti-imperialist veterans movement. The struggles of veterans are an import-
ant struggle to GIs on a number of levels., Naturally, the velts movement is importaant to
Gls sinte thay.will someday be veterans themselves and will be facing new forms of
oppression that are only an extension of the same oppressive system they faced in the —
military. (Idezs on building unity between the vets and GI movement are contained in the
- Program Proposal following this.} Also, we cannot overlook the need for a mevement
that GIs can move directly into as they ETS {from the service. The vets movernent is
clearly a logical place for them to go. And, finally, it is logical for veterans to actively
work in the Gl movement. Given their personzl experience with the military and the
understanding of the system that they gzined by being part of it, vets can and should be
recruited into the GI movement == a potentizlly solid base of civilian support for it.

P - . ~

ek

" In conclusion, we think that GI work for the coming period should concentrate on
initiating action and providing an anti-imperialist consciousn2ss to cur daily work., As
the GI movement continues to grow, it should also be one of our primary tasks te link |

up the struggles of GIs with other struggles throughout the country and the world., We se
this conference 25 just the beginning of the effort to build 2 fightinz, arti-imperialist
movement in the US military. We have called the conference in the interest of furthering
that effort and developing the necessary unity to earry it forward, We hope that our pre-
posals and thoughts cn the GI movement will contribute to the success of this conference
and that the level of struggle can be raised as a result. We don't pretend to have the fine
word on' Gl orgacizing, On the contrary, we know that we have 2 lot to learn. The most
workable stratezy for the GI movement can only come out of the process c¢f 2 lot of
practice and a lot of struggie. It is with that orientation that our collective work and
ctruggle here will hopefully be approached. '

. BUILD THE ANTI-IMPERIALIST GI MOVEMENT |

+

UNITE TO FIGHT ALL OPPRESSION!

E—
.

L
P S

.
[
-




VVAW/ WSO PROGEAM PROPOSAL FOR CI WORK

' e ) A e e . .. 4 “ra e s e

We'in VVAW/WSO see the nced for reaching greater urity within the GI movement
as onc of the major prerequisites for its continucd growth aad develepment. We also
feel thot one of the best ways we can begin the process of achicving such unity -« ang
ticreby buitidng the anti-imperialist GI movement --- is by bulidieg apon our strenyths,;
the common {12 ound wea already ‘share, and struling to achieve as much prograrametic
unity 25 we 'ca:: in the prececss, While we will undoubtedly not be able to 2gree on 211,
or even most, aspects of our wark znd the stratopy for the GI movemwcent (2lthonan that s
cortziznly the poal we shonld ail be striving towards), the greater the unified effort we cazn
aciieve towerds commen yoals, the greater our success will be, This is obvizusly
not o deny the need, the absolute nrcessity, for straggle roun'_‘ vr political differences.
Taat is the best way of clarifying var various pasiticns and of ac lly arriving =zt the b
course of 2ction. The peint is, however, that in the process of this struggle our geali
2lvays towards achieving greater unity 28 & recgalt, Unity, struggie, grezaier unity!

. &
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To this ¢nd, VVAW/WED is proposing thot the Gl confercnce adept 2 vnified pros
grem proposal for Gl work arcuend = zainimern goal - Armed Forces Day, 1975, Histeric-
aliy, Arrned Forces Day, along with work cn ending the war in Indechina has beon ocne of ©

-

hizh points of the CI movemnent - osic of the very few times of the year wnen widasprez?
ef{c-ts were rmade to mebilize Gis towards certain very basic or general goals, While
we realize that this propesal is only for achicwvi -u; a very minimum level of unity Jor ver y
specific end Jimited goals, we aonetheless feel th it can be an important {irst step in

(
{he precess of rezlly uniting the Gl moverncnt 2 J raoving it for rard,

There are three parts to this proposal, which we think should be discnssed
senarately. (I} The first part is the slopan we are putiing forward as the general poiiti-

czl guideline and goal of our work, That slogon is:
BUILD TEE ANTI-IMPERIALIST GI MOVEMENT - UNITE TO FIGHT ALL OPPRES3ION

{lI; The second part censists of the general demands that we {feel sheuld be the fecus ci
cur cay-to-doy werk with GIs in building for Armed Farces Dzy. Obviously we are will-
ing to strugpgle around the specifics of each demand being put forward, but gencrally
speaking the domands selected were done sc un the basis of findinz the greatest political
points of unity in the Gl movement 2s o whele, rather thena on attempting to selzct the
spacific damands that might be more (.ppl*c‘.bh. at one cpecific military base or ship.

The demands f2l ] into two basic catepories: Jdomznds that are specifically oricnted 1o th.
day-to-day needs and oppression of Gls, and denarus +hat link the GI movement vp with
the overall anti-imperialist struggxe. They arc: ’

EI~"'1 ALL RACIAL OPPRESSION!
EN® "HE OPPRESSION OF WOMEN IN THE vrlnmws
, _EI"‘: NON-JUDICIAL PUNISHMENT! : .
- END THE USE OF Gis AS STRIKEBREAKERS AND RIOT COPS!
A SINGLE-TYPE DISCHARGE FOR ALL Gls AND YETS!
UNIVERSAL AND UNCONDITIONAL AMNESTY #OR ALL WAR RESISTERS
IMPLEMENT THE PEACE AGREEMENTS - EXD ALL AID 70 -THIEU & ;_.ox‘gs:os

-15~




' (III}I The .last part of the . pro*-c‘sal

%

Jis-thatthe success was dirvectly attritutable to the fact that the demcusirations wera on

Explanation o

strativons; but'rather an integral part of that work.

'!: . . E . . L) P y : T

Proposal Cob e

-y

‘Bascd oa the experience of our own organization, particularly during the Jzst 9
menths, we feel that this type of epproach lends itsel{ well to mass ovgenizing and to-
wards building the people's movement., The essence of it lies in achiceving 25 grezt a
undty as is possible arcund a comrmon program and then moving forward as @ united body
tofiinplernent it. The program is characterized in goals a2nd orientation with an overall
political theme or slcgan and is buiit around specific demands to base day-to-day work o
demnande that spezk to peeple's spanific needs and the spucific way they are cpprecsed
under imperizlisim, and demand=s ¢ 2t link up their struzgle with the overall antivimperial

4

"ist movement. Day-to-day work arouend the demands is -done with the geal of buil ding ior

a commeon massing of strength at & major high peint of activity or, in this case, & coor-
dinated series of ¢ ctv\n,,/derm,nftr wtions, The massing of str‘,na‘h being built icr they
jntorn serves to broaden and deepen the future mass work Jone on 2 day-te-day basis
around the demands, Jusi as the day-to~day woik cannot be seen in isclation from the
‘soordinated mass zctions, the mass actiens and demenstrations cannot be viewed in iso-
lztion fron: the dzy-to-dav work being done; they should only be secen a&s high points in
an ongoing campaizn around the demzngs,

In building for the m.tmn...J demonstration VVAW/WSO held in Washingtea this past
July, cur "chunters focvsad ca five demands, inclading amnesty, the war, bad Jischarzes,
veterans benelits and Nixen, We felt that this was very effective in local craanid

£

-
WAas & maior rewson Jor the successfal 4 days of .actions in Wasmngtou. The pull"t again,

b~

seen.as 2 high point in our cngoiny comp2izn around the demands. Similarly, doy-to-day
mases work was not seen ag being ssparate from the building werk done for the 5C deracn-

. m e e
. - +

Tt 'We-felt that starting off with one target date for a GI probram was the best approact
and that’Armed Farces Day was the cne day that everycne could agree onu As we sum up
the expericnce of this period next summer, we n2 y 2l decile on continuiag with this
approach and a2dding some other dates {or lccal or naticnal actions, or addin? or changing
thy demands., As to what actuzlly happens on Armed Farces Day, this will be up to oaci
proiece,. base or ship. But whatever form these actions take, it will be a day which Gls
can look forward to when they can engaze in  a united {ormn of resistance knowin: thary
olher American Gls will be doing likewise all over the world, We think this is 2t the
hca“t of what we mean when we talk about .unity - not merely a sensc of theoritien
pohtu:a.l unity, bat zctual, concrete unity that comes out of cur day-to-Jday pﬂc.‘(\,. - ‘I‘i’:i

roposal, we feel, is a starting point. It is a rainimum program which we fcel can lay tf
groundwerk for refining and broadening our work in the future and building unily in the Gl
movement, S ’

. . . . - - .
- + B . e

"The dema nds which we have put forward are chosea for a numtber of reascas.
cfirstiis that they can all be tied direc tly inte the nature of Us. imperizlism by petting 2
why there is racial oppression, why women are oppressed, why there is arbitrary, non-

-
L]

ne

v~ :judicial panishment, why Gls arc used te broak domestic struggles, why the military

- feels 11 necessary to brand someonc for life w:th a bau Jischorge, why the goverament
rofuses to gront amnesty to war resisters, and why the US continaes to imaintain its,

~ ",

e
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prc.n:ncc {mcmdlu' mxht ‘ thnam. S . .

I. a
The-firat four demands, we £°e1 are scli-explanatory and do net need clabouratgion
for purposes of this proposal, The fifth demand , a single-type discharue, ties the I
movement into the vets movement. It offers the chance to illustrate the fact thet the .
struggles of GIs are part of a much larpger struggle and thot once they are out of the mili-
tary they will fzce other forms ¢f oppression, i.e., being 2 veteran. If the demand is
exzplained well, it can help Gis to understand that it's not just the military they are vp
against, but 8 whole systern - & system that will follow them wherever they go.  And
finally, this demand cun be used to explain why Gls are not given the cption to quit their
job. The discharge zystem is, in {act, designed to do just that - keep Gls from quitting
their job by threatening to give them a lifelong mark.

- v ¢ The amnesty demand, while not directly effecting most Gls {except deserters}), dues
raige onite of the most important i: ~ 2s of all by pointing out that resistance to the raili-
“tary, resistance to wars like Vieinam is correct - that resistance to oppressicn iz oar
responsibility We think that the stronz history of resistance in thz military in the last
ten years mmf‘ nct ve lost to the signing of the Paris Agreernent or the signing of Ford's
bogus amnesty. Rather, we think it should te brought forward in our daily work and en-
couvraged., The 500,000 Gls who resisted the military and . ', -received bad discharce:
end the tens of thovsands of Gls who have deserted represent 2 tradition or recistance
swhich should be built on, and cannot and should not be forgotten., As anti-imperialists,
we should bz enccuragzing resistance in the military and constantly demanding amuesty
for'those whe ¢ resist and suffer the consequences of resistance. )

[ ¥

" The finzl EJ nu.n.l which is on the contiruing war, is a demand that not only showlld
-oe continually raisad by all Americans, butit points to the most hideous 2nd will-known

example of US -mnen(.hsm and military intervention in recent history, While there are
obvxousiy many, many otte r such examples of imperialism and people's struggies avairnst
it, it is our opinicn that a dermand on ending the war in Indochina could obtain the widest
possible unity within the Gi movement given the great uniiy already existing around this
demand. It is 2 demand that is increasingly of major importance for our work given the
concrete situation now in Indochina and one that offers a concrete example of what US
imperizlism really means. There is also the very real possibility "'hr..-t the US military
'J.hl be bacl' in lndochina in full force in the near future.

We would also expect that local issues would be raised and added to these general
demands during the day~to-day worr and azain on Armad Farces D..y . )

. "¢

Finally, the slozan we are proposinyg for this prozram - BUILD THE ANTI-IMPER-
JALIST GI MOVEMENT - UNITE TO FIGHT ALL OPPRESSION! - we feel sums up the
" essence of what our primary tasks are in the Gl movement. We feel that the GI mevemant
can, and must, be buiit ch overtly aati-imperialist lines, as indeed it has been in essence.
Anything less than such a political perspective would be objectively holding the movement
‘back and t2iling behiad the level of politiczl consciousness existing among Gls, OQur role
as Gl organizers is to play a leadership roje, showinyg Gis the best political directicn thaey
‘can take, not passively following behind whatever spontaneous action they may already
be involved with., Secondly, the concept of uniting tb fight all [orins of oppression, both
V7 those facing Gls and those facing 21l people around the world, speaks to the concept of
Linking up the Gl movemeant with the people's movement as a2 whole. It squarely points up
the fact that the GI movement is part of t!u. ovcrall :\ntl -impevialist emoent and snpnor
be vicwed in izolation from it. ' : - X

END
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